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Saganing Powwow
SCIT At-Large Program presents the 
Honoring Saganing Traditional Powwow.

Human Race
23rd annual 5K run and one-mile 
run/walk, promotes healthy lifestyles.

2014 Powwow Guide
Everything you need to know about the 
30th annual SCIT Powwow.
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Remembering
80th anniversary of MIIBS closing.

CHECK THESE OUT Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe offers insight on ACD.net 
at June 25 Union Township Board meeting

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

On June 25, SCIT Public 
Relations Manager Marcella 
Hadden offered insight to the 
Union Township Board as ACD.
net attempted to gain business in 
Isabella County over objections 
made by the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Council.

Hadden informs the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe took 
a decisive stand against racist 
comments left on a May 6 phone 
message by Telecommunications 
Executive Kirk Shewchuck, 
CFO of ACD.net, a telecommu-
nications firm in Lansing, Mich. 

Shewchuck continued to 
record after leaving a message 
for Tribal Planning Engineer 
Donald Seal and many dispar-
aging words about the Tribe 
and Indian Country ensued. The 
Tribal Observer offers this tran-
script of part of Shewchuck’s 
personal comments made on 
Seal’s office phone. 

“Hi Don, this is Kirk 
Shewchuck at ACD.net and 
we wanted to talk to you 
about our plans to put mini 
cell towers, you know, close 
to the casino there. I think you 
called in here earlier, again 
my name is Kirk at ACD.net 
and my phone number is …. 
I’d appreciate a call. Thank 
you, bye.

We’ll see what happens, 
those f**king Indians let’s call 
them red man, I was listening 
to the radio on the way in this 
morning and you can’t use red 
man in the paper because…
You know what, f**k you let’s 
sic the Sault Tribe on you, 
let’s get a good old-fashioned 
Indian woo woo woo woo 
woo woo (laughter) around in 
Michigan the one they would 
be leery of are Huron Indians 
– the Huron Indians wiped out 
most of the other tribes – the 
Huron’s were the motorcycle 
gangs, the rest of them were 
on horses (laughter) I’m seri-
ous, the rest of the Indians 
here were farmers – it’s pretty 
cool, we should put a Tribal 
Elder….on the reservation 
there – we should call them 
back – I might go up there 

and go like this….are you the 
guy – did you hear about the 
guy with the cell phone cam-
era who got arrested….and 
then the police walked up to 
him and it shut off their signal 
and they couldn’t radio in….
Go up to the reservation and 
so you don’t want a wireless 
tower here? You know what 
happens to your cell phone 
signals (laughter) I’ll turn 
it back on in a few minutes 
after you agree to – maybe 
they would like that – you 
know they can’t talk on their 
cell phones at the casino they 
would spend more time there 
but maybe the opposite would 
be true and they keep leaving 
to check their cell phones…
wouldn’t that be cool…”

The complete 2:06 audio 
message can be heard in 
its entirety on the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal website at 
www.sagchip.org.

“Personally, I had to take a 
break and listen to this several 
times just to get a grasp of 
whether this was really hap-
pening,” Seal said. “I have 
heard of incidences that have 
occurred in the news with pol-
iticians and celebrities where 
the microphone and camera 
catches something deroga-
tory, but this was clearly over 
the top. I went immediately to 
Tribal Administrator Dustin 
Davis to play the remarks to 
him and he went directly to 
Tribal Council and Public 
Relations with the informa-
tion. I still have his remarks 
saved on my phone.”

Tribal leaders refused to 
honor a request from the 
senior management of ACD.
net given on May 30 to sit 
down to discuss the ill-fated 
telephone message. 

SCIT Public Relations 
sources report that several key 
executives were part of that 
phone message including ACD.
net owner and President Steven 
Schoen and the firm’s co-owner 
and CEO Kevin Schoen. 

Aaron Payment, tribal 
chief of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
has confirmed that ACD.net 
CFO Kurt Shewchuck is in 
fact a member of his Tribe 

and has expressed his sincere 
apologies for the “irrespon-
sible statements” made by his 
fellow member.

SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier has 
been fielding all the inquiries 
and compassion shared from 
other Tribal leaders. 

“The support of Chief 
Aaron Payment is greatly 
appreciated, as well as the 
outrage expressed in com-
munication from Chief 
Homer Mandoka, Chairman 
John Warren and Vice-Chair 
Debbie DeLeon,” Cloutier 
said. “As support reverberates 
across Indian Country, we 
need to stand together against 
this narrow-minded bigotry.”

Homer Mandoka, tribal 
chief of the Nottawaseppi 
Huron Band of Potawatomi 
has ordered a boycott on any 
future business with ACD.net. 

John P. Warren, chair-
man of the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi said, “On behalf 
of the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi, we too are boy-
cotting doing any business 
with ACD.net.”

Debbie DeLeon, tribal vice 
chair of the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
remarked, “We are all stand-
ing together on this, and so 
are our friends… some of my 
business friends in Lansing 
are pulling their contracts 
with ACD.net and finding a 
new provider!” 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
confirmed that many have 
come forward to comment on 
the negative and prejudicial cli-
mate of ACD.net and offer their 
assistance. Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police have been asked 
to begin an investigation. 

Cloutier confirmed the first 
contact call from ACD.net 
was based on their intentions 
to establish a relationship in 
hopes of gaining access to the 
Tribe’s trust property through 
an easement for the use of cell 
phone towers. 

“Because there was a veiled 
threat of scrambling our cell 
use and interrupting our busi-
ness, the voicemail has been 
handed over to our Tribal 
police department for fur-
ther investigation,” Cloutier 

said. “Our legal department 
is looking into the possibil-
ity of filing a lawsuit and 
Tribal Council through Chief 
Pego is contacting the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on 
the severity of the matter.”

In a June 12 letter to Kevin 
Washburn, assistant secre-
tary for Indian Affairs, U.S. 
Department of Interior, Chief 
Pego wrote:

“Dear Assistant Secretary 
Washburn:

On behalf of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, I 
would request your assistance 
in a matter of great impor-
tance to our Tribe.

On May 6, 2014, Mr. Kirk 
Shewchuck, an executive at 
the telecommunications com-
pany, ACD.net, left a phone 
message for Mr. Donald Seal, 
who is the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Planning Engineer. In 
his message, Mr. Shewchuck 
engaged in a hate-filled, 
racist diatribe that can be 
only described as bizarre. 
Mr. Shewchuck proceeded 
to attack our Tribe and used 
racial epithet and anti-Indian 
language that was vulgar and 
offensive. For your review, we 
are including a transcript of 
the phone message.

We are writing you to ask 
your assistance in determin-
ing whether ACD.net has any 
federal contracts that have 
non-discrimination clauses 
that would preclude them 
from doing business with the 
U.S. Government. As a result 
of this phone message, our 
Tribal government, along with 
other Tribal governments in 
Michigan, has ceased doing 
any business with ACD.net. As 
part of the government-to-gov-
ernment relationship, we would 
ask the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
to conduct an inter-agency 
review and determine if ACD.
net holds any contracts with the 
U.S. Government. If they do, 
are there any provisions in their 
contract that would deal with 
non-discrimination issues? 
Thank you for your assistance 
in this matter and we look for-
ward to working with you to 
improve the quality of life for 
Indian Country.”
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Bonita L. Davis
Jan. 2, 1952 - May 22, 2014
Bonita L. Davis, 62, of Davison, Mich., died Thursday, May 22, 
2014 at her residence. Funeral service were held Wednesday, 
May 28 at the Swartz Funeral Home in Flint, 
Mich. Pastor Steve Wood officiated. The  
burial was at the Flint Memorial Park. 

Bonita was born in Flint on Jan. 2, 1952 
and was a resident of the Flint area all of 
her life. She was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. Bonita 
retired from General Motors. 

She enjoyed playing piano, bead work, craft-
ing, pillow making and going to the casino. 

Surviving are children, John Velasquez, Bessie, Tim, Rob 
and Matthew and wife Amy Davis; grandchildren, Jessica 
Velasquez, Jason Busalacchi and Mason Davis; great-grand-
son, Joshua; sister, Nancy Henry and brother, Marvin Davis; 
and many nieces, nephews and cousins.

Terrence L. Finney
May 8, 2014
Terry L. Finney passed away May 8, 2014 at the age of 53. He 
loved to listen to music, spend time with his calico cat, go camp-
ing, sit by a fire and help anyone in need at his foster care home. 
Terry was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribe of Michigan and was loved by all 
who met him. He was a joy to be around. 
He loved to read his bible and did so 
everyday. Terry also enjoyed watching 
the "Little Rascals."

Terry was preceded in death by his father, 
Edwin Finney and his brother William Newell. 
He is survived by his mother, Zilda Jackson; broth-
ers, Anthony L. Jackson, Michael(Tammy) Finney, Dennis Jackson 
and Kevin Jenkins; sisters, Luanna and Lorena Finney, Angela and 
Deanna Jenkins; several nieces and nephews, numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and his Tower Hill friends and family.

Shirley Maxine Powell
May 9, 1933 - June 7, 2014
Shirley M. Powell passed away June 7, 2014 at age 81. Beloved 
wife of the late Leonard. Dear mother of Sherry (Jeff) Bame, 
Lori Mazur, Linda Laforest, Mark (Jane) and Pamela (Danny) 
Slifco. Proud grandmother of Sarah, Jeffrey, 
Matthew, Erica, Stephen, Brandon, Jenny, 
Mark, Allison, Valerie and Kimberly. 
Loving sister of Rick (Pauline) Smith. 

Visitation was held at Wujek-Calcaterra 
& Sons, Inc. in Shelby Township, Mich. 
Instate at St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church until the time of Mass. Burial was at 
Cadillac Memorial Gardens East. Memorial trib-
utes to the Ziibiwing Cultural Center are welcome.
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Public Notice
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law enforce-
ment services under 638 Contract with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within said contract; 
The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve the right for "First 
Right of Refusal" pertaining to any complaints against 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Department and/
or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart-
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to :

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland
justin.wendland@bia.gov      |      701-250-4545

Member Needed 
For the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Health Board

Requirements:
1) Must be a SCIT member.
2) Must be at least 18 years of age.
3) Must have strong interests in the health services  
    provided and the health problems within the   
    Saginaw Chippewa Indian Community.

Meetings are held once a month and a stipend 
is given for each meeting attended (if eligible). 
Term of office is three years with three more 
years with Tribal Council approval.

If interested: Write a short letter stating why 
you feel you would make a good Health Board 
Member. Mail or bring to the clinic: 

Attention: Michelle George
591 South Leaton Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI. 48858

Please include your phone number or a contact person.
When the letters are received at the end of the time 
period the letters are given to the Tribal Council and they 
will make the final decision.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call: 
Michelle  989-775-4602.

ATTENTION
Anishinabe Ogitchedaw

Veteran & Warrior Society Members

Meetings Will be Held 
The 1st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m.  |  For More Information: 775-4175 

Now Recruiting New Members

North East Corner of Broadway and Leaton
LOCATION:

For Questions and Registration Forms, Please Contact:
Market Master Tony Perry at 248-980-1513 

Every Wednesday 

Starting
June 4 - Oct. 8, 2014

Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Seasonal Produce, Flowers, Fish, Wild Rice, 
Honey, & Maple Syrup

Tribal/Community Members & Employees 
(Casino, Tribal, Migizi)

Handmade Arts, Crafts & Supplies

Every Wednesday  
June through 

October  

Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

  6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
   TEL: 989-775-4700 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.   

Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program       
promoting safe firearm handling and storage     
practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
locks. We are doing our part to promote safe    
storage, but we need your help!  Call for details! 

Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity!

Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 
Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and Narotics 
Enforcement Teams in Protecting the Future of 
Your Community!
  

Protecting your children, family, community and 
future should be a priority!

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police
Dispatch: 989-775-4700           
Tip Line:  989-775-4775                       
 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement)
Tip Line:  989-779-9697
Anonymous and Con�dential
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Happy 21st 

Birthday
Eryka Mitchell

we love you!! 
Brian, Mom, DeVante, 

Tiffany, Bailey & JJ

Congratulations
Mak'yo George-Dye 
on your graduation!

MPHS 2014. 

We are so proud of you!
Love mom, Lucas, Zari 

and Grama Gail.

Congratulations

Breanna Colwell  

on your successful 
audition to become a 

Marching Chip 
this Fall!! 

Happy 10th 

Birthday 
Izabella Grace 

Benzinger
Hard to believe you’ve hit the 

double digits already where has 
the time gone. 

Enjoy your special day
Love, Mom & Dad

July 27, 2004

Happy Birthday
Grams! 

No One Could Ask For 
A Better Grandma and 

Great-Grandma! 

We Love You!
Noah and Alexandria

June 30th

TribalCommunity

Presentation wows capacity crowd at Ziibiwing Center

“Wings Of Wonder” 

SECR Hotel Items Giveaway

Adult SCIT Members
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

All SECR/SCIT/Migizi Employees
12 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Hundreds of items!
SCIT Members and Employees will be limited two of each items available.

• Pillows & Pillow Cases   • Sheets - Fitted/Flat Queen & King
• Mattress Covers – Queen & King   • Coffee Makers (500)
• Blankets - Twin (limit 1)   • Square Pillows (limit 1)

Graciously provided by Soaring Eagle Hotel and Andahwod
For more information, please call 989-775-4300 

At Andahwod

Rocket Football Signup

Smart Start Football Signup

Registration Dates: July 28 & Aug. 4
4:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. at the MPHS Gym

Registration: Now through July 22
At Mount Pleasant Parks and Recreation

Ages 8-14

Ages 3-5

For more information on Rocket Football you can contact 
Nicole Mozurkewich at 989-773-0348

For more information on Smart Start please contact Mount 
Pleasant Parks and Recreation at 989-779-5331

Wings Of Wonder (WOW) Founder and Director Rebecca Lessard wows youth and adults alike with 
her raptor presentation at the Ziibiwing Center on May 2. Visiting raptors who flew in to meet the Tribal 
community included Eoin the Great Horned Owl (left) and Doolin the Turkey Vulture (right). Also join-
ing Lessard and the flock were Ned the Saw Whet Owl and Jaeda the American Kestral. 

WOW is a non-profit raptor sanctuary located in Empire, Mich. Active since 1990, WOW pres-
ents more than 150 educational programs annually throughout Michigan, reaching 10,000 peo-
ple each year. WOW presentations are designed to foster appreciation, understanding, honor and 
respect for raptors and the important role these birds play in healthy ecosystems. 

WOW is also a raptor rehabilitation and release facility. Sick, injured and/or orphaned raptors 
are admitted for treatment, rehabilitation, and eventual release back to the wild. All raptors are seen 
and evaluated by a team of participating veterinarians. WOW’s primary goal with rehabilitation is 
to release healthy and strong raptors back into the wild.

Oiler Nation celebrates their third title as 2014 
MHSAA Division 2 Champions

Tribal youth athlete Joe Genia, along with clutch hit-
ting from teammate Robert Backus and great pitch-
ing by Aaron Leasher, led Coach Luke Epple and 
Oiler Nation to their third title by notching a 7-2 win 
against Richmond on June 14 at MSU.

Mount Pleasant (32-8) also reached the final in 
2008, losing to Dearborn Divine Child, and Epple 
said this team was as prepared as any team he’s 
coached entering a final. 

“We came out pretty focused,” he said. “I knew we 
were better than people thought we were. Sure, we 
have expectations but you still have to execute. We 
really stressed execution throughout the tournament.”

Genia was joined by his family and community as 
the high fives were in abundance. 

“As a player, we appreciate our family and the 
community coming out to the games and following 
us wherever we play,” Genia said. “I would just like 
to thank my dad and mom, my grandma and everyone 
who took part in this… we did it for them!” 

The Oiler caps had the word “Iron” on them as a 
tribute to the late MPHS legendary Coach Joe “Iron” 
Epple. There were definitely two fathers who were 
smiling wide on Father’s Day weekend for their sons.

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

The Mount Pleasant Varsity Baseball team poses with the MHSAA Division 2 Baseball State 
Championship trophy after their 7-2 win to Richmond in the state finals.

MPHS center fielder Joe Genia (right) scores a 
run at the state finals.

Observer  photos by Joseph Sowmick
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Tribal Council
Chief
Steven Pego, District 1

Sub-Chief
Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1

Treasurer
Shelly Bailey, District 1

Secretary
Sandy Sprague, District 1

Sergeant At-Arms
Ron Nelson, District 2

Tribal Chaplain
Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1

Council Member
Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1

Council Member
Lindy Hunt, District 1

Council Member
Julius Peters, District 1

Council Member
Chip Neyome, District 1

Council Member
Tim J. Davis, District 1

Council Member
Michele Stanley, District 3

TribalCommunity

Enrollment/Tribal Clerk's Department

Notice of Fee Schedules Effective as of April 16, 2014

Enrollment Application Fee      $100 per application

Enrollment File Copies       $1 per page

Replacement Tribal Membership Cards     $10 each

Replacement Voter Registration Cards     $10 each

Replacement Resident Tribal Member Cards    $25 each

Governmental IDs       $10 each

Replacement Golf Cards       $10 each

Faxes         $2.50 per page

Minutes (more than 60 days old)      10 cents per page

Power of Attorney Filing Fees      $50 first time

Subsequent POA Filing Fee      $100 per POA filed

(As approved by Tribal Council Motions)

Tribal Members needed to inventory POWTS Project

Radio Disney Detroit celebrates SEWPH's anniversary

DON SEAL
Planning Director

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, in conjunc-
tion with Indian Health Services (IHS), is seeking 
Tribal members to inventory their Private Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems (POWTS) Project. 

Phase 1 is an inventory, pumping and inspection 
of the POWTS systems and once all data is gathered, 
the repairs will be completed as a subsequent Phase 
2, known as the POWTS Repair Project. 

The Tribe and the IHS are encouraging Tribal 
members to participate in the Project as a benefit to 
Tribal member homeowners. We will be conduct-
ing an inventory of private onsite wastewater treat-
ment systems for Tribal member homes throughout 

Radio Disney Detroit joined the Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel in celebrating the two year 
anniversary of SEWPH’s opening. The sun-drenched 
May 23 event concluded music, games and prizes.

Melinda Coffin, SEWPH associate general man-
ager was on site to watch the Radio Disney Road 
Crew go through many contests with youth winning 
Disney and Waterpark-related prizes.

“The Radio Disney Road Crew put on a fantastic 
event for our guests,” Coffin said. “The day was per-
fect for families to enjoy a great time at the Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel.”

Stay tuned as Radio Disney Detroit returns to 
SEWPH on August 29 during Labor Day Weekend.

the Isabella Reservation, Clare, Arenac, Midland and 
Isabella counties in Michigan.  

Septic systems will be pumped and inspected at no 
expense to the homeowner by licensed and certified 
pumpers and inspectors. Homeowners must be willing 
to allow pumpers and inspectors on site for this work. 
This work will be scheduled with the homeowners.

Please contact Don Seal if you have questions 
or concerns:

Don Seal
Planning Director/Community Engineer
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan
7070 E. Broadway Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Please reply by Monday July 28, 2014.

Please check one:
  

        Tribal Member Elder 50+  (I want my complimentary copy) 

        Tribal Member 49 or younger  (I have enclosed the $15 per year)

        Non-Tribal Member (I have enclosed the $30 per year)

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City: ________________  State: _______  Zip code: __________ 

Tribal Observer Tribal Observer Advertising
Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 
To change your mailing address or contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 
  

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to:
 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
c/o Tribal Observer
7070 E. Broadway R.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
You may also e-mail us at observer@sagchip.org.

  

Subscription rates are $30 per year for non-Tribal members and $15 for Tribal Members 49 years and younger. 
Tribal Elders continue to receive complimentary mailed copy but are still required to fill out a subscription form. 
   

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process.
   

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968.

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information.
 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20.
 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 

 

Tribal Observer Subscription Form

Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer
Attn: Subscriptions
7070 E. Broadway Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Tribal Observer
Contact Information: 
989-775-4010
Observer@Sagchip.org

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Radio Disney Detroit provides a word scramble 
contest for children visiting SEWPH.

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick
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Tribal Council honored for two percent grant to fulfill Peace Mosaic vision

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

Chief Steven Pego and Chaplain 
Jennifer Wassegijig for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan attended 
West Intermediate’s Peace 
Mosaic dedication ceremony on 
Friday, May 23. 

Tribal Council’s two percent 
funding made the project pos-
sible, with the assistance of the 
Mount Pleasant Area Community 
Foundation and the Mount 
Pleasant Board of Education. 

After all of the students’ hard 
work, the official mosaic ribbon 
cutting ceremony occurred dur-
ing the school’s annual end-of-
the-year assembly.

The Wabanaisee Snowbird 
Singers performed an honor song 
and a working song to celebrate 
the students’ artistic work.   

“Our people have always 
been artists,” Anishinabe Kwe 
Mae Pego said during the 
assembly. “We are so pleased to 
see that something like this can 
be created within the school, and 
it’s really utmost importance 
that our Tribal Council can fund 
things like this.” 

Under the direction of Boston-
based artist Joshua Winer, 
and local artist and Seventh 
Generation’s Lee Ann Ruffino, 
West Intermediate students came 
together for two days and created 
all kinds of art work around the 
theme of peace. 

The official dedication ceremony of 
the West Intermediate Peace Mosaic 

occurred Friday, May 23.

Alpheus Media Filmmaker Mat Hames and Photography 
Director Wilson Waggoner give direction to their actors as 

they prepare to shoot their documentary.

Student counselor Laura 
Gourlay had a vision to make this 
mosaic happen. 

“Josh went home to Boston 
with a stack of student art work, 
filed through it… and pulled out 
images that best represented peace 
in our community at this particu-
lar moment,” Gourlay said. 

Chief Pego, Wassegijig, 
Gourlay and community mem-
bers left the assembly to view the 
complete mosaic and begin the 
dedication ceremony.  

“I’m an artist too, and I know 
of the work planned for this,” 
Chief Pego said. “From Council 
we say, ‘miigwetch’ for the beau-
tiful piece of work and dedica-
tion… Every day was art for us. 
We took care of our lodges and 

everything inside 
was of art… 
everything was 
beauty… every-
thing was done 
with quillwork 
from a porcupine 
and natural colors 
from berries… 
everything we’ve 
done, even our 
clothing, was 
done in an art-
ist’s way.” 

The peace 
mosaic contains 
images of the SCIT medicine 
wheel and Seven Grandfather 
Teachings, a peace dove juxta-
posed with the hawk of war, Chief 
Little Elk, weapons thrown into a 

fire, peace for the U.S. Military, 
Martin Luther King Jr., the 
Chippewa River and the school’s 
motto “because no one should 
have to go it alone.” 

Repatriation documentary takes center stage at Ziibiwing on June 17
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

The Ziibiwing Center took cen-
ter stage as staff joined Tribal 
Public Relations in welcoming 
the Alpheus Media production 
team as they began filming an 
upcoming Public Broadcasting 
Service, or PBS, documentary 
on repatriation. 

The documentary features 
the Eastern Shoshone and 
Northern Arapaho of the Wind 
River Reservation in Wyoming 
and the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

“PBS Director Mat Hames 
and fellow PBS Photography 
Director Wilson Waggoner made 
a June 17 site visit to Ziibiwing 
Center and began filming a doc-
umentary on connecting to our 
Tribal history, repatriation and 
NAGPRA,” Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden said. 
“We needed about 30 youth to 
be roaming the exhibit for this 
filming and we had many excited 
Tribal youth who were more than 
willing to participate.”

“We're excited to announce 
our Wind River film received 
Independent Television Service 
(IVTS) Open Call 2014 funding, 
as well as funding from the pres-
tigious Vision Maker Media,” 
Hames said. “Our goal for the 

documentary is to show who 
owns the past and how heritage 
can be reclaimed. The people 
of Wind River are starting their 
efforts and can learn much from 
the groundwork done by the 
Saginaw Chippewas and we hope 
to convey that journey on film.” 

Vision Maker Media shares 
Native stories with the world 
and is considered a premiere 
source for quality Native 
American and Pacific Islander 
educational and home videos 
across the globe. ITVS funds, 
presents and promotes award-
winning documentaries and 
dramas on public television, 
innovative new media projects 
on the web, and the Emmy® 
Award-winning weekly 
series “Independent Lens” on 
Mondays at 10 p.m. on PBS.

Ziibiwing Director Shannon 
Martin addressed the actors on 
how the journey of repatriation 
started for the Tribe in 1994.

Throughout the next year, 
Hames and Alpheus Media 
will be focused on finishing the 
documentary, which they began 
while working on a project with 
Wyoming PBS nearly three 
years ago. This summer, their 
team will journey back to the 
Wind River Reservation to con-
tinue production. 

“We are deeply honored that 
the people of the Wind River 
Reservation have allowed us to 
tell part of their story, and we do 
not take it lightly,” Hames said. 
“We feel a huge sense of responsi-
bility to create a film worthy of the 
amazing people involved.”

The documentary carries the 
vision of Elder Philbert McCleod, 
of the Eastern Shoshone Tribe, 
who has lived on the isolated 
Wind River Indian Reservation in 
Wyoming all his life. He left only 
once to fight in Vietnam where he 
nearly died in three terrifying heli-
copter crashes. What helped him 
survive? Philbert believes an old-
beaded charm passed down to him 
by an Elder saved his life. He had 
much taken from him by the war, 
but the charm has grounded him 
for more than 40 years. Artifacts 
like it have largely disap-
peared as the Reservation, like 
Philbert, has endured a legacy 
of devastation dating back to 
Wind River’s inception.

When a movement starts up 
on Wind River to reclaim what's 
been lost, Philbert is swept along. 
Reluctant at first, the experience 
unleashes not the bad spirits he 

feared, but a reconnection with his 
past that makes him stronger. He 
and other Elders want youth, such 
as high school student Mikala and 
young journalist Jordan, who 
also call Wind River home, to 
know who they are and to be 
inspired to bring home the arti-
facts which were taken away 
long ago. With Mikala and 
Jordan, Philbert journeys off 
the Reservation for the first 
time since 1967 to explore Wind 
River's artifacts and learn how 
they vanished in the first place.

Weaving past and present, 
reality and traditional beliefs, 
the Wind River documentary 
captures the sparks of an awak-
ening as the youth search for 
ways to recover what's been lost. 

Hames is an award-winning 
filmmaker based in Austin, 
Texas. He has been fortunate 
to travel the world, including 
Africa, Europe and the Middle 
East, finding little-known stories 

and portraying his subjects with 
extreme sensitivity. 

Ziibiwing Curator William 
Johnson views this production as 
another opportunity for SCIT to 
share a bond of repatriation with 
another sovereign Tribal nation.

“I truly appreciate Mat and 
Wilson being able to tell the story 
of the Eastern Shoshone and 
Northern Arapaho of the Wind 
River Reservation in Wyoming 
and how the Saginaw Chippewas 
shared a similar path” Johnson 
said. “I realize their journey will 
be one of perseverance and love. 
One of my most favorite quotes 
in our Ziibiwing Identity Theater 
is ‘a society that is guided by its 
heart is the society that’s going to 
flourish,’ a SCIT Tribal Elder said 
this many years ago and it still 
resounds true today.”

A 2015 air date for the 
completed production will be 
announced through SCIT Public 
Relations at a later time.

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

At Faith Indian Church of the Nazarene
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Ages 5-12

VBS July 20-23

Tribal community youth and SEWPH participate in 

SUMMER FEST PARADE 
The Youth LEAD Department with Youth Council and representa-
tives from the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel participated in 
the Mount Pleasant Summer Festival parade on Friday, June 6. 

The youth and participants lined up in their sports gear or 
regalia in the Sacred Heart Parish parking lot. The parade went 
through Illinois to Main and Broadway streets. 

Youth Council decorated the float from Seventh Generation, 
showed off their regalia and passed out candy. Youth athletes rode 
in the brand new fully-loaded truck donated by Graff Chevrolet. 
Youth dancers, drummers and singers performed for the Mount 
Pleasant community. 

“It was a great representation of our healthy, strong youth and 
the great strides we are taking to ensure that they continue to be 
successful,” Youth LEAD Activities Manager Ronnie Ekdahl said. 

SEWPH employees, along with Gizi, represented the water-
park and passed out candy. 

Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck
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Congratulations to Natalie 
Nichols and Danielle Kennedy, 
our SELC May Employees of 
the Month! 

Natalie is a supervisor in 
the Slot Department. She has 
worked for Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino since the open-
ing in 2007. Natalie was nomi-
nated by an executive supervi-
sor for her outstanding work 
ethics. There is always a smile 
on her face and she exceeds in 
customer service!  

During one instance, when a 
guest won a jackpot, there was 
some type of glitch in the system, 
showing there were two different 
winners. Natalie kept the guest 

happy while they tracked down 
what was causing the glitch. In 
the end, the guest received his 
jackpot and was very happy. 
Great job, Natalie! 

Danielle is a security guard 
on first shift and has also been 
with SELC since its opening.  
Danielle has been nominated sev-
eral times by her supervisors and 
co-workers. She is outstanding 

with customer service and shows 
enthusiasm for her job!

A few months back, Danielle 
was doing a check of our attic. 
She actually caught and stopped 
a possible fire. She often will 
shorten her breaks to assist in 
calls or deliveries. Danielle is a 
true advantage to the Security 
Department. Thank you, Danielle, 
for everything you do! 

CHRISTY FEDAK
Administrative Assistant II

The Month of July

Search Sagamok Shell of Mt. Pleasant! 
Scan the code to go straight to our page!

With coupon only limit one (1) per customer  
Mt. Pleasant Location Only -  Expires 7/31/2014

Search Cardinal Pharmacy! 
Scan the code to go straight to our page!

Not Valid On Sale Items  - Expires 7/31/2014 
With coupon only limit one (1) per customer     

Sagamok Shell
2428 S. Leaton Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
(989) 775-5800

Cardinal Pharmacy
2410 S. Leaton Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
(989) 317-3700

$1 Off
Any Lakota 

Popcorn Product

$5 Off
Any Gift Purchase

Over $20

Saganing May Employees of the Month

Natalie Nichols Danielle Kennedy

Behavioral Health would like to recognize 
Evelyn Recker who is retiring after more 
than 20 years of service to the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Much has changed in 20 years and 
I’m sure she has some great stories to 

share during that time. Among the many 
wonderful gifts she received from our 
staff and the great potluck provided, she 
received a wooden Eagle Feather plaque 
made by Anishinabe community mem-
ber Ben Hinmon at Seventh Generation. 

She will be able to take this with her 
on her next chapter in life and we wish 
her the very best.

HUNTER GENIA
Behavioral Health Director

Evelyn Recker retires after 20 years of service

Coleman Memorial Day celebration brings community together “United By Sacrifice”
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

On Memorial Day 2014, 
Tribal Council for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan joined 
the Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Warrior Society, 
or AOVWS, and VFW Post 
1071 to celebrate a “United 
By Sacrifice” Dedication 
Ceremony at the City of 
Coleman Veterans Memorial.

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
and his wife Mae sang an honor 
song for the dedication cer-
emony. Chief Pego rode with 
City of Coleman Mayor Gene 
Robinson during their annual 
parade festivities. 

Tribal Members Linze Ritter 
and AOVWS veterans Weekaun 
Kent Jackson and Okima I Mike 
Perez also took part in the cer-
emony honoring those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice.

“We do these ceremonies in 
a good way and to share these 
teachings with others in a respect-
ful manner,” Jackson said. “When 
we stand together with our sacred 
items and share that medicine, all 
who are present gather strength 
from the medicine teachings.”

Artist and sculptor Lynn 
Liverton flew in from Honolulu 
to be a part of the unveiling of her 
work “United By Sacrifice.”

“The Tribe has been so 
respectful of the artwork and I am 
honored today to be here with the 

Tribal Chief and the veterans for 
the unveiling,” Liverton said. “I 
hope when people come to view 
this memorial it moves them like 
it moved me in creating it.”

State Rep. Kevin Cotter 
(R-Mount Pleasant) attended the 
parade and gathering in support 
of the veterans. 

“It was a beautiful ceremony 
and an honor to see all the fami-
lies come out to support our 
armed forces and those who gave 
so much for our country,” Rep. 
Cotter said. “It is an honor to be 
here with Chief Pego and my 
friends from the Tribe to honor 
such an important occasion.”

SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier was 

pleased by the outpouring sup-
port and to see the spirit of 
togetherness demostrated.

“Memorial Day was cel-
ebrated by the Tribal commu-
nity of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe and the city of 
Coleman in a reverent and hon-
orable fashion,” Cloutier said. 
“It is good to know there are 
communities such as Coleman 
who are keenly aware of our 
people’s dedication and sac-
rifice for freedom. The fifth 
statue of a Native American 
World War I soldier being 
added to the Veterans Memorial 
was very fitting and clearly 
shows the spirit of patriotism 
Coleman carries in its heart.” 

Two quotes from past 
Tribal leaders were included 
as a part of the ceremony. The 
first quote was from Mohawk 
Tribal leader Joseph Brant 
Thayendanegea who said, “No 
person among us desires any 
other reward for performing a 
brave and worthy action, but 
the consciousness of having 
served his nation.”

The second quote was stated 
in 1917 by Chief Red Fox to 
U.S. Secretary of War Newton 
Baker, “We beg of you to give us 
the right to fight… we guarantee 
to you, sir, our hearts could be 
for no better cause than to fight 
for the land we love and for the 
freedom we share.”

We rejoice in the hope of your glory, as we have gathered on this 
occasion to honor the sentinels of freedom, who have guarded 
the citadel of democracy

We thank Thee that we shall dedicate today another figure of 
World War I, 

And of the First, Native Nation of our Land

As we have dedicated these monuments in times past, they con-
tinue to bear silent witness to the sacrifice that speaks to the 
eternal vigilance that is the price of freedom

We pray for the families who have given loved ones on the bat-
tlefields, known and lesser known, but all greatly essential

We pray for the Men and Women who hold aloft their arma-
ments that the torch of liberty should not be extinguished

We pray for the President, The Congress, and The Courts
We here to fore resolve that as Christ died to make men Holy, 
we shall dedicate ourselves to the task to Make Men Free… 
Free to Worship, Free to Spread the Good News, Free to reap 
the Bounty of the Earth, and Free to explore the boundless 
expansion of the Heaven.

Amen...

A Memorial Day Prayer 
solemnly delivered by Dr. Roderick P. Anderson

“United By Sacrifice” artist and sculptor Lynn 
Liverton shares a moment with SCIT Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego at the Coleman Veterans Memorial.

The Anishinabe Ogitchedaw Veterans 
Warrior Society proudly display their 
Eagle Staffs and colors at the 2014 

Coleman Memorial Day Parade.

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick
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Green Hills Golf Outing in Pinconning supports Saganing Powwow

The return of your paper Social Security benefits statements 

Green Hills Golf Club in 
Pinconning, Mich. was filled 
with golfers competing in sup-
port of the annual Honoring 
Saganing Traditional Powwow. 
On Friday, June 13, 22 teams, 
each made up of four people, 
competed in the golf tourna-
ment to win cash prizes, receive 
a courtesy dinner from Green 
Hills, and a chance to win the 
“hole in one car giveaway” 
sponsored by Keyser Chevrolet 
Buick, all while helping aid in 
funding for the powwow.

Because the Saganing 
Powwow is self-funded, any 
leftover funds go toward next 
year’s powwow, At-Large 
Elders Advocate and Powwow 
Committee Member Lisa 
Peters said. 

Do you remember the paper 
Social Security benefits state-
ments you received annually 
in the mail? Did you even real-
ize that they had stopped?

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

MIKKI MARCOTTE
Case Manager

Community awareness and 
promotion for the powwow is also 
benefited from the golf outing. 

Tribal Council member 
Michele Stanley came up 
with the idea to develop the 
golf outing. 

If you have been wonder-
ing what happened to them, you 
will be happy to know the Social 
Security Administration plans to 
resume mailing the benefit state-
ments in September 2014.

It used to be everyone who 
had paid into the system got 
a statement. But, starting this 

“Michele wanted to add some 
fun components to the pow-
wow,” Peters said. “She felt that 
the Tribal community loves to 
golf, so the committee decided 
to try it, and the golf outing has 
been a great success.”

Taking first place was Chase 
Owl, Eric Rodriquez, Derrick 
Owl and Kelly Chamberlain. 
Two teams tied for second place. 

It was a collaborative effort 
to make this year’s golf out-
ing possible.

“We want to thank the peo-
ple that made the event fun and 
enjoyable; Louanna Bruner 
and the training department, 
Sandy Sprague, Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino and 
staff, hole sponsors and Green 
Hills staff,” Peters said. 

Despite the windy weather, 
the 88 golfers came out to 
have fun and assist in funding 
the annual Saganing powwow.

year, not everyone will receive 
the paper statements, which will 
give you an estimate of how 
many credits you have and your 
future Social Security earnings. 

According to Reuters.com, 
the paper statements will be 
mailed to workers at ages 25, 30, 
35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60 and older. 

Thank you from the Saganing Traditional 
Powwow Committee

On behalf of the Saganing 
Traditional Powwow Committee, 
we would like to send a special 
thank you out to the many peo-
ple who, without their help, the 
Powwow would not have been 
possible; our Powwow building 
team of Ed Matthews, David 
Darnell, Jonathan Ayling, Ron 
DeFoy, Tracey Chamberlain 
and Dan Bennett. 

Thank you to Michele 
Stanley for donating lunch for 
the team; Tribal Council, Tony 
Federico, Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino and its employ-
ees, Ron Nelson-Saganing 

representative, the Pamame 
family for acting as our fire 
keepers, Tribal Maintenance 
department, and Migizi 
Economic Development Corp., 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
and Saganing Facilities depart-
ments, Frank Cloutier, Saganing 
Tribal Police and Tribal Fire, 
and the Warrior Society. 

Also, thank you to the 
At-Large Cultural Committee 
for donating their time and 
handling the T-shirt sales, 
Green Hills Golf Course 
staff in the assistance of our 
Golf Outing on Friday and to 

Jodi Valley from the Finance 
Department of SELC for act-
ing as our accountant for the 
weekend, Louanna Bruner 
and the Training department 
for the fun games, Sandy 
Sprague for helping with the 
golf registration and being the 
most wonderful park ranger. 

Our mascot day was a 
success with both young 
and old. Thanks to Gizi 
(Eagle) from Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark, Mshika (Turtle) 
from Ziibiwing, Lou E. Loon 
from the Great Lakes Loons, 
Sammy Spirit (Eagle) from 
the Saginaw Spirit Hockey 
Team and Mighty Mouse 
and King Cheese from the 
Pinconning Cheese Festival. 
Thank you to all of the mas-
cots and their handlers. 

We would also like to take 
a moment to thank the Creator 
for blessing us with a beauti-
ful weekend of weather. 

Everyone Welcome
Friday, July 25, 2014

At-Large 
Community Picnic

Remember, if you've signed up 
to view your benefits statements 
online, you will not get the 
mailed statement.

The AARP stated that 
the mailed earnings state-
ments are important for many 
Americans, because so few 
people, about 11 million, have 
signed up to read them online.

“Social Security is and will 
continue to be the foundation to a 
secure retirement,” Gary Koenig, 
director of economic security at 
the AARP Public Policy Institute 
said. “It is important that people 
have a basic understanding of 

what their benefits may be when 
planning for their future.”

The SSA finally decided to 
reinstate mailed statements after 
receiving “pressure from the 
advocacy groups for the elderly 
and other Americans who do 
not have regular access to the 
Internet,” according to The 
Washington Post. 

Millions of Americans, includ-
ing 25 percent without Internet 
access, have no way to verify the 
accuracy of their Social Security 
benefits, or even plan for retire-
ment without the mailed Social 
Security earnings statements. 

Tribal members Melinda 
Coffin and Stephanie 

Peters are all smiles in 
their Green Hills golf cart.

At-Large golf outing staffers Denise Pelcher (left) and 
Lisa Peters (right) join Tribal Council Secretary Sandy 

Sprague in registering golfers.
Long drivers Dennis Kequom, Vinnie Kequom, Michael 

Funmaker and Bear Raphael get ready for the competition.

Tiffany Bennett, Mike Floyd Jr., Tim Mandoka and Bruce 
Bennett pose for a photo before teeing off.

Brian Quigno, Kelly Sprague, Pat Naganashe and Mike 
McCreery have fun at the Green Hills Golf Outing. 

A total of 88 golfers com-
peted in support of the 

2014 Honoring Saganing 
Traditional Powwow.
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NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

Eighty years ago, it was put 
to an end… 80 years ago, the 
children were freed… 80 years 
ago, the suffering diminished… 
80 years ago, it was all over….
hardly. Today, the memories still 
linger. Today, the stories are still 
painful. Today, it still affects 
families. Today, coping is still 
difficult. It may have “ended” 
80 years ago, but it’s not over.

June 6, 2014 marked the 
80th anniversary of the Mount 
Pleasant Indian Industrial 
Boarding School, or MIIBS, 
closing. The school operated 
from 1893 to 1934, averaging 
300 student enrollments per year 
in kindergarten to eighth grade. 

Similar to other American 
Indian boarding schools, stu-
dents were forbidden to speak 
their language, practice their 
beliefs and honor their culture. 
These young children were 
taken from their homes and 
forced to perform manual labor, 

and many became victims of 
abuse by school facilitators. 

June 6 was the day to remem-
ber and honor the students for 
their enduring atrocity, strength 
and resilience. 

At 7 a.m., the Sunrise 
Ceremony at Mission Creek 
Cemetery began and at 9:30 
a.m. the Pipe Ceremony was 
underway with Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego and Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veteran George 
Martin officiating both.

Saginaw Chippewa Academy 
students attended the morning’s 
events. Chief Pego explained 
to them what students their age 
had endured at MIIBS. 

“Just imagine being taken 
away from your family from 
first grade until you grew up,” 
Chief Pego said. “In the mean-
time, some of their parents died 
so they didn’t have a mom and 
dad to go back to. Some of the 
(students) died here… you can 
feel their spirit. And some grew 
up with abuse here.” 

Along with Tribal and com-
munity members, SCA students 

lined up behind the 
Ogitchedaw Veterans 
for the Grand Entry and 
Flag Song, performed 
by Great Lakes Alliance 
Drum. Each individual 
carried a necklace of 
name tags of students 
who had never made it 
back home. 

“Walk those chil-
dren in so we can 
celebrate their lives,” 
Public Relations 
Director and emcee 
Frank Cloutier said. 

MIIBS administra-
tive records reported 
only five deaths 

throughout the school’s history. 
Ziibiwing Center researchers 
have discovered 215. 

Ziibiwing Curator William 
Johnson read off the 215 student 
names, followed with a drum beat 
to honor each student’s demise. 

During the Honor Song, par-
ticipants were advised to dance 
in place to honor and remember 
these children. 

Children would secretly 
meet in the basement to pray, 
they came into school and had 
to follow rules they never had 
to follow before, they couldn’t 
speak their language or partake 
in their traditional ceremonies, 
Chief Pego said. 

“Now we can have our sweat 
lodges wherever we want,” he 
said causing applause.

As the community gathered 
to honor, heal and remember, 
guided 30-minute site tours 
were given. 

“Today, we honor those stu-
dents… for their dedication 
to hold on to their culture that 
was trying to be wiped away 
from them,” Craig Graveratte, 
At-Large supervisor and MIIBS 
Committee vice-chairman said. 
“Today, we begin to heal the 
decades of trauma that fol-
lowed… throughout the genera-
tions. Today, we remember those 
students who couldn’t enjoy 
their culture, language, traditions 
and childhood. Today, we will 
speak our language, sound our 
drums and voices in song, dance 
our culture and bring back what 
was taken away.” 

Keynote speaker Dr. Sarah 
Surface-Evans of Central 
Michigan University and her 
Field School students discussed 
archeological findings on the 
MIIBS grounds from 2012-2013. 

“One of the things we’ve 
been working on this past year 
is to seek nomination of the 
boarding school for the National 
Register of Historic Places,” 
Dr. Surface-Evans said. “Once 
it’s officially recognized as a 
national register site, it is eligi-
ble for grant money and funding 
to hopefully restore and retain 
this very important property.” 

Behavioral Health 
Administrator Hunter Genia dis-
cussed historical trauma implica-
tions in the present day. 

Genia began by asking, 
“How many of you know a fam-
ily member, friend or commu-
nity member that has struggled 
with addiction, mental health, 
family or domestic violence, or 
any form of assault?”

Now, how many of you know 
if who you are referring to 
attended or had a family mem-
ber attend an American Indian 
boarding school, Genia asked. 

“As a community, we’ve never 
really addressed or talked about 
it openly, and to my knowledge, 
this is the first time we have ever 
talked about historical trauma in 
this format,” he said. “Let’s not 
brush it under a rug, let’s not deny 
this has happened.” 

Interim Education Director 
Melissa Montoya and Jingle 
Dress Dancer Yebishawn 
Oldshield shared a few words 
before the closing Jingle Dress 
Healing Dance, Celebratory 
Round Dance, the Giveaway 
and Traveling Song. 

“I never understood how (his-
torical trauma) impacted me in 
the way I am today,” Montoya 
said. “I think there are a lot of 
us that think that because we 
weren’t in those walls, we 
weren’t impacted. Everyone here 
was impacted. The way you act, 
the things you do, the way you 
raise your children, the way you 
manage your feelings… that was 
all learned here… for those that 
don’t think we have an issue out 
here, we do. How many young 

people have we buried in the past 
five years because they don’t 
know another way to cope?”

The community united for 
honoring, healing and remem-
bering. Young children who 
lost their lives within the board-
ing school were recognized for 
their strength and courage. The 
search for more souls and their 
final resting places continues. 

The Jingle Dress Healing Dancers gather with members of the Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veteran Warrior Society before the celebratory round dance.

Participants carried the names of the 
215 deceased students.

Behavioral Health 
Administrator Hunter 

Genia gives a presenta-
tion on historical trauma.

Community members gather as Ziibiwing Curator William Johnson read off the names of 
each of the 215 students who perished at MIIBS. A single drum beat followed to honor 

each student’s demise.

SCIT Tribal Chief Steven 
Pego addresses those in 

attendance.

Native American artist Joe 
Reilly shares a message of 

healing through music. 

Members of the Ogitchedaw Veteran Warriors Society, led by 
Head Veteran George Martin, begin Grand Entry. 

CMU Field School student 
Patrick Lawton educates 

community members 
on the Mount Pleasant 

Indian Industrial Boarding 
School grounds.

(Pictured left to right) Anishinabe 
Kwe drummers Guadalupe 
Gonzalez, Marcella Hadden, 

Colleen Green, Christina Benz, 
Christa Gomez and Bea Jackson 
share a water song during sun-

rise ceremonies.
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GVSU students gain a two-week learning experience with SCIT

Walleyes for Warriors mobilized veterans to Bay City Memorial Park

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

For the past 10 years, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan has collaborated with 
Grand Valley State University to 
offer students a two-week experi-
ence working with the Tribe.

GVSU social work stu-
dents were placed in various 
Tribal departments including 
Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe 
Culture & Lifeways, Youth 
LEAD, Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy, Tribal Court, 
Behavioral Health, Seventh 

Generation, Public Health, 
ACFS and Andahwod.  

Behavioral Health Admin- 
istrator Hunter Genia and GVSU 
Associate Professor Patricia 
Stow Bolea work together to 
make sure the opportunity is pos-
sible each year. 

“I want to thank Patty for 
making sure that this program 
still stays intact and students 
can sign up for it,” Genia said. 
“We are the only Michigan tribe 
that has a two-week program 
like this with a university.” 

The students’ last day 
occurred Friday, May 9, when 
they met at Seventh Generation 
for a ceremony and send-off. 
One-by-one the students shared 
what the experience meant to 
them and what they learned.

“When I initially signed up for 
this course, I didn’t realize how 
impactful this experience would 
be,” GVSU student Karl Butler 
said. “To come here and feel so 
welcome and accepted as a stu-
dent, but more so to feel accepted 
as a person, it meant a lot to me… 
being here made me appreciate 
how important family and cul-
ture are, and that inspired me to 
figure out who I am; my family, 
my ancestors, my heritage… I 

feel I didn’t just have a school 
experience, I had an experi-
ence of a lifetime.” 

Students worked with differ-
ent Tribal directors throughout 
the week, gaining new experience 
every day. 

“Speaking with Wilma 
(Henry) here at Seventh 
Generation, we were speak-
ing about spirituality, taking 
what you need from what you 
learned throughout your life and 
moving forward, and that just 
really touched me how open 
you were and it helped me with 
my own journey more than I 
can express,” student Ashtyn 
Harloff said through her tears. 
“One of my goals when I go 
back is to try to express to other 
students how impactful this 
experience is and encourage 
them to also go on this journey.” 

Student Saddie Chairo worked 
with Ziibiwing Director Shannon 
Martin and became educated on 
the boarding school era. 

“Hearing Shannon and her 
personal stories about board-
ing schools, and how that has 
affected her life, has turned 
into something I would have 
never gotten from a text book,” 
Chairo said. “I feel like I came 

here to help, but you guys have 
helped me shape my career as a 
social worker.” 

On April 28, their first day, the 
students received an initial cul-
tural orientation. 

“What a lesson it was about 
how a community can func-
tion,” student Allison Mace 
said. “Even if there are issues, 
even if there are struggles, the 
community works so hard to 
make the means of those peo-
ple in such a comprehensive 
way. I just can’t even express 
how much I learned… it’s 
made me think about my own 
practice and how I want to 
move forward.”

For Genia, it is important the 
students educate others on the 
Native American truths they 
have learned. 

“The fact that we only make 
about two percent of total popu-
lation in the United States means 
we need allies,” Genia said. 
“Help us share accurate informa-
tion about who we are and the 
things we are doing that most of 
America has not known… Public 
education is severely lacking any 
knowledge of our people.” 

SCIT program directors and 
GVSU representatives are look-
ing to continue the ongoing 
relationship and celebrate 10 
more years. 

GVSU students Karl 
Butler and Ashtyn Harloff 
share their appreciation 
for working in numerous 

SCIT departments. 

GVSU Associate Professor Patricia Stow Bolea and social 
work students Saddie Chairo and Allison Mace reflect on 

their two-week educational experience with the Tribe. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s environmental team 
is partnering with Lee Sprague to conduct a wild rice res-
toration project in the Saganing area. The project is being 
funded by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The year-
long project will identify areas where wild rice is currently 
growing and potential areas where new planting could occur. 
We are also, noting the effect of climate change on wild rice. 
For more information regarding this project, contact Sally 
Kniffen, environmental specialist 989-775-4015. 

Saganing Wild Rice Project

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

The stars and stripes lined the 
pier along families and support-
ers of veterans eager to show 
how their day on the Saginaw 
Bay went. Event Organizer 
Nels Larsen deemed this fourth 
annual Walleyes for Warriors a 
huge success. 

“This year, we had over 115 
boat captains and first mates 
take over 225 veterans out on 
the Saginaw Bay,” Larsen said. 
“Weather-wise, it was a bit 
windy but that didn't stop our 
veterans from bringing back in 
1,058 walleye in just six hours of 
fishing. As usual, our fish clean-
ing volunteers did an incredible 
job cleaning the fish and getting 
them bagged up for the veter-
ans to take home with them. It’s 
humbling and a proud moment 
to see many of these veterans 
who have enjoyed this experi-
ence for the first time and those 
who come back year after year to 
support this worthy effort.”

The veterans and boat crews 
were treated to boxed lunches and 
a catered dinner by Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort and Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino.

Larsen also gave a special 
thank you to their corporate 
sponsors from the Tribe and 
other businesses. 

“Without the Tribe, 
Advanced Text Screen Printing, 
Dow Corning, SC Johnson, 

Northwoods Wholesale Outlet, 
Innovacyn and many others, we 
wouldn't be able to give our vet-
erans the thank you and welcome 
home they deserve,” Larsen said. 
“Finally, thank you to our boat 
captains, first mates and volun-
teer. Whether you were taking our 
veterans out on your boat, help-
ing them reel in a fish, or setting 
up tables and chairs, each and 
every one of you helped make 
WFW 2014 a memorable one for 
everyone who was involved in 
this year's event.”

Tanya Bardy, Soaring 
Eagle Sponsorship and pro-
motions manager, informs 
there is honored in assisting 
Walleyes for Warriors. 

“This is a tradition for SECR 
and our team takes pride in 
this event. Our staff brings 
their families out to volunteer 
for this event; gives up their 
special Father’s Day and the 
team would not have it another 
way,” Bardy explains. “I would 
really like our F&B team to get 
some kudos on this as this is 

The warriors show off their walleyes on a boat sponsored 
by Frank’s Great Outdoors and Linwood Beach Marina.

something they do every year 
and truly do an amazing job”.

Tribal Elder and U.S. Army 
(1967-1969) Vietnam Veteran 
Jim Bailey said the view, as he 
and fellow veteran Steve Cline 
came into Memorial Park, “sent 
chills down your spine” as one 
saw the flags, family, friends and 
freedom riders. 

“The Tribe’s involvement…
shows other sponsors that Indian 
people are the first to recognize 
and appreciate the sacrifices 
made by the veterans and all that 
can be done must be done for the 
protectors of our country and our 
freedoms,” Bailey said. “This 
event is what the saying ‘we take 
care of our own’ was meant to be, 
no matter their wound or disabil-
ity, every vet was put on a boat 
and cared for by the captains, 

first mates and volunteers like he 
was a family member.”

As a 1964-1966 U.S. Army 
veteran with service during 
Vietnam, Tribal Elder David 
Perez said it made him feel priv-
ileged to support the Walleye 
for Warriors event. 

“Historically, American 
Indians have the highest rate of 
military service of any ethnic 
group in the United States,” Perez 
said. “The Tribe’s involvement 
supports continued participation 
of the Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Warriors Society with 
Walleye for Warriors. Native 
American Warriors embrace all 
in defense of family, home and 
nation. Participation in events 
like Walleye for Warriors demon-
strates that the Native tradition of 
support is alive and well.”

Tribal Elder and Veteran Jim Bailey (right) shares a 
moment at Bay City Memorial Park with fellow Veteran 

Steve Cline.

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick
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The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com
*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 

sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .)

WIGWAM WISDOM

Dear WW: I hate summer! First of all, I have to 
find daycare for my three elementary-aged children. 
Daycare and summer programs are expensive and it is 
more driving and rearranging schedules. I get so busy 
just juggling it all, I get summer weary. Not to men-
tion, I get sunburnt easily and have to deal with all the 
mosquitos and bugs! When it gets hot and humid, I 
can’t breathe! Can you give me some suggestions on 
how to balance it all, please! Summer Hater 

Dear Hater: I suggest you get a swimming pool 
and quit your job! Just stay home for the summer! 
However, if you can’t financially do that, why not plan 
earlier in the year? You already know you are going to 
deal with this for the next 10 years or so right? Do you 
have a spouse or family member that can help you in 
picking up or dropping off kids? Are you able to have 
a break by yourself now and then? Limit your time 
in the sun and stay indoors where it is cooler. Maybe 
this is the year to splurge on an air-conditioner if you 
don’t have one. On a positive note for you, summer is 
only about three months long in Michigan. Pray for 
acceptance and start to appreciate what you have now. 
Try not to get overwhelmed with it and break it down 
to one day at a time if you have to. Before you know it, 
those sweet babies of yours will be out the door.

Dear WW: There is a wild Rez dog in my neighborhood 
and I am scared for my children’s safety. The owners 
have two rambunctious boys who are always torment-
ing it. Throwing sticks and stones at it, kicking it. Now 
the dog is very mean and defensive. I can’t understand 
why anyone would want a pet and treat it that way or 
allow their children to treat it that way. I have to have a 
constant eye on my children while they are playing and 
make they come inside if that dog is anywhere in sight! 
Please don’t ask me to talk to the parents, they have 
their own problems caused by drinking. Cujo's Back

Dear Cujo: If that dog is loose and roaming the roads, 
please pick up the phone and call Tribal Police (989) 
775-4700 or the Tip Hotline (989) 775-4775. A dog like 
that is a danger to anyone it encounters especially chil-
dren and the elderly. Never take a chance as dogs can 
cause serious injuries and/or rabies if not vaccinated 
properly. You should also report that the dog itself is 
being abused by the owner’s children. Not only do we 
have rights, but dogs and animals have rights as well. 
Yes, drinking could be the reason why nothing is being 
done. People who are caught up in alcohol and drugs 
have a high potential to neglect the reality that sur-
rounds them. This is a perfect example of that. 

Dear WW: After being married for nearly 20 years, I 
am divorced and starting to date a little. I spent most 
of my life raising my children. I never really had any 
hobbies or special interests and now that I am free, I 
have no idea what I want to do. I’ve been asked out 
by a friend to go on a canoe and fishing trip. Feeling 
like I had to make a decision at the time I was asked, 
I said yes. However, truth be known, I am deathly 
afraid of water. Do I tell him the truth or make an 
excuse to cancel on the day of the trip? I really feel 
this one is a keeper! Wishin I Was Fishin

Dear Wishin: You can’t keep anyone with a lie. 
You have to be truthful if you want anything out of 
this friendship. Pick up the phone and tell him the 
truth. You can do it in a humorous way and say that 
you were so flattered you would have jumped off 
the moon if he asked you! Let him know your fears 
and see how willing he is to assist you. If he’s not 
that willing to assist you or do another activity, I 
guess you’ll know where you stand! 

L ast  M onth’s  Winner:
Marco Angiolini

Roof of Andahwod

Do you know where this is? 
Answer the puzzle correctly 
by June 16 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer.

Submit Answers To:
dcantu@sagchip.org
or call 989-775-4010

Anishinaabemowin
Word Search

Jiingtamok Miinwaa    
It’s Powwow again!

zhooshkwaada'ewigaming
giiwitaa'ayi
niimikaage
giiwitaashkaa
inakamigad
manidoominens
mazinaabidoo'iganaatig
naabidoo'igan
miigwani wiiwakwan
wiingashk
opwaagan
miinidiwag
dewe'igan
ziibaaska'iganagooday
mandaaminaaboo
bakwezhigan
gabeshiwin
gashkibijigan
bashkeweginagooday
gichi-aya'aa

arena
around
dance
encircle 
event
bead
beadloom
beading needle
feather headdress
sweetgrass
pipe
giveaway
drum
jingle dress
corn soup
bread
campsite
bundle
buckskin dress
elder

z g h n a w k a w i i w i n a w g i i m

h x z m a n i d o o m i n e n s t r o a

o w i i n g a s h k q w r t d x c y i z

o y i w s x c d e r v b g t e y u a p i

s v b b a k w e z h i g a n w n b d r n

h x a z q w s c d e t a h n e t c o t a

k g a b e s h i w i n s w g i b n o y a

w q s r f v b g t y p h s t g y o g u b

a o k m n b v x z s q k x r a h o a o i

a a a y a i h c i g t i c f n m b n p d

d p i q w e r t y u o b d v x k a i j o

a l g y h n m j u n i i m i k a a g e o

e m a q z x s w e d p j t h j k n e x i

w x n c f v r t g b m i i n i d i w a g

i n a k a m i g a d p g d f g h m e y a

g r g x g i i w i t a a s h k a a k h n

a f o z c v b n x p l n t r w q a h n a

m v o p w a a g a n d c z s x c d s b a

i b d v f r t b h n m j v b m u n a g t

n a a b i d o o i g a n r t y f a b t i

g i y a a a t i w i i g c v n b m j k g

Fun & Games

Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.,  Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m.   |   Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85
1105 S. Isabella Rd.  Mt. Pleasant        Hatsweb.org        989.775.0830        Email: info@hatsweb.org

Adopt a Pet
Kylie

Kylie is a 3-year-old 
female Boxer/Weimara-
ner who came to HATS 
when her family could 
no longer care for her. 
This sweet girl is a bun-
dle of energy! She loves 
to play with toys and 
romp around in the yard. 
Kylie gets along with some other dogs and she has lived 
with cats in the past! She prefers a home with children at 
least 15 years old! She is seeking a forever home where 
she will receive daily walks or runs, as well as continuing 
her education! Kylie currently knows “sit” and “off.” 

Berlin
Berlin is a 
5 - y e a r - o l d 
D o m e s t i c 
S h o r t h a i r /
mix. She has 
a lot of per-
sonality! She 
can be pretty 
shy at first, though. In general, Berlin is 
quiet, but secretly loves catnip. That's when 
she really comes out of her shell! Her ideal 
family involves a patient soul, content to let 
her lounge around the house (with loads of 
catnip, preferably.)

July 1 - July 15
   

Skins matches at Waabooz Run Golf Course. All players must 
be 40 years old or older, and all players will use the blue tee’s. 
The cost is $20 weekly, plus green fees and cart fees. Tee off 
is at 5:30 p.m. sharp. 

July 12 -  B. Sprague Open
  

10 a.m. shotgun, two person scramble mens/coed divisions 
$120 per team includes skins, green fees, cart and lunch.

July 22 - Sept. 23
No age limit, players under 60 use the blue tees. Players 60 and 
over use the white tees. The cost is $20 per player plus Green 
fees and Cart fees, tee off is at 5:30 p.m. sharp.  

Aug. 2 - Super Skins match on  
  

Super Skins match on Aug. 2 at Waabooz Run. Cost is $50 per 
player plus green/cart fees all three tee markers will be used 
by each player (example Hole #1 Blue Tee, hole #2 White tee, 
Hole #3 Red tee). Two players per team any mix, all teams off 
the first tee starting at 10 a.m.
  
For more information
contact Bernard Sprague at 989-400-1838 or 989-772-4013
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OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10AM-6PM • 6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI
MUSEUM PHONE 1.800.225.8172 EXT 1-54750 • 989.775.4750

www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing • www.nativedirect.com

Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
at the Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 

 INDIAN CAR BINGO 
Tuesday, July 22 • 6-9pm (Rain or Shine)

Regis t ra t ion s tar ts  a t  4:30pm 
$15 per person • Fabulous prizes  
GRAND PRIZE: $1,000 in Gift Cards     

•   LIVE MUSIC: 
      Spirits Rising

•   COMEDY SHOW:
      Amateur Comedy Slam            
       Prizes to participants!

MUSIC & COMEDY NIGHT
  Wednesday, July 23 • 6-9pm 

Exclusive Car 
Bingo Sponsor:

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan

COLLECTION SHOWING:  Thursday, July 24 • 10am-3pm

Music & Comedy
 Night Co-Sponsors:

All proceeds will support educational and cultural programming at the Ziibiwing Center.

SPIRITS RISING
Joe Reilly & Allison Radell

photo courtesy of Linda Wan

•   FAMILY FUN!
       Kid’s Bouncers
        Face Painting
         Balloon Animals 
       $5 Caricatures

Wood Carvings from the Smokey Joe Jackson Collection

Family 

  Fun!

  
OPEN 

to the 

PUBLIC

FREE

 ADMISSION!

FREE

FOOD!

Objects remain on display thru July 31 • 10am-6pm

Community 
Cradleboard Project 

Ongoing

Ar t  Wal k C entral
August  2-20

DIKINAAGAN
Cradleboard Workshop

August  4-8  •  5-7pm

World Indigenous 
Pe ople’s  Day

Double  Fi lm S creening
August  9
1pm-4pm

Americ an Indian
B o arding S cho ol

E duc ator ’s  Training
August  14
9am-6pm

UPC OMING
 EVENT S

CHANGING EXHIBIT
MARCH 15 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2014

The Mount Pleasant 
Indian Industrial 

e x p e r i e n c e

Boarding School

TRUTH
DEBWEWIN

July 5
Men’s & Women’s 
Traditional                     

July 12
Men’s Grass 
& Women’s Jingle

July 19
Men’s Fancy Feather
& Women’s Fancy Shawl

Visit www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing for more information.

    The Midw es t ’s  Pr emier Amer ican Indian Muse um  
          Permanent Exhibit   gift shop   meeting rooms     research center
                      museum phone: 989 775.4750  www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 
open monday thru saturday 10am - 6pm  6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
        

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tibe of Michigan

 12pm, 2pm & 4pm Shows

American Indian 
Dance

“Awaken Your Spirit”

FREE 
& OPEN
to the 
public!

The Youth LEAD depart-
ment, Behavioral Health and 
Ziibiwing Center collaborated 
to bring a community presen-
tation of “Marijuana: Current 
Drug Trends” to the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan on June 12. 

“We’ve received lots of 
feedback about this one as it is 
a ‘hot topic’ right now, politi-
cally and legally,” Youth LEAD 
Diversion Manager Guadalupe 
Gonzalez said. “Please rest 
assured that the Diversion team 
is well aware of the many dif-
ferent drugs affecting our com-
munity, including prescription 
drug abuse and heroin. This 
presentation is one of the many 
we plan to host.” 

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

Psychotherapist Michael Stratton educates on marijuana abuse
East Lansing-based psy-

chotherapist Michael Stratton, 
ACSW, discussed his experi-
ence as a past cannabis addict 
and a current therapist to cli-
ents addicted to the drug.

Stratton first experimented 
with marijuana during his last 
semester of college. 

“When I first tried mari-
juana…nothing at all hap-
pened,” Stratton said.  “I smoked 
it again and it was like a science 
fiction movie… It enhanced 
my senses. I fell in love with 
marijuana pretty quickly after 
that… I started to smoke it on a 
daily basis, and then I started to 
smoke it all day long.” 

Growing up with a family 
who drank frequently, Stratton 
believed he would never drink. 
However, he had his first drink 
at 16 or 17 years old.   

“I didn’t have the same 
(negative) feeling (with mari-
juana) that I had with alco-
hol,” Stratton said.  “I thought 
maybe it was okay to smoke…
for me, it was a gateway drug 
for alcohol.” 

Stratton became unmoti-
vated and depressed while 
using marijuana.

“I was always disappointed 
in what it did to me,” he said. 

Now 23 years sober, Stratton 
continues to provide education 
and counseling to those dealing 
with substance abuse. 

“Marijuana users who 
started by age 15 are five times 
more likely to develop a seri-
ous substance abuse disor-
der than those who wait until 
they are at least 18 years old,” 
Stratton said.  

Nimkee Healthy Start Child 
Nurse Helen Williams attended 
Stratton’s presentation and 
offered insight on drug addic-
tions affecting youth. 

 “ I think starting (drug use) 
at that young age, when your 
cognitive ability isn’t anything 
like it would be as an adult, 
really sets you up to be manip-
ulated or controlled by other 
people,” Williams said. “I see 
marijuana as a gateway drug to 
everything else. All the addicts 
I talked to, they all told me 
they started with marijuana.”

Stratton said mari-
juana use is linked to 
higher school drop-
out rates, higher 
rates of anxiety and 
depression, and it 
may trigger psy-
chotic episodes for 
those predisposed.

“There’s a possibil-
ity (my use) may have 
stopped if I would have 
had enough education 
and an early interven-
tion,” Stratton said. “I 
think there’s a genetic, 
physical thing that 
makes people want to 
continue to use. That’s not a 
choice, that’s a way that you were 
wired. So, when people say, ‘why 
don’t they just stop, how can they 
keep using?’ What happens with 
people that are addicted, is that 
their brains are metabolizing the 
drug in such a way that their plea-
sure center is lighting up like a 
Christmas tree.” 

Sharing a story of his social 
anthropologist friend Jean, 
Stratton said she visited and stud-
ied a tribe in West Africa that had 
no welfare. She attended a council 
around the fire and had the oppor-
tunity to ask questions. She asked 
what happened when there was a 
disagreement within the leaders. 
Her question went through all of 
the interpreters and the answer 

was simple: they dance and dance 
until it is resolved.  

Jean asked what happened 
when someone commits a 
despicable act that goes against 
the tribe. The leader explained 
they have a hut in the middle 
of the tribe and the person stays 
there for three days. 

“During those three days, 
that person is visited by every 
member of that tribe that 
reminds them of who they are, 
why they are important, how 
they are valued and what they 
mean,” Stratton said. “So, I end 
with that thought that if you’re 
out there and you’re lost, I 
want to remind you of how 
important, how valued you are 
and how much they need you.”

Positions Now Available!
Apply today at

www.migiziedc.com

Psychotherapist Michael Stratton, 
ACSW, discusses the dangers of 

youth marijuana use. 
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30th Annual 

2014 Special Edition Tribal Observer“Together We Honor Our Children”

Tentative Schedule

Friday
Registration
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Grand Entry
7 p.m.

Saturday
Registration
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Grand Entry
1 p.m.

Fry-Bread Contest
2 p.m.

Sunday
Grand Entry

12 p.m.

Host Drum
"The Boyz"

Head Male Dancer
Wesley Cleland

Junior Male 
Head Dancer
Calvin Ballew

Head Female Dancer
Tracy Recollet

Junior Female 
Head Dancer
Margie Gonzalez

POWWOW
WEEKEND      

July 25-27

CHECK US OUT 
ONLINE
www.sagchip.org/pow-wow

New and improved Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Powwow 
renovations are considered an investment in community

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

In preparation for the 30th 
annual Saginaw Chippewa 
Gamaamwi Mnajaanaanik Gda 
Binoojiinhminaanik "Together 
We Honor Our Children" 
Powwow, new and improved 
renovations to the arena and 
surrounding areas will serve as 
an investment within the com-
munity for years to come.

Powwow Committee Chair 
Angel Jackson welcomed the 
unanimous support of a March 
26 Tribal Council motion 
that approved the drawings 
and specification from Case 
Architectural Engineering of 
Freeland, Mich. The Council 
action supplemented the origi-
nal June 12, 2013 unanimous 
motion by the previous Council 
of investing more than a quar-
ter million dollars in powwow 
grounds renovations.

“In speaking with Council 
Members Jennifer Wassegijig, 
Lindy Hunt and Sandy Sprague, 
we were in agreement that the 
renovations are not just about 
the powwow grounds but 
about the whole community 
and the Tribal department that 
provide services at the hill,” 
Jackson said. “Whether it’s the 
Labor Day annual event, camp 
meetings or other Tribal or 
private events, these renova-
tions make our facilities more 
marketable. People are going 
to notice and welcome these 
changes once they get to see 
them in person.”

SCIT Construction Project 
Manager Tom Kequom informs 
new sidewalks and sod will make 
the area more ADA-accessible 
and community friendly for 
Elders and others with canes, 
wheelchairs or walkers and fam-
ilies with strollers.

“With the improved drain-
age that elevates the arbor and 
the arena, we believe the days 
of a soggy powwow arena can 
be behind us,” Kequom said. 
“There were a lot of community 
members who voiced safety 
concern with the wood chips 
and having adequate sidewalks 
at the property and Council 
addressed those concerns first. 
We also redesigned the elec-
trical to a three-phase service 
that will prevent power breaker 
overloads. We have strategi-
cally placed the electrical in 
all the pavilions, vendor, arbor 
and emcee areas, as well as 
updating lighting all around the 
arena for the evening contests.”

Kequom further mentions 
that along with Consumers 
Power electrical service run-
ning directly by overhead lines 
from their substation, the water 
plant has upgraded their lines 
to include water service to the 
vendor area, eastern and west-
ern door of the powwow arena 
and the arbor. There is also 
an internal sprinkler system 
underneath the powwow arena 
to ensure the grass areas are 
well maintained. 

Powwow Committee Vice 
chair Mary Shomin, along with 
fellow Committee Member 
Mike David, confirms the water 
and electrical improvements will 
be appreciated by all the vendors 
registered and those who are still 
on a waiting list trying to be a 
part of this year’s jiingtamok.

“Our food vendors have 
come to rely on generator power, 
which tends to get expensive 
and noisy for all involved,” 
Shomin said. “The increase of 
power to the vendors and the 
arena will protect us from black-
outs and allow the contests to 
continue into the evening hours 
after sunset. We will also benefit 

by having the powwow the last 
weekend in July instead of the 
first weekend of August because 
it will be easier on dignitaries 
and families who travel west of 
the Mississippi.”

Powwow Committee 
Treasurer and At-Large 
Program Supervisor Craig 
Graveratte knows many Tribal 
members view the powwow 
weekend as a homecoming.

“Making the travel arrange-
ments work for dignitaries, 
dancers and drummers as well as 
families who support the pow-
wow circuit allows our pow-
wow to do what is already done 
by successful powwows like 
‘The Gathering of Nations’ and 
‘Rocky Boy,’ Graveratte said. 
“As the Powwow Treasurer, we 
want to offer substantial payouts 
to attract the top drummers and 
dancers. We have already seen 
the positive economic impact 
powwow weekend has on our 
Tribal businesses, including the 
gaming floor of the casino… I 
don’t know of a Tribal member 
who doesn’t want us to maxi-
mize that positive impact!”

An addition of the sidewalk and grass make the powwow 
grounds ADA-friendly, taking the place of the wood chips 

from last year’s event.

SCIT Construction Project Manager Tom Kequom shares 
the vendor site plan that includes renovations to the 

powwow grounds and related facilities.

Jackson informs the tradi-
tional aspects of the powwow 
with the Sacred Fire, cedar at the 
arbor and doing the arena cere-
monies in a good way are always 
a major consideration of every 
Powwow Committee member.

“Right down to the cedar 
trim of the arbor and the emcee 
stand, we have followed the 
Tribal Council directions and 
believe that everyone that 
comes to join us this year 
will see the good effort made 
on behalf of all,” Jackson 
said. “We have ReZonance 
Productions doing the sound for 
the fourth year and our Emcee 
Vince Beyl, along with Derek 
Bailey have been promoting 
this powwow all across Indian 
Country. As our community 
stands together for the Grand 
Entry, Tribal members can be 
proud how we are moving the 
powwow grounds forward.”

Kequom informs this is just 
the first phase of camp ground 
renovations and no motions 
and time lines are set at press 
time for continued camp 
ground improvements.

Garber Contracting works on the electrical, and the 
newly-constructed emcee/powwow committee stand in 
time for the 30th annual Saginaw Chippewa Powwow.

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick

Photo courtesy of Tom Kequom
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Dance Contest Over $90,000 in Prize Money
Dance Specials: Men’s All Around, Women’s All Around, Youth Hand Drum, 
Drummer Disco, Spectator Dance, a Special for Tiny Tots 0‐5, Kid’s 6‐9, Teen 
10‐14, siblings 17 & under and Women dancing Men’s Fancy Dance. $2,000 
for Mystery spot dances and a Sobriety Essay Contest. Information on specials 
will be available on our website.

Contact Information Hotel Information

*** This is a drug and alcohol free event ***

SCIT Powwow Committee 
1‐888‐732‐4537 
or 989‐775‐5701

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
1‐888‐732‐4537  •  Soaringeaglecasino.com

Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel 
1‐877‐232‐4532  •  Soaringeaglewaterpark.com

Tribal Campgrounds 
989-772‐2285  •  7525 E. Tomah Rd.

Vendor information is available on 
our website at www.sagchip.org, 
or by calling Mary Perez Shomin 
at 989‐775‐4026 or by email: 
mshomin@sagchip.org

Friday 7 p.m., Saturday 1 p.m. & Sunday Noon

Host Drum: “The Boyz,” Returning 2013 drum contest winners

M.C.’s: Vince Beyl & Derek Bailey

Head Veteran: George Martin 

Head Drum Judge: Ken Funmaker Jr. 

Head Male Dancer: Wesley Cleland 

Jr. Male Head Dancer: Calvin Ballew

Arena Directors: Dave Shananaquet & R.J. Smith

Head Male Dance Judge: Ray Cadotte

Head Female Dance Judge: Punkin Shananaquet

Drum Contest
(Paying five places and a drum split)
1st Place: $8,000        2nd Place: $6,000 
3rd Place: $5,000        4th Place: $4,000
5th Place: $3,000         Drum Split: $2,000

Sound System: Rezonance Productions

Head Female Dancer: Tracy Recollet

Jr. Female Head Dancer: Margie Gonzalez
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Understanding the Path

A List of Powwow Guidelines
1.  Be on time. The Committee is doing everything possible 

to ensure that activities begin and run smoothly. Please 
cooperate in this regard. 

2.  Appropriate dress and behavior is required in the 
Arena. Anyone unwilling to abide by this rule will be 
asked to leave by the Arena Director. (If you are going to 
dance, try to wear dance clothes.)

3.  Pointing with the fingers is considered poor manners 
by some nations. If you must point, use your head and 
nod in the direction you wish to indicate.

4.  The seating around the Arena is reserved for dancers 
in regalia. Seats with blankets, shawls or regalia items 
on them are taken and should not be bothered. Do NOT 
sit on someone else’s blanket unless invited. Uncovered 
seats are considered available.

5.  No pets allowed, they should be left at home. The 
Arena is a sacred place from the time it is blessed 
until the powwow is over. At no time should pets be 
allowed in the Arena.

6. Respect the Head Male and Female Dancers. Their 
role entitles them to start each song or set of songs. Please 
wait until they have started to dance before you join in. 
In some traditions, it is considered improper to pass the 
Head Male or Female Dancer within the Arena. 

7.  Some songs require that you be familiar with the  rou-
tine or have special eligibility rules in order to partici-
pate. Trot dances, snake, buffalo, etc. require particular 
steps or routines. Veteran dances may be restricted to 
Veterans, Combat Veterans or in some cases, the rela-
tions of Veterans. If you are not familiar with a particu-
lar dance, observe and learn. Watch the Head Dancers to 
learn the procedures.

8. Most powwows are non-profit and depend upon 
donations, raffles, blanket dances, etc. for support. 
Donations are encouraged as a way to honor someone. 
Any participant can drop money onto the blanket to aid in 
the powwow expenses. 

9. Certain items of religious significance should be worn 
only by those qualified to do so. Respect the traditions. 
Never intentionally touch another dancer’s regalia, per-
son or property without permission. 

10. Giveaways, attributes of Indian generosity, are held at 
many dances. They are acknowledgments of apprecia-
tion to recipients for honor or service given to the people. 
When receiving a gift, the recipient thanks everyone 
involved in the giving. 

11.  If you wish to ask for a special song from a drum, talk 
to the Arena Director first and make sure the Master 
of Ceremonies is informed. It is traditional to make a gift 
(monetary or otherwise) to the Drum for special requests. 

12.  Before sitting at a drum, ask permission from the 
Head singer. Do not touch a drum without permission. 
The drums are sacred, and it is believed that anyone who 
takes a place behind the drums has been selected by the 
Creator to be there. No one drums without special permis-
sion, and no one sits in the drumming area without special 
permission. Great offense is taken if you choose to sit in 
this area. You should never turn down an invitation by 
anyone, especially elders, during a powwow. 

13. Ask permission before taking pictures of dancers. 
Pictures may be taken with the permission of the danc-
ers, but not during dedication dances (Veterans Songs, 
Flag Songs, or Prayers). These special songs will be 
announced by the emcee. Under no circumstances may 
you enter the arena to take photos. 

14. If at any time you are uncertain of procedure, etc., 
please check with the Emcee, Arena Director or Head 
Singer. They will be glad to help you with your questions.

15. Unless you are unsure spectator seating will be 
provided, bring a chair. Remember that the seating 
immediately around the Arena is for dancers only.

16. Be aware that someone standing behind you may 
not be able to see over you. Make room, step aside, 
sit or kneel if someone is behind you.

17. Alcohol, recreational drugs and firearms are prohib-
ited at all powwows.

18. If you see a lost feather, or you yourself drop a 
feather, do NOT pick it up. Notify the nearest 
Veteran, the Head Veteran, Head Male Dancer or 
Arena Director immediately.

19.  In some places it is okay for adults to dance while 
carrying infants or small children. In other places 
this is considered contrary to local etiquette. Ask 
before doing so. 

20. Always stand during special songs. This includes 
Grand Entry, Flag Songs, Veteran Songs, Memorial 
Songs, Prayer Songs or any other song that the Emcee 
designates. It is also customary to remove any hats 
that you have on for the duration of that song. 

21. Always listen to the Emcee. He will give all of the 
information you need, as well as entertain you and 
keep you posted on news. Any questions you have 
can be answered by him. He will let you know when 
you need to stand and when you may sit after honor 
songs. He will also announce intertribal dances and 
other invitations for guests to participate.

22. Supervise your children so that all may enjoy the 
event without distraction.

23. If you have a question, ask. Most dancers, singers, 
elders and staff are happy to help. Offer a cold drink or 
other small, symbolic gifts to those who help you.

A Quick Guide to the Six Main Dancing Styles of the Ojibwe

This dance is aptly named for the tin cones (jingles) that 
cover the dancer’s dress, literally from head to foot. The 
movements of the dance are bouncy and energetic, so that 
the jingling of the dresses matches the beat of the drum and 
provides a constant rhythmical accompaniment to each 
song. To be a jingle dress dancer, you must have dreamt 
about being one. With each step that these dancers are 
taking, they are praying for a sick friend, relative, or Tribal 
member. The dress is made of cloth and has hundreds of 
cones attached, usually 365. Each one represents a prayer 
for each day of the year. When she dances, she uses her fan 
in sweeping motion to wave away sickness. 

This dance style is also easy to recognize by the striking rega-
lia, which are covered shoulder to ankle with long, thick flows 
of bright, multicolored cloth fringe. Men’s grass dancing sym-
bolized the young men of western tribes who were to stomp 
down the tall grass of the plains so the people could use the 
area. The long fringe represents the grass. The long flowing 
yarn fringe originally started out as sweet grass hung from 
their regalia. In modern times we use yarn. The dance move-
ments are also distinctive for their siding, shaking and spinning 
motion, rather than the high, kicking steps of the fancy dancer.

Fancy dancing is easy recognizable by its rapid tempo and 
its colorful and distinctive regalia. Their regalia features 
two very large, vividly colored double bustles, which are 
worn on the dancer’s back. Smaller bustles may also be 
worn on the arms as well as brightly colored bead work and 
accessories. These men are undoubtedly some of the most 
energetic of all the powwow dancers. Their steps are quick 
but graceful with a high powered twist.

Traditional dancing is an opportunity for men to dance 
in the way of their fathers and grandfathers. A tradi-
tional dancer’s regalia is much more likely to reflect 
Tribal affiliation than those of the other men’s dance 
styles. The ensemble may frequently include pieces 
handed down for generations within the family, and 
may range from a look of dignified simplicity to the 
dramatically elaborate. The dance style is similar to the 
outfit itself-elaborate, expressive and powerful, but not 
as flashy and exuberant as the other men’s styles.

These woman dance in a sedate and stately manner, in 
which they may move slowly about the circle of the arena, 
but often will simply stand in the same place, rhythmi-
cally dipping and swaying to the beat of the drummers. 
Their outfits are often heavily and elaborately decorated, 
with bead work, and sometimes porcupine quills, elk 
ivory and cowry shells. The dresses themselves may be 
sewn of buckskin leather or of various types of fabric. 
Their colors tend to be somewhat gentler and subdued 
than those of other woman’s dance styles.

The outstanding feature of these dancers’ outfits is the 
graceful, brightly fringed shawls that drape the young 
women’s shoulders. They are a perfect compliment to the 
twirling, prancing, pirouetting steps of this showy, high 
spirited dance. The word fancy refers to the footwork, 
not the shawl. The dress and decorative beaded acces-
sories are vividly colorful, and match the flaring shawls. 
The dance represents the life of the butterfly. This exu-
berant and delightful dance is undoubtedly the flashiest 
of the women’s dancing styles.

Women’s Jingle Fancy Shawl Dance Women’s Traditional

Men’s TraditionalMen’s Grass
Men’s Fancy

• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years
• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan
• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault    
   and Drunk Driving Cases
• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life  
   Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award”
•• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row!

Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 

989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523
2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant

www. josephbarberi .com

Assaults  |  Drug Charges  |  Negligent Homicide  |  Sex Charges  |  Fraud  

Embezzlement  |  Theft  |  Breaking & Entering  |  Murder Charges

Domestic Violence  |  Drunk Driving  |  Juvenile Offenses

Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights?Introducing…

For direct ordering email: gimaawid@gmail.com 
(also sold at Sagamok Shell Mt. Pleasant store)

12 oz. bags - $9.00 per bag (shipping not included) 
2 oz. sample bags - $2.00 per bag (shipping not included) 

Quality roast and a daring smooth taste. 
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Mt. Pleasant, MI • 1.877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com
*See complete details by visiting SoaringEagleCasino.com or Players Club.

GET YOUR GAME ON

 WEEKDAYS IN JULY!

Standish, MI • 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesLanding.com
*Must be a Players Club member to participate.

TUESDAYS IN JULY!

(3) $500 Premium Play drawings every  
half-hour on Tuesdays & Wednesdays in  

July, August & September! 10AM – 10PM. 

Players Club members who play between  
12AM and 11:59PM on Mondays  

will earn 10x the entries.*

Hourly drawings from 5PM to 9PM. 
Grand Prize drawing on July 29 at 10PM. 

Earn 5x entries every Monday and Friday in July. 
Promotion ends July 29.*

CRANK UP YOUR SUMMER 
WITH A SHARE OF

$85,000
 IN PRIZES INCLUDING THE GRAND PRIZE: 
A JEEP WRANGLER AND 
TWO SEA-DOO JET SKIS

3 WINNERS
–––––– EVERY ––––––
30 MINUTES
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989-779-2227
Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs!
No Distance Too Far ! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City !

Need A Ride?  
We Can Help!!  Lift Van Available

• Casino Runs
• Seniors
• Work
• Lift Vans
• Golf Courses
• Weddings
• Party Vans
• Bar Runs
• Ski Resorts

• Airport Pickup and Drop O�
   Airline Vouchers Accepted
• Corporate Accounts Welcomed
   Available with Direct Billing
• Medical Transportation Services 
  With Direct Insurance BillingIn Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards

www.chippewacab.com
Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law;
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 

of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 

Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court

  

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 

Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada

Contact: (989) 772-6277
113 W. Broadway, Suite 240

Mt. Pleasant MI 48858

SCIT Utility Authority Consumer Confidence Report and Annual Drinking Water Report
(Editor's Note: The following report 
was submitted by Water Operator 
Supervisor Joe Johnson.)

Is My Water Safe? During 
2014, your tap water met all U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) drinking water safety stan-
dards. Your Tribal employees 
vigilantly safeguard your water 
and supplies and we are proud 
to report that your water system 
had no violations of maximum 
contaminant levels or any other 
drinking water quality standards 
this past year. This report will 
give you even more information 
about the safety of your water 
supply. Please read on for addi-
tional information. Informed cus-
tomers are our best allies.

Do I need to take special pre-
cautions? Some people may be 
more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general 
population. Immune-comprised 
persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS 
or other immune system disor-
ders, some elderly and infants can 
be particularly at risk from infec-
tions. These people should seek 
advice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. The 
EPA/Centers of Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of infec-
tion by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are avail-
able from the Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Where does my water come 
from? Water for consumer use 
can come from a variety of sources 
including rivers, lakes and other 
surface waters. Your Tribal supply 
comes from underground aquifers 
as groundwater to your wells. A 

benefit of ground water is it is natu-
rally filtered through rocks and soil. 
Our Tribe has four wells. Well #3 is 
located off of Little Elk Road. Well 
# 4 is located west of Shepherd 
Road. Well #5 is located north of 
Remus Road and Well #6 is located 
north of Ogemaw. The water soft-
ening plant was put into operation  
April 5, 2000. Please consider not 
using your home water softener for 
the following reasons: your water 
will have an increase in the sodium 
(salt) content and you water could 
become corrosive. The plant was 
designed and is operated to provide 
the tribal homes and businesses 
with water that is balanced and 
softened. Re-softening can cre-
ate a tinny taste and cause you to 
use extra water to remove soap 
residues. The water plant does 
add fluoride to the water. If you 
have an aquarium with tropical 
fish, check with your local pet 
store for proper treatment of the 
water to avoid harmful effects 
on your fish.

Source water assessment and 
its availability: The Tribe has 
worked with the U.S. EPA to con-
duct a source water assessment. 
This assessment consists of identi-
fying the area(s) around the well(s), 
which need to be protected from 
contaminations, identifying poten-
tial sources of contamination, and 
determining the susceptibility of 
the wells to contamination. The 
assessment also gives us informa-
tion we need as a tribal community 
to make sure our drinking water is 
safe now and in the future. We have 
a copy available at the water plant 
for review to anyone who wishes to 
read it. This was updated in 2009.

Vulnerability Study and 
Emergency Response Plan: We 

are required to do a vulnerability 
study and file it with the EPA. This 
has been completed as well as 
the Emergency Response Plan. 
These are available for review at 
the water plant.

Wellhead Protection: Because 
the water we drink comes from 
underground wells, we all need to 
be careful how we dispose of harm-
ful contaminants. This means not 
dumping used oil or solvents onto 
the ground. They must be taken to 
a recycle center or other facility to 
dispose of them.

Why are contaminants in 
drinking water? Drinking water, 
including bottled water, may rea-
sonably be expected to contain 
at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily 
indicate that water poses a health 
risk. More information about con-
taminants and potential health 
effects can be obtained by calling 
the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 

The sources of drinking 
water (both tap water and bot-
tled water) include rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs and wells. As water trav-
els over the surface of the land 
or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally occurring minerals and in 
some cases radioactive material. It 
can also pick up substances result-
ing from the presence of animals or 
human activity.

Microbial contaminants, such 
as viruses and bacteria, may come 
from sewage treatment plants, sep-
tic systems, agricultural livestock 
operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such 
as salts and metals, can be natu-
rally occurring or result from 
urban storm water runoff, indus-
trial or domestic wastewater dis-
charges, oil and gas production, 
mining or farming.

Organic chemical contami-
nants including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, which 
are by products of industrial pro-
cesses and petroleum production, 
can also come from gas stations, 
urban storm water runoff and sep-
tic systems.

Radioactive contaminants 
which can be naturally occurring 
or be the result of oil and gas pro-
duction and mining activities.

In order to insure that the tap 
water is safe to drink, the EPA 
prescribes regulations, which limit 
the amount of certain contami-
nants in water that is provided by a 
public water system.

Lead and Copper: If present, 
elevated levels of lead can cause 
serious health problems, espe-
cially for pregnant women and 
young children. Lead in drinking 
water is primarily from materials 
and components associated with 
service lines and home plumbing. 
The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe is responsible for provid-
ing high quality drinking water, 
but cannot control the variety of 
materials used in plumbing com-
ponents. When your water has 
been sitting for several hours, 
you can minimize the potential 

for lead exposure by flushing 
your tap water for 30 seconds to 
two minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking. If you 
are concerned about lead in your 
water, you may wish to have your 
water tested. Information on lead 
in drinking water, testing methods 
and steps you can take to minimize 
exposure is available at www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

How to identify Utility staff 
employees: All Employees of the 
Utility Department of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe wear shirts 

Non Member Residential
Water Service: $25/month for the first 15,000 gallons and thereafter a rate 
of $2.42 per 1,000 gallons

Sewer Service: $15/month               Reconnection After Shutoff: $50

New Water & Sewer Service:  $200 plus cost of sewer line
(Permit also required)

Non-Gaming Commercial
Flat Fee (Per Quarter):   
5/8” Meter: $15                1” Meter: $38.85              2” Meter: $124.20
Over 2” Meter and up to 4” Meter: $400
Over 4” Meter: As determined on an individual basis by the Authority

Monthly Variable 
Rate: $2.42 per 1,000 gallons       Sewer Rate: $2.52 per 1,000 gallons 
(gallons charged are based on 80% of water usage)

Miscellaneous Fees  
$15 to tag for a shutoff
$15 for non-emergency shutoff
$30 for non-payment shutoff

$25 for meter removal (snowbird)
$25 to reinstall meter (snowbird)
$50 for reconnection after shutoff

All water samples tested for bacteria content were negative for the test 
results. Due to excellent results on previous testing the following was 
requested: A Synthetic Organic Contaminants (SOC) waiver was requested 
in 2009. A Dioxin waiver was requested in 2009. Lead and Copper testing is 
required every three years. The test results were given to the individual home-
owners. The results listed are the 90th percentile results. The required VOC test-
ing was done in October of 2011 and except for the Total Trihalomethanes

Water Quality Data Table
The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that 
we detected during the calendar year of this report. The presence 
of contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that 
the water poses a health risk. Unless otherwise noted, that data 
presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year of 
the report. The EPA or the State requires us to monitor for certain 
contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations 
of these contaminants do not frequently change.

Terms and Abbreviations Used Below: 
MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known 
or expected risk to health. MCLG’s allow for a margin of safety.
MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a 
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set as 
close to the MCLG’s as feasible using the best available treat-
ment technology.
AL: Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant, which if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water 
system must follow. See table below for values:

that have the tribal logo on them, 
have a tribal employee badge and 
should be arriving at a residence in 
a company vehicle. 

If you ever have a question 
about someone being at your resi-
dence and you are not sure if they 
are an employee, please call us at 
989-775-5141 to verify that they 
are who they claim to be.

How can I become involved in 
the safety of my drinking water? If 
you would like to become involved 
with your water safety, please call 
us at 989-775-5141.

TribalCommunity
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Vowles

McGuire 

Pullen

Fancher 

Ganiard

The following students earned perfect 
attendance for May: Miles Bentley, Eli 
Marin, Madison Nahgahwon, Mollie Smith-
Rodriguez, Isaiah Teswood, Thomas Trasky, 
Gabe Jackson and Makayla Jackson.

The following students were on the honor 
roll for the 2013-2014 school year: Esme 
Bailey, Chyna Bergevin, Megan Cozzie, 
Kendra Cyr, Alyssa Finch, Hunter Genia, 
Sydney Jackson, Madison Kennedy-Kequom, 
Dylan Klein, Montana Leaureaux, Emily 
Lezan, Maya Madrigal, Jessee Mandoka, Molly 
Mandoka, Aleeya Peters, Yasmine Pelcher-
Arias, Shailyn Pontiac, Hailey Ritter, Maciah 
Sprague, Lindsay Watters, Lexi Weekley-Dean 
and Carlee Williams. Congratulations to 
Mastella Quaderer for earning a 4.0 GPA.

The following students earned perfect 
attendance for May: Aaron Hendrickson, 
Konner Hilleger, Gabriela Escabedo, Darien 
Mandoka, Foster Hoorman, Darius Lopez, 
Kaden Fair, Meisha Raphael, Caedynce 
Bailey, Zoey Mandoka, Lucus Jackson, Trent 
McConnell, Hudson Yager, Daniel Bennett, 
Matthew Jackson and Alek Welch.

The following students earned perfect atten-
dance for May: Nikodin Davis, Hope Stevens, 
Mataeo Flory, Caleb Burger, Javanni Perry, 
Olivia Lerma, Miikawadizi Prout, Andrew 
Kequom, Zhaawan Martell, Leonard Pamp-
Ettinger, Bailey Burger, Whisper Mandoka, 
Mahayla Freeman, Emily Stevens, Navaeh Flory, 
Tayden Davis, Jesse Bollman-Ritter, Zheesheeb 
Compo, Aaliyah Mena, Aaliyah Montoya-
Pego, Aaron Montoya-Pego, Kimwon-Raynee 
Richards, Josie Isham and Mackenzie Burger.

The following students earned perfect 
attendance for May: Kentae, Flory, Josie 
Isham, Shenanrose Pontiac, Taliyah Poolaw, 
Destiny Shawano, Makayla Stevens, Dawnseh 
Wilson, Katie Green, Charles Isham, Caleb 
Kequom, Taylor Burton, Cory Jo Gaskill, Julian 
Kahgegab, Mattea Merrill and Katheryn Pierce.

The following students earned perfect atten-
dance for May: Evelyn Kripa, Matero Harris, 
Zamiah Marshall, Ariana Altiman, Konin 
Kripa, Hunter Johnson and Gloria Altiman.

West Intermediate

SCA “A-Z Program” to encourage healthy eating in school and at home
NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor

Principal Marcella Mosqueda, Physical 
Education Teacher Chris Johnson and 

Nutritionist Sally Van Cise teach the children 
the benefits of each fruit or vegetable.

The Saginaw Chippewa Academy stu-
dents are in for a real treat next school 
year. Students will begin the “A-Z 
Program,” which will allow them to try 
healthy fruits and vegetables starting 
with all letters of the alphabet. 

Given four fruits or vegetables at a time, 
the children are encouraged to tell their 
teachers which ones they did or did not 
like. SCA Principal Marcella Mosqueda 
hopes this will inspire the students to go 
home and influence their parents to buy 
healthy fruits and vegetables. 

The pilot, or trial run, of the A-Z Program 
occurred Wednesday, May 21 with students 
trying letters A, C, S and Z; Apricot, Corn, 
Sweet Potatoes and Zucchini. 

The A-Z Program pilot went very 
well, Mosqueda said. 

“The students not only sampled fruits 
and vegetables, they were educated on the 
reasons why each fruit/vegetable was ben-
eficial to their health,” Mosqueda said. 

After taste-testing the foods, each 
class completed a graph posted in the caf-
eteria showing what each class preferred 
the most and the least. 

“A letter went home to parents that 
explained the pilot program and the stu-
dents had to mark which fruit/vegetable 

SCA pre-K students Joseph Jackson 
and Gizhep Miller-Hosler discover 

they both approve of sweet potatoes 
with a drop of maple syrup. 

they wanted their family to 
either make at home with their 
meals or purchase more often,” 
Mosqueda said. “Everyone 
that returned a signed letter 
had a chance to receive a $25 
gift card to Meijer to help pur-
chase healthy foods for their 
home. The gift card and some 
of the fruits and vegetables were 
donated by Minobmaadiziiwin 
Kinomaagewin- the Healthy 
Ways Program from Nimkee.”

This program will be imple-
mented at the beginning of the 
next school year and will introduce all of 
the fruits and vegetables from A-Z. 

“A ‘celebrated’ fruit and/or vegeta-
ble will be served during their lunch 
and/or breakfast during each week of 
school,” Mosqueda said. 

When Mosqueda was interim princi-
pal in another district, she worked with 
a similar program. She had the idea 

to bring the same concept to SCA and 
teamed up with Nutritionist Sally Van 
Cise and Nimkee. 

“I enjoyed watching students try (foods) 
they had never tried before and realized that 
this was an innovative way to encourage 
healthy eating,” Mosqueda said. 

The program hopes to inspire continu-
ous healthy eating at school and at home. 

Securities offered through Investments For You Inc. 
1040 N. Maple St. Marysville OH 43040,  937-644-1661, Member FINRA/SIPC

  www.KevinWrayFinancial.com           105 W. 3rd St. Pinconning

For all your F inancial planning needs call Kevin Wray Financial Services. 

989.879.2150 

SCA students showcase their scientific ability at the annual Science Fair

Ojibwe language continually showcased during Sasiwaans graduation

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

The Sasiwaans Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization Department and SCIT 
Public Relations joined in honoring the 
2014 Step Up graduating class at the 
Saginaw Chippewa Housing Pavilion on 
Tuesday, June 3. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego stood 
with Sasiwaans Teacher Carol Bob and 

Apprentice Nicole Nedwash as each of 
the graduates received their Eagle Feathers 
and diplomas. 

Chief Pego spoke to the graduates and 
families in attendance on the importance of 
being a leader in within the Tribe. 

“These are the Ojibwe language teach-
ers of tomorrow, these are our drummers 
of tomorrow and we get to see that today,” 
Chief Pego said. “The prophecy of the 
Eighth Fire is being fulfilled right before 
our eyes when we see our ways and our 

The Saginaw Chippewa Academy 
(SCA) recognized its award-winning 
students of the annual SCA Student 
Science Fair on May 22. 

SCA students, faculty, proud parents 
and extended family came out to see the 
presentations and honor the youth as 
they proudly accepted their awards. 

SCA Principal Marcella Mosqueda 
presented the awards and quizzed each 
student on how they applied the scien-
tific method (define a question, gather 

information and observe, form an 
explanatory hypothesis, test the hypoth-
esis by performing an experiment, ana-
lyze the data, interpret the data and 
draw conclusions, publish results and 
retest) to their project.

“I am amazed of our SCA students’ 
capability and enthusiasm for science,” 
Mosqueda said. “I am very proud of 
them and what they have been able to 
accomplish. Their science fair projects 
are improving year after year. Even 
though our science fair has ended, they 
are already thinking of what they will 
present next year. I would like to thank 

all of the parents, SCA staff members, 
and judges for your help to make this 
year’s science fair a success!” 

“The SCA Science Fair allows the 
students to showcase their ideas and 
provide some thought on how they go 
about using the scientific method that 
will assist them as they continue their 
education,” SCA Teacher and Science 
Fair Coordinator Shara LeValley said. 
“We are committed at SCA to provide 
as much STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) curriculum as 
possible and our students are so excited 
to test their hypotheses!”

(Left to right) Fourth grade award 
winners Christopher Spencer-Ruiz, 
Adam Saboo and Mnookmi Massey 

hold up their ribbons. 

language come back to our people.”
The 2014 Chijaakoonsag (Little Cranes) 

graduates are: Keyana Pelcher, Landon 

Pelcher-Harless, Keaton Quintero, Gary 
Shomin, Sandra Slater, Albert Trepanier 
and John “Sonny” Wemigwans. 

Photo courtesy of Marcella Hadden

(Pictured left to right) ALRD Apprentice Nicole Nedwash, Chief Steven 
Pego and Primary Language Immersion Specialist Carol Bob honor 

the Sasiwaans 2014 Little Cranes graduating class.
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• The SCTC Summer Youth Experience*
    Kindergarten - 6th grade: July 15, 16 and 17
    7-8th grade: July 22, 23 and 24

• Four day LEGO Summer Camp* 
    Ages 12-14: Aug. 4-7

• Tutoring* 
     For help with coursework and questions.

• Credit Recovery* & GED Prep*
     Come in and complete your work on your time at your pace

*Indicates program is free

TribalCollege

SCTC ~ 2014 Fall Semester Classes

2014-2015
Academic Calendar

2014 Fall Semester
•	March	31|Registration open Fall 2014 semester
•	August	18,	19,	20|Late Registration (Fee $25)
•	August	20|Last Day to Register For classes
•	August	25|Fall classes begin
•	August	28|Drop/Add ends
•	September	1|Labor Day (no classes)
•	September	17| Constitution Day 
•	October	20|Registration Open for 

Spring  2015 semester
•	October	31|Last day for “W”
•	November	26|Thanksgiving Break begins at 5 pm
•	December	1|Classes resume
•	December	1|Deadline for Spring 2015 

Graduation Application
•	December	5|Fall classes end
•	December	8-12|Exam week
•	December	19|Spring Registration ends

2015 Spring Semester
•	January	7,	8,	9|Late Registration(Fee $25)
•	January	9| Last day to register for classes
•	January	12| Spring classes begin
•	January	15| Drop/Add ends
•	January	19| MLK Jr. Day (no classes)
•	March	6|Spring Break begins at 5 pm
•	March	16|Classes resume
•	March	27|Last day for “W”
•	March	30|Registration open for Fall 2015
•	May	1|Spring classes end
•	May	4-8|Exam week
•	May	14|SCTC Graduation

ATTENTION NEW STUDENTS
You must complete a Compass Test, and have 
a complete file, in order to register for classes.
Please	call	775-4123	to	set	up	your	Compass	Test.

P Code Course Title Cr Day Location Time Instructor

ACC 115 Accounting Principles I 3 T West 1 5:30-8:20 TBD

ANT 120 Intro to Cultural Anthropology 3 T East 2 5:30-8:20 Clark-Tuzas

ART 120 Painting 3 T/R MPHS 1:30-2:50 Luna-Gagnon

AST 110* Intro to Astronomy 3 M/W Science Building 10:00-11:20 Miller

AST 110A* Astronomy Lab 2 M/W Science Building 11:30-12:20 Miller

BIO 216* Native Plants & Medicines   3 T/R Science Building 10:00-11:20 Calhoun

BIO 216A* Native Plants & Medicines-Lab 2 R Science Building 12:00-1:50 Calhoun

BUS 110 Introduction to Business 3 T/R West 2 10:00-11:20 Gotaas

BUS 150 Business Law 3 T/R West 2 1:00-2:20 Gotaas

BUS 200 Principles of Marketing 3 T/R West 2 11:30-12:50 Gotaas

BUS 202 Legal & Environmental Business 3 M West 1 5:30-8:20 TBD

BUS 250 Organizational Behavior 3 W East 2 5:30-8:20 Wagner

CHM 105* Intro to Chemistry 3 T/R Science Building 5:30-6:50 Majorski

CHM 105A* Intro to Chemistry Lab 2 T/R Science Building 7:00-7:50 Majorski

CPT 112 Intro to Computer Technology 4 M/W Computer Lab 1:00-2:50 TBD

CPT 124* Intro to Spreadsheets 3 M Computer Lab 5:30-8:20 TBD

ECO 201 Principles of Economics I 3 T/R West 1 2:00-3:20 Kelly

ENG 096 Reading Comprehension 3 T/R West 1 10:00-11:20 Lemerond

ENG 098 Basic Writing I 3 T/R Computer Lab 1:00-2:20 D. MIller

ENG 099* Basic Writing II 3 T/R Computer Lab 4:00-5:20 D. Miller

ENG 101* Composition I 3 T/R Computer Lab 10:00-11:20 Prielipp

ENG 102* Composition II 3 T/R Computer Lab 11:30-12:50 Prielipp

ENG 130 Public Speaking 3 M/W Computer Lab 11:30-12:50 Lemerond

ENG 212* American Literature 3 M/W East 3 10:00-11:20 Lemerond

EVS 120* Environmental Science 3 M/W Science Building 1:00-2:20 Calhoun

EVS 120A* Environmental Science Lab 2 W Science Building 3:00-4:50 Calhoun

HIS 101 World Civilization I 3 M/W West 2 10:00-11:20 Eno

HIS 110 Michigan History 3 M/W West 2 11:30-12:50 Eno

HUM 140 Intro to Film 3 M/W West 1 3:00-4:20 Swarthout

HUM 220 Intro to Theater 3 M/W West 1 10:00-11:20 Prielipp

MTH 095 Fundamentals of Math 3 M/W East 3 1:30-2:50 TBD

MTH 099* Beginning Algebra 4 M/W East 3 3:00-4:50 TBD

MTH 105* Intermediate Algebra 4 M/W East 2 10:00-11:50 Rich

MTH 134* Plane Trigonometry 3 T/R East 3 10:00-11:20 Rich

MTH 140* Pre-Calculus 4 T/R East 3 11:30-1:20 Rich

MTH 230* Introduction to Statistics 3 M/W East 3 1:30-2:50 Rich

NAS 100 Ojibwemowin Appreciation 3 M/W MPHS 1:30-2:50 TBD

NAS 103 Survey of NA Studies 3 T/R East 2 12:00-1:20 Slattery

NAS 260 Anishnabe History 3 M/W East 2 3:00-4:20 Slattery

NAS 242* Survey of NA Literature 3 M/W East 3 11:30-12:50 Prielipp

NAS 291* Modern NA Resistance 3 T/R East 2 3:00-4:20 Slattery

NAS 284 NA Religion 3 M/W East 2 12:00-1:20 Slattery

OJB 101 Ojibwa Language I 3 M/W West 2 1:30-2:50 Roy

OJB 102* Ojibwa Language II 3 M/W West 2 3:00-4:20 Roy

OJB 201* Ojibwe Language III 3 T/R East 3 1:30-2:50 Roy

OJB 202* Ojibwa Language IV 3 T/R East 3 3:00-4:20 Roy

PHL 110 Intro to Philosophy 3 M/W West 1 11:30-12:50 Swarthout

PSY 101 Intro to Psychology 3 W West 2 5:30-8:20 Ruhl

PSY 202 Human Development 3 M/W West 1 1:30-2:50 Swarthout

SOC 210 Marriage & Family 3 T West 2 5:30-8:20 Ruhl

SDV 099 Academic Methods 3 T Computer Lab 5:30- 8:20 Wagner

SPN 101 Spanish I 3 T/R West 1 4:00-5:20 Luna-Gagnon

*Check co-requisite or pre-requisite requirements 

2274 Enterprise Drive
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

989-775-4123
sagchip.edu M = Monday

T = Tuesday
W = Wednesday
R = Thursday

M/W = Monday & Wednesday
T/R = Tuesday & Thursday

Students will learn: 
Math, Science, Ojibwe language, Arts and Crafts 

Every day will start with a motivational activity featuring inspiring guest speakers! 

- Lunch and snacks provided - 

To sign up contact Mary Pelcher, USDA Extension Coordinator at (989) 775-4123 or mpelcher@sagchip.org 

Integrated Architecture
Rockford Construction
Stan and Carla Sineway
SCIT & Public Relations

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
Soaring Eagle Waterpark

CMU Native American Programs / STEP
Ziibiwing Center

Wal-Mart
Amanda George-Dye

Nimkee Fitness Center
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College

104.3 Radio Station

A special thank you to:

Bucks Run Golf Club hosts second annual SCTC Golf Outing
TRACY REED

SCTC Dean of Research

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College held its second annual 
SCTC Golf Outing at Bucks Run 
Golf Club Thursday, June 12. 
Twenty-seven teams participated 
to support SCTC students attend-
ing the 2015 American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium, 
or AIHEC, Student Conference 
in Albuquerque, N.M.

Shotgun start was at 9 a.m. 
and the weather was perfect 
for golfing. The overcast sky 
kept the hot sun off golfers, 
and a box lunch was delivered 
on the course. 

Bucks Run has an exqui-
site course and the Chippewa 
River views were magnificent. 

Included with the regis-
tration was a golf shirt with 
the SCTC logo and a golf 
towel. Additional prize 
drawings were held at the 
conclusion while scoring 

was tallied; all golfers won 
the door prize donations. 

After the final scores were 
tallied, first place winners 
were Erik Rodriguez and 
Chase Owl; second place, 
Brian Chippeway and Scott 
Cross and third place, Terry 
Thompson and Bear Raphael.  

SCTC appreciates the con-
tinued community support 
and those who participated.  
A special thank you goes 
to Integrated Architecture, 
Rockford Construction, Stan 
and Carla Sineway, Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and 
Public Relations, Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, 
Soaring Eagle Waterpark and 
Hotel, CMU Native American 
Programs/STEP, Ziibiwing 
Center, Amanda George-Dye, 
Wal-Mart, Nimkee Fitness 
Center, 104.3 radio station 
and Bucks Run Golf Club.

Taking first place were 
Eric Rodriguez and 

Chase Owl.

Bear Raphael and Terry 
Thompson took second place.

Third place went to Scott 
Cross and Brian Chippeway.

Golfers warm up on the driving range before the outing.

Jean Flamand and Shawn 
Sawmick show it's all about 

having fun.

A view of the Chippewa 
River from the Bucks Run 

Golf Club.
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Monster Truck Madness 5
Switchfoot, P.O.D. 
and Black Stone Cherry
Freestyle Motocross
Train wsg Gin Blossoms 
Rascal Flatts wsg Gloriana
American Idol Live 2014
Alice in Chains wsg Buckcherry
Bill Cosby
Florida Georgia Line 
Fall Out Boy wsg New Politics

EVENTDATE

Friday, July 4
Saturday, July 5

Sunday, July 6
Thursday, July 10
Thursday, July 31
Thursday, Aug. 7
Wednesday, Aug. 20
Saturday, Aug. 23
Wednesday, Aug. 27 
Friday, Aug. 29

Young fans prove Hunter Hayes is “Wanted” at SECR 
NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor
At age 9, he recorded his 
first album. Two years ago, 
20-year-old Hunter Hayes got 
the recognition he deserved 
and took the country music 
world by storm with his hit 
single “Wanted”. Now, at age 
22, Hayes is as popular as ever.

Hunter Hayes and Love and 
Theft kicked off the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort’s 
Outdoor Concert series on 
Thursday, June 19. 

Stephen Barker Liles and 
Eric Gunderson of Love and 

Theft, an American country 
music duo, performed “She 
Gets Me”, with a verse of 
Eminem’s “Lose Yourself” 
included. Love and Theft per-
formed their hit singles “Night 
That You’ll Never Forget” and 
“Angel Eyes”. 

With their high-energy 
show, Love and Theft properly 
got the crowd ready for Hunter 
Hayes. They covered Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band’s “Fishin’ 
in the Dark” and The Allman 
Brothers’ “Midnight Rider”. 

With his charming good 
looks and humble personal-
ity, it’s no wonder young girls 

went crazy as soon as Hayes 
walked on stage. 

Best known for his posi-
tive messages and love songs, 
multi-instrumentalist Hayes 
began with “Wild Card”, 
“Secret Love”, “Still Fallin’” 
and “Somebody’s Heartbreak”. 

Hayes showcased his gen-
uine personality when he 
thanked his fans for traveling 
many miles to attend his con-
cert, and for also inviting him 
to perform at SECR.

“You invited us to this 
beautiful place,” Hayes said. 
“We love being here.” 

When introducing “Tattoo”, 
Hayes said, “This is my new 
single and I don’t even have 
a tattoo. Hopefully one day I 
will want to get one.” 

“Invisible”, a message about 
bullying, was debuted by Hayes 
at the 2014 Grammy Awards in 
January. He co-wrote the song.  

“It was a privilege to write 
this song,” Hayes said. “I’ve 
always been a total music 
geek. I always will be and 
that’s what I will always want 
to be… now thanks to you, 
I fit in because I am a music 
geek… don’t ever change 

Teenage heartthrob and multi-instrumentalist Hunter Hayes 
performs “Wild Card”. 

anything about yourself. You 
are all perfect.” 

“You Think You Know 
Somebody”, “Everybody’s 
Got Somebody But Me”, 
“Flashlight” and “Light Me 
Up” again displayed Hayes’ 
love for romantic songs and 
faith-based music. 

A piano solo begun and the 
first few notes of Hayes’ big-
gest hit “Wanted” became 

recognizable. The crowd roared 
and sang along to every word. 

With a remarkable light dis-
play throughout, Hayes closed 
his show with “Love Makes 
Me”, “I Want Crazy” and an 
encore of “Storm Warning”. 

Hayes is refreshingly unaf-
fected by fame and remains hum-
ble, down-to-earth and grateful 
for his fans and the ability to con-
tinue doing what he loves. 

For the second year in a row, Love and Theft returned to the 
SECR Outdoor Concert Series as an opening act. 

Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck

Progressive heavy metal fans 
rejoiced as Soaring Eagle alumni 
Queensrÿche and Great White 
led an appreciative audience 
through three hours of explosive 
sound and power chords.

There was no doubt to those 
in attendance before the metal 
onslaught began who the head-
liner was, and after the show, 
could agree the night was owned 
by the “Queen of the Reich.”

With that being said, this was 
two headliners rockin’ out their 
hits dating back to the ‘80s. 

Los Angeles metal heads 
Great White commanded the 
stage first with frontman Terry 

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Metal onslaught delivers as Queensrÿche and Great White fly back to the Eagle
Ilous doing what he does best. 
Formerly fronting vocals for the 
metal band XYZ, Ilous worked 
the stage and ladies in the front 
row to perfection. 

Lead guitarist Mark Kendall 
traded the spotlight with bassist 
Scott Snyder and rhythm gui-
tarist Michael Lardie contrib-
uting fills with keyboards and 
harp. Drummer Audie Desbrow 
counted off the beats as they led 
the audience through their hits 
“Rock Me”, “Rollin’ Stoned”, 
“House of Broken Love” and 
the Ian Hunter standard “Once 
Bitten, Twice Shy.” 

Table Games Director and 
11-11-11 Music Festival Event 
Coordinator Brent Jackson 
came out to greet the band on 
the return to Soaring Eagle. 
Three years ago, Great White 
was the headliner with other 
Midwest metal groups that 
included Finding Clyde, Harlet, 
The Kincaids, Stonefish, 
MacLaren Brennan, Thunder 
Chickens, Slight Case of Death, 
Arsenic Army, Filthy Habit and 
the Braun Khan Quintet.

Queensrÿche wasted no 
time as the stage hands did 
their changeover between the 
bands as the much anticipated 
debut of Todd LaTorre capti-
vated the Soaring Eagle faith-
ful. After LaTorre nailed the 
opening anthem “Nightrider” 
and the vocally challenging 
“Breaking the Silence”, the 
audience quickly warmed to 
the lead singer who replaced 
Geoff Tate.

“I couldn’t believe it, this 
guy hit the notes and I think the 
band sounds better with LaTorre 
singing,” Tribal Member and 
Queensrÿche fan Jeff Colwell 

said. “I saw them per-
form here a few years 
ago and they rocked 
that night, but they 
sound excellent and 
you could tell they 
were having fun while 
they were doing it.”

The power chords 
flowed from the 
ample rhythms pro-
vided by guitar sling-
ers Michael Wilton 
and Parker Lundgren 
with Eddie Jackson 
adding his bass riffs 
to “Walk In The 
Shadows”, “The 
Whisper” and “En Force.”

Drummer Scott Rockenfield 
joined founding bandmates 
Wilton and Jackson onstage 
as LaTorre swayed the crowd 
through their 1990 Grammy 
award-nominated metal ballad 
“Silent Lucidity”. 

The twin bill garnered some 
national attention where Boston 
and Detroit-based photojournal-
ist Mick McDonald of National 
Rock Review was on site to 
cover the action.

“Always a top notch opera-
tion, this venue is one of my 
favorites of which to attend 
a show,” McDonald said of 
SECR. “The concert hall seat-
ing is well arranged with an 
excellent view of the stage from 
all angles. Production Manager 
Henry Kubin and his staff have 
a sound system and acoustics 
are as close to perfection as it 
can get, complimented by a 
dazzling and expansive light-
ing system that rivals any other 
major venue in the country. 
The cleanliness, professional-
ism and overall enthusiasm the 

staff puts forth from the valets 
to the box office to concessions 
are impeccable. The promoters 
did a great service to the concert 
going community by booking 
these two legendary bands to 
perform here.” 

McDonald agreed with 
Colwell, saying that Queensrÿche 
was “rejuvenated, reinvigorated, 
refreshed and reborn!”

The Bellevue, Wash. 
based rockers worked the 

standing ovation into a frenzy 
as they delivered a trifecta 
of Queensrÿche standards, 
“Queen of the Reich”, “Jet 
City Woman” and the seminal 
“Take Hold of the Flame”.

Queensrÿche will be heading 
back to their home state on July 
12 to play the Lawless Harley-
Davidson concert in Renton, 
Wash. Then travel to Yonkers, 
N.Y. to join the 2014 Summer 
Concert series on July 20.

Queensrÿche brings their pulse-pounding metal sounds to the 
SECR Entertainment Hall stage.

Queensrÿche lead singer 
Todd LaTorre belts out 

“Nightrider” as the crowd 
begins their journey down 

the metal highway.
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Jermaine, Tito, Jackie, Marlon Jackson perform greatest hits, honor Michael

Staind and Sevendust help SECR rock the night away  

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

MATTHEW WRIGHT
Staff Writer

Jermaine, Jackie, Tito, Marlon 
and their late brother Michael 
entered the music scene in 
1967. They quickly became 

an American popular music 
family group with several 
number one hits. 

On June 13, the remain-
ing group members put on 
one entertaining show in 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 

Resort Entertainment Hall.
The Jacksons performed 

their hits from the ‘70s, ‘80s, 
and even performed a few of 
Michael’s solo hits; “Rock 
With You”, “I Wanna Be 
Where You Are”, and “Can’t 
Let Her Get Away”. 

With their synchronized 
dance steps, glitzy jackets and 
smooth harmonies, it almost 
seemed like a flashback of their 
performances in the ‘70s. 

The lights suddenly dimmed 
and a video began to play on 
both sides of the stage. The 
film presented interviews with 
their mother Katherine Jackson, 
father Joe Jackson and their 
record producer Berry Gordy. 
The video described how the 
brothers rehearsed every day, 
perfecting their act. They started 
off singing country music, and 
one day they had the opportu-
nity to audition for Gordy.

“I had no intention of deal-
ing with a kid crew,” Gordy 
said in the video. “I had enough 
trouble with adult acts; I didn’t 
want to deal with kids.” 

Gordy was blown away by 
their talent, and The Jacksons 
were immediately signed to his 
label. Their first four records 
went straight to number one 
and all of their hard work and 
rehearsing had paid off. 

The Jacksons performed 
“Lookin’ Through the Windows”, 
“Heaven Knows I Love You Girl” 
and “Man of War”, which led the 
brothers to incorporate peace and 
embrace on stage. 

The Jacksons paid tribute 
to their beloved, irreplace-
able Michael throughout the 
show. With emotions running 
high, a slideshow with pho-
tos of Michael, along with 
the five brothers performing 
throughout the years, played 

Brothers Tito, Jackie, Marlon and Jermaine Jackson 
perform their greatest hits of the ‘70s and ‘80s. 

as Jermaine sang the moving 
ballad “Gone Too Soon”. 

“Our younger brother is with 
us in spirit,” Marlon said. “We 
love you, Michael.” 

The crowd roared when The 
Jacksons performed their early 
hits “ABC”, “The Love You 
Save”, “Dancing Machine”, 
“Never Can Say Goodbye” and 
“I’ll Be There”. 

With Michael’s memory 
alive, The Jacksons performed 
his hit songs “Can’t Let Her 
Get Away”, “Wanna Be Startin’ 
Somethin’”, “Don’t Stop ‘Til 
You Get Enough” and closed 
with the upbeat “Shake Your 
Body (Down to the Ground)”. 

Last year began the first tour 
for the group in 29 years. Tito, 
Marlon, Jermaine and Jackie 
didn’t miss a beat, and the fans 
in the audience proved that they 
“Never Can Say Goodbye” to 
The Jackson 5. 

Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck

Two bands put on one rocking 
show at the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort on Thursday, May 29. 
Renowned musical acts Staind 
and Sevendust put on a show fans 
will not soon forget. 

The heavy metal act Sevendust 
is known for their aggressive 
deep-toned riffs fused with soul-
ful and memorable melodies. 
Since their founding in 1994, the 

hard rockers from Atlanta have 
released nine studio albums. This 
includes the 2014 album “Time 
Travelers & Bonfires” and the 
2013 release of “Black Out the 
Sun”, both of which peaked at 
No. 1 on Billboard’s U.S. Hard 
Rock chart.  

Sevendust opened the night's 
festivities in true rock ‘n’ roll fash-
ion, with loud aggressive music 
played with an edge. The first 
three songs “Splinter”, “Praise” 
and “Till Death”, energized the 

audience bringing many 
to their feet. 

Lead vocalist Lajon 
Witherspoon frequently 
called out to the audi-
ence, receiving cheers 
in response.

“Let me see you 
put your hands in the 
air,” Witherspoon said. 
“Miigwetch, miigwetch!”

After playing the hit 
songs “Waffle”, “Denial” 
and “Disgrace”, the 
band changed it up with 
the melodic acoustic 
song “Karma”.

“We are going to 
play an instrumental 

Sevendust lead vocalist Lajon 
Witherspoon sings to the crowd 
and shakes the hands of fans.

for each and every one of you 
guys, thank you,” Witherspoon 
said. “If it wasn’t for you, we 
wouldn’t be up here.”

The songs “Got a Feeling”, 
“Angel’s Son” and “Decay” were 
next on the agenda. To close out 
the show, Sevendust performed 
“Pieces” and “Face to Face”.

The American rock band 
Staind was up next on the 
Entertainment Hall stage. 

Formed in Springfield, Mass. 
in 1994, the group has gained rec-
ognition for their raw emotional 
sound. Frontman Aaron Lewis 
has been compared to former 
Nirvana singer Kurt Cobain, with 
his angst filled and achingly emo-
tional voice.

Staind has released a total of 
seven studio albums including 
their break-out album “Break 
the Cycle” (2001), and the 
most recent self-titled album 
“Staind” (2011). 

To date, the quartet has sold 
more than 15 million records 
while releasing five chart-top-
ping singles.

The wail of Mike Mushok’s 
lead guitar brought the audi-
ence to their feet as the opening 

riffs of the hit single 
“Eyes Wide Open” 
started. Next were 
the songs “Falling” 
and “Right Here”, the 
latter of which reached 
No. 1 on Billboard’s 
Mainstream Rock 
Chart.

Next up were the 
songs “So Far Away” 
and “Not Again”, 
both of which peaked 
at No. 1 on Billboards 
Mainstream Rock 
Chart. To change 
things up, Lewis 
grabbed his acoustic 
guitar for a soulful 
rendition of “Home”.

Lewis’ soulful, 
almost tormented 
voice highlighted his emotional 
connection to the lyrics as 
they performed “Pardon Me”, 
“Outside”, “Paper Wings” and 
“Something to Remind You”.

Staind took the audience on 
a trip down memory lane as 
they played their first hit single 
“Mudshovel”, which released on 
their debut album “Tormented” 
in 1996. The ensuing song was 

Staind frontman Aaron Lewis' 
vocals soar as he performs the hit 

song "Right Here".

their No. 1 single, the power 
ballad “It’s Been a While”. To 
close out the night the band per-
formed “For You”.

For more information on 
upcoming shows at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, visit their 
website at www.soaringeagleca
sino.com, “Like” their Facebook 
page or add their Twitter handle 
Soaringeagle777.
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Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8 a.m. Aqua Fit
Sharon

Aqua Fit
Sharon

Aqua Fit
Sharon

11 a.m.
Mama/Baby 

Stroller Class
Jayme

Insanity 
Beth

Starts at 11:15

12:10 p.m.
Turbo Kick/

Step & Sculpt
Beth/Leah

Suspension 
Strength
Jayme

Lunch Crunch 
Go 30
Jaden

Fat Blast
Jayme

Boot Camp
Jaden

4:15 p.m. Fat Blast
Jayme

5:10 p.m. Zumba
Jayme

Kick & Step
Interval Blast

Jeni

Kick & Step
Interval Blast

Jeni

Core Cardio 
Suspension

Jayme

5:10 p.m.
Beginners 

Running Class
Jayme
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Summertime kettle corn: An interesting healthy twist

Mino n'Bimaadziwin: The good life is always a journey

SALLY VAN CISE
Nutritionist

DAMIAN FISHER
Contributing Writer

With summer comes farmers’ 
markets and fairs, and kettle 
corn! I am one of those who 
love kettle corn – so I won-
dered if I could make it in the 
kitchen with the kids.

The Afterschool Program kids 
joined me one afternoon, and we 
tried out the recipe published. 
The result – two thumbs way up!  

It’s fun: Part of the appeal of 
this recipe is that you are pop-
ping your own popcorn on the 
stove – many of the children 
said they had never seen this 
done, they only knew of micro-
wave packets so they were fas-
cinated with the process, and 

asked for the recipe. The chil-
dren can help make this easy 
and quick recipe.  

Let them measure out the 
popcorn and the oil, before you 
pop it. Microwave the maple 
syrup and peanut butter, stir the 
mixture, and pour it onto the 
freshly popped popcorn - they 
can then stir the mixture in with 
their hands (be careful though, 
the mixture is HOT).

Did you know: Popcorn was 
first domesticated in Mexico 
9,000 years ago from a wild 
grass. A few thousands of years 
later, it then made its way across 
Central and South America. 
Popcorn is one of the oldest 
forms of corn; evidence of pop-
corn from 3600 B.C. was found 

in New Mexico. Corncobs 
found at two ancient sites in 
Peru (Paredones and Huaca 
Prieta) may date from as early 
as 4700 B.C. This suggests that 
people living along the coast of 
northern Peru were already eat-
ing popcorn by that time!

Air and oil-popped popcorn 
is naturally high in dietary fiber 
and antioxidants, low in calo-
ries and fat, and free of sugar 
and sodium. For the sake of 
flavor, however, large amounts 
of fat, sugar, and sodium are 
often added, which can quickly 
convert it to a less-than-healthy 
food. Please Note: Popcorn 
is a food that the American 
Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mends not to serve to children 

 Homemade Kettle Corn 
Makes three servings

Ingredients:
•  1/4 cup unpopped popcorn
•  1 tablespoon maple syrup
•  1 tablespoon chunky peanut butter (can substitute smooth)
•  dash of  salt

Instructions:
Pop popcorn in microwave, air popper or stove top. In a small bowl 
in the microwave, heat peanut butter and maple syrup for 30 seconds. 
Remove and stir together until smooth. Pour over freshly popped 
popcorn, add a dash of  salt, and mix with your hands. Enjoy!

Recipe submitted by Sally Van Cise RD Nutritionist with permission to reprint by author, snack-girl.com.

 

Walking: A step in the 
right direction

JUDY DAVIS
Nimkee Public Health

A reminder as we continue 
with our stretching tips: Stretch 
gently after you warm up your 
muscles and again after you 
cool down. Try doing the fol-
lowing stretches listed. Do not 
bounce or hold your breath 
when you stretch. Perform slow 
movements and stretch only as 
far as you feel comfortable.

Knee Pull: Lean your back 
against a wall. Keep your head, 
hips and feet in a straight line. 
Pull one knee toward your 
chest, hold or 10 seconds, and 
then repeat with the other leg.

Leg Curl: Pull your right foot 
toward your buttocks with your 
right hand. Stand straight and 
keep your bent knee pointing 
straight down. Hold for 10 sec-
onds and repeat with your other 
foot and hand.

Hamstring Stretch: Sit on 
a sturdy bench or hard surface 
so that one leg is stretched out 
on the bench with your toes 
pointing up. Keep your other 
foot flat on the surface below. 
Straighten your back and if you 
feel a stretch in the back of your 
thigh, hold for 10 seconds and 
then change sides and repeat. If 
you do not feel a stretch, slowly 
lean forward from your hips 
until you feel a stretch.

Don’t forget the free walking 
at Morey Courts, along with the 
Tribal Gym and Nimkee Fitness 
Center. If you have not done so 
already, sign up for the walking 
challenge through Blue Cross at 
www.walkingworks.com. The 
winning tribe will receive their 
award at the Family Olympics 
this month. 

Contact Robyn at 989-775-
4649 or Judy at 989-775-4629 for 
more information.

Team SCIT Eagles Practice Times
Open to all Team SCIT athletes to prepare for the games

June 26 & July 10 - Open Practice - 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
July 11 - Field Day - 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Free to SCIT Members & Their Family
 

Thursday, July 17
∙ Golf Scramble at Waabooz Run Golf Course
   ($25 per person with MIFO registration, $35 for only golf registration.)

Friday, July 18 
∙ Track & Field Competitions and Games 
   (At CMU’s Bennett Track & Field)

∙ Registration open from 7:30 a.m. - 10 a.m., 
   You must be registered by 10 a.m., no exceptions.

∙ Opening Ceremonies begin at 9 a.m.
   Baby Crawl, Tot Trots, Elder Walks, Archery, Various Dashes 
    and Runs, Softball Throw, Long Jump & Horse Shoes!

For More Information or Questions Contact

Free Leather Backpack

Incentive
For All SCIT Participants

Check out the New
Team SCIT Shirt
For All SCIT Participants

Help Team SCIT!

Go to: www.sagchip.org/fitness/mifo/

Jaden Harman, Nimkee Fitness Coordinator  |  989-775-4694 
* This is an alchohol, smoking and drug free event. *

Pre-register online prior to July 9 to be guaranteed a T-Shirt

Register Your Family Online

aged four and younger, because 
of a risk of choking. 

Kettle corn is a sweet-and-
salty variety of popcorn that is 

typically mixed or seasoned with 
a light-colored refined sugar, 
salt and oil.  Our recipe is both 
healthy and delicious – so enjoy!

Winning is not everything but it 
sure is encouraging! Competing 
is a more important challenge. 
Practicing, preparing is all part 
of the training that gets you in 
the game. When the bell rings, 
the next challenge is how to put 
everything you have into the ring. 

Success is the overwhelm-
ing sense of achievement you'll 
have when that horn blows and 
your last shot is floating in the air 
towards the basket.   At that point, 
whether that ball falls through the 

hoop or not, you can leave that 
court knowing you have given it 
all you had at that moment. You'll 
know that because your eyes 
won't be cast down looking at the 
ball in your hands, your eyes will 
be up watching the ball soar. 

Last month, I won second 
place in the Over 50, Light Heavy 
Weight division of the NPC 
Grand Rapids Bodybuilding, 
Fitness, Figure, Physique, and 
Bikini Championships (National 
Qualifier) on Saturday, May 24.  
That is my best finish in three 
seasons of body building compe-
tition and it is very encouraging!  

I am thankful for this gift the 
Creator has given me because 
it's a gift I knew what to do 
with. The gift allowed me to 
focus on goals and use all the 
skills, training, experience and 
relationships I have. 

The gift gave me a purpose 
to find my center, achieve bal-
ance and reorient myself in this 
world, this community, among 
these friends and family. That 
is how this bodybuilding com-
petition encourages me to live 
the good life in a good way. 

For you, it might be work-
ing toward a one-mile fun run, 
5K foot race or a marathon. It 
might be bowling a 300 game 
or throwing three ringers at 

horseshoes. It might be an “A” 
in that math class or something 
as simple as remembering a 
way to pack and eat a healthy 
lunch at work. 

The good life is all around, 
we just have to recognize the 
gifts, understand how they are 
to be used in a good way and 
then embrace and use them with 
a full spirit and all the enthusi-
asm you have. Baa Maapii, and 
it's a good life indeed. 
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Girls on the Run program ends with annual 5K run

23rd annual Human Race promotes healthy competition on the Rez

MATTHEW WRIGHT
Staff Writer

MATTHEW WRIGHT
Staff Writer

Observer photo by Matthew Wright

The Beginner's Running Class pose for a team 
photo after successfully running the 5K event.Runners take off from the starting line of the 23rd annual Human Race. 

Observer photo by Matthew Wright

The Girls on the Run program 
ends each year with the annual 
Girls on the Run of Central 
Michigan 5K. This year’s run 
was held Saturday, May 17 in 
Ithaca, Mich.

According to Jennifer 
Crawford, council director of Girls 
on the Run of Central Michigan, 
this year was the largest yet, with 
nearly 1,100 participants. 

“We had approximately 650 
third through eighth grade Girls 
on the Run participants, more 
than 150 volunteer coaches 
and just over 300 open-divi-
sion runners," Crawford said.

Now in its 12th season, 
the Central Michigan dis-
trict includes participants 
from Isabella, Gratiot and 
Clare counties. The program 
consists of 20 lessons lead-
ing up to the end of season's 
5K event. 

According to the Girls on the 
Run website, the goal of the pro-
gram is to unleash confidence 
through accomplishment while 
establishing a lifetime apprecia-
tion of health and fitness.

Local sponsors for this year's 
event included the Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel. 
For more information on the 
program, please visit www.girl-
sontherun.org, or for the local 
Central Michigan chapter at 
www.gotrcentralmichigan.org.

REAR SEATS 
CUSTOM WHEELS 

LIFT KITS 
RADIO KITS 

CUSTOM PAINTING
CUSTOM BODY 

KITS
NEW AND USED 

TIRES
RIMS AND MAGS 

MIRRORS 
BATTERIES
TUNE-UPS

WINTER STORAGE 
USED CARTS 
AVAILABLE
PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY

ELDER DISCOUNTS

989-302-2916
GIVE US A CALL TODAY!GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

3519 CLARE AVENUE | HARRISON, MI 48825

-Paul & Deb Geoffrey, Owner Operators

G's Kustom Karts was established to provide the surrounding 
communities with golf cart services at affordable rates. 

WWW.GSKUSTOMKARTS.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Nearly 1,100 participants took to the streets of Ithaca, Mich. 
for the annual Girls on the Run of Central Michigan 5K Run.

On Wednesday, June 23, nearly 
200 participants gathered to take 
part in the 23rd annual Human 
Race. This year, once again, had 
an outstanding turnout with par-
ticipants traveling throughout 
Mid-Michigan to gather for the 
5K run and one mile run/walk. 

Although weather forecasts 
called for thunderstorms and 
rain, the skies cleared up and cre-
ated appropriate running condi-
tions at the Seventh Generation 
Elijah Elk Cultural Center.  

Rob McConnell took the 
male overall title with a time of 
16:02, while his daughter Alexis 
McConnell took the female 
overall title with a time of 19:01. 

All finishers were com-
mended at the post-race din-
ner provided by the Seventh 
Generation Program. 

The top three 5K finishers in 
13 male and female age classifi-
cations, as well as the top three 
finishers in the one mile run/walk, 
were honored with a handcrafted 
cedar eagle feather award. 

“I would like to applaud the 
woodshop department in col-
laborating with us this year by 
going above and beyond with 
helping us create the cedar 
eagle feather awards,” Human 
Race and Nimkee Fitness 
Coordinator Jaden Harman 
said. “Special thanks to Steve 
Wassegijig, Dave Salisbury and 

Hank Sprague for working with 
us to get an incredible product.”

Sponsors for the Human Race 
included Nimkee Fitness Center, 
Nimkee Public Health and 
Seventh Generation.

“I wanted to express my 
gratitude for all your efforts; 
whether you assisted with our 
registration process, parking 

cars, finishing and results, 
course directing or preparing 
and serving the delicious food,” 
Harman said. “We greatly 
appreciate all you did.

The annual Human Race once 
again promoted the spirituality 
of Native American culture, as 
well as health and positive life-
style to all that took part.
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TribalElders

Lester Chippeway Jr., 
Kimberly Palmer

Doris Romer, Joseph 
Sowmick, Betty Stallcup, 
Sherry Hileman

Janis Ash, Belinda Land, 
Daniel Waynee, Randall 
Bird, Lee Kerns

Catherine Wendling

Deborah Christie, 
James Trisch 

Joanne Rogers 

Carmen Otto, Timothy 
Sedlow, Robert Waynee Sr.

Mary Johnson, Patricia 
Keshick, Harry Pelcher, 
Jocelyn Perkins, Vicky 
Madosh, Philip Meir III

Greg Falsetta, 
Barbara Link

Diane Dege, Leo Jackson 
Jr., Nancy Nedwash, 
Lawrence Verga Jr. 

Eric Anderson, William 
McClain, David Miller, 
Laurence Peters 

Delmar Jackson Jr., 
Mary Bukowiec, 
William Kellogg 

Dennis Christy, Dennis 
Quayle, Gregory Stevens

Julius Peters, 
Juanita Rogers

Leonard Ferriss, 
Julie Walker-Hunt

Marilynn Baker-Inman, 
Larry Burnham, Gary Grills,

Kevin Hancock, 
Gerald Nahgahgwon, 
Mark Walraven

Clare Camburn, Marcus 
Peters, Miranda Stockel

Randy James 

Phyllis Kequom, 
Robert Abraham 

Matthew Sprague, 
Joe Brown

Kimberly Dorow, Louise 
Hunt, David Russell, 
Michael Neyome, 
Carmeline Steele

Simon Jackson Sr., Lewis 
Mena, Linell Crampton, 
Robert Fallis III, 
Tina Howard

David Perez Sr., Gary 
Sprague, Duane Beaulieu 
Jr., Cheryl Berlin, Andrew 
Falcon, Jane Jolly, John 
McDonald, Lisa Starkey

Guy Jackson, Anthony 
Sprague Sr., Michael Dalton

Barbara Durga, Betty 
Gould, Veronica High, Sheri 
Jackson, Samuel Sharon

John Jackson, Myron 
Cloutier, Donald Federico

Judy Johnson, Thomasine 
MeShawboose, Duane 
Beaulieu, Colleen Kirby

Marlin Bennett, Mary Lou 
Gonzales, Ann Orr, 
Edith Padilla

Yvonne Glomski, Mark 
Stevens, Marlene Gray 306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant     |     daywinters@gmail.com 

989-779-9991

Day-Winters, PLLC
Attorneys and Counselors at Law

• Criminal Law
• Family Law
• Tribal Law

• Drunk Driving
• Divorce
• Probate Matters

• License Restoration
• Child Support
• Federal Cases

Free initial consultation   |   Payment options available

Medical Alert Systems: More affordable 
than you think 

Andahwod hosts Mother’s and Father’s Day event together as family

JULIE PEGO
Case Manager 

Assessment Coordinator

A fall in your home could turn 
into a tragedy if you lay on the 
floor and are not found right 
away. The risk of falling increases 
with age.  One way to stay safe 
and independent is to consider 
installing a Medical Alert System 
in your home. 

A Medical Alert System is a 
device that hooks to your phone 
line, or a second phone line, and 
is monitored by staff that can call 

911 and your family if an emer-
gency happens in your home. 

Technology has made it pos-
sible for Medical Alert Systems 
to detect a fall even if the per-
son cannot push a button. If 
the Elder falls to the floor for 
any reason, the staff monitor-
ing the Medical Alert System 
will call 911, if they cannot get 
the Elder on the phone to make 
sure they are okay.  

The Medical Alert System 
run about $25 to $30 monthly 
and having one may give peace 
of mind to you and your family.  

The following companies 
offer this system and service:  
CST Medical Alert System, 888-
557-4462; Guardian Medical 
Alert System, 877-435-7225 or 
Lifeline, 1-800-3546. Choosing 
to install a Medical Alert 
System is a pro-active approach 
to keeping yourself or your 
loved one safe and living at 
home as long as possible.  

Please call District One Elders 
Services if you would like assis-
tance with setting up an appoint-
ment to talk with a Medical Alert 
System Provider at 989-775-4306.

Save the dates for a Beginning investment class coming 
August 19 and 26, to be taught by Wells Fargo.  

More information in August Tribal Observer and 
District One Elders Newsletter.

Andahwod July Events
Language Bingo
Sundays at 1 p.m. | Contact: 775-4387

Elders Breakfast
July 9 from 9-10 a.m. | Contact: 775-4300

Bingo with Friends
July 16 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 775-4387

Elders Breakfast
July 23, from 9-10 a.m. | Contact: 775-4300

We have all heard the phrase 
“more is better,” but could that 
also apply to Tribal events?

The Andahwod Continuing 
Care Community and Elder 
Services proved the phrase rings 
true as they celebrated both 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
together with 53 attendees at a 
family cookout on June 7.

“With our Maple Lodge 
pavilion, we were prepared 
just in case the weather didn’t 
cooperate, but was a beauti-
ful Saturday afternoon and all 
the Elders and their families 
appeared to be having a lot of 
laughs and a lot of fun,” Senior 
Assisted Living Administrator 

Gayle Ruhl said. “All the staff 
did an excellent job… Several 
Elders came to me after the 
event to tell me how much 
they enjoyed the day and liked 
the relaxed mood, as well as 
the friendly competition.”

Tribal Elder Terry Bonnau 
offered a blessing for the food 
as Chef Sam Algin and his 
culinary staff provided all the 
BBQ ribs, hot dogs and brats 
you would expect at an outdoor 
cookout. The iced tea, fruit 
punch and homemade lemon-
ade were big hits for the affair 
and provided the energy for the 
competitive activities.

Ellie VanHorn took first place 
in the Elders Chipping Challenge, 
followed by Domenic Stone and 
Chris Jackson. 

In two brackets of the con-
tested Elders’ bean bag toss, 
Carol Tally took first place 
in the first division followed 
by Sue Kequom and Chris 
Jackson. In the Elders’ bean 
bag toss second bracket, first 
place honors went to Dolly 
Ruekert, with Sue Kequom 
and Ellie VanHorn taking sec-
ond and third, respectively.

Elder Community Activity 
Assistant Tomarrah Green did 
have to make some last minute 
changes during the event.

“We did plan on doing 
a horseshoe challenge but 
decided to cancel it in favor 
of the popular bean bag toss,” 
Green said. “Because of the 
popularity, we are also plan-
ning to start a summer bean 
bag toss league for Elders at 
Andahwod this summer, with 
the grand finale on September 
7 (Grandparents Day) which 
would include both Elders 
and youth.” 

Green mentions they didn’t 
have sponsors for this event 

but they wanted to thank the 
Youth LEAD department for 
combining efforts and giv-
ing the youth and Elders a fun 
opportunity to interact. 

“That interaction provides a 
positive impact,” Green said. 
“Many residents (specifically 
Elders Roger High and Dolly 
Rueckert) came to me after the 
event said they had a great time. 
They said they would love to 

have more cookouts hosted at 
Andahwod to give them more 
opportunities to interact with 
the members of the Tribal com-
munity of all ages.”

After the event, Anita 
Hall said that she and Teresa 
VanAlstine from the Youth 
LEAD department truly 
enjoyed themselves as well, 
and that it didn’t even feel 
like work. 

Tribal Elders Sue Kequom, Carole Tally and Chris Jackson 
were all winners at the Elders Bean Bag Toss.

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

for ages 50 and older
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Ogitchedaw Meeting
Senior's Room | 6 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Healing Lodge
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Open Gym
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Tribal Ops Closed
Independance Day

Traditions 101
B. Health | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

Talking Circle
Andahwod | 10 a.m.

Big Book Meeting
B. Health | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
Behind SCA | 6 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Donnie Dowd
Traditional Healing

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Open Gym
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Donnie Dowd
Traditional Healing

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Traditional Healers
7th Generation | 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Traditions 101
B. Health | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

New Spirit Moon
Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m.

Grandmother Moon
B. Health | 9 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Talking Circle
Andahwod | 10 a.m.

Big Book Meeting
B. Health | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group
 B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
Behind SCA | 6 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Tribal Observer
Deadline - 3 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Education Advisory Board 
Meeting | 9 a.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Housing Financial Workshop
Housing | 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Traditions 101
B. Health | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

New Spirit Moon
Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
Andahwod | 10 a.m.

Big Book Meeting
B. Health | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
Behind SCA | 6 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Senior's Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Open Gym
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Telling Amy's Story
Housing | 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

.

Tribal Ops Closed
Saginaw Chippewa
Nation's Holiday

Traditions 101
B. Health | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Talking Circle
Andahwod | 10 a.m.

Big Book Meeting
B. Health | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
Behind SCA | 6 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Shidokan Martial Arts 
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Healing Lodge
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Open Gym
Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings
12-step program for people that have a gambling problem.
 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church
400 S. Main St.

Narcotics Anonymous Meetings
Tuesdays:  6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU
1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant

Thursdays:  6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church
400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant

Saturdays:  7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club
1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant
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july 2014 Event Planner

Tribal Departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy!

Tribal Community Calendar   JUly 2014
    monday          Tuesday        wednesday       thursday          friday            sat. /sun.
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SECR Payroll
SCIT Per Capita
SCIT Payroll

Waste Collection*
*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing
• Contact: 989-775-4128
• July 1: Budd Lake
• July 8: Crooked Lake
• July 15: Five Lakes
• July 22: Long Lake
• July 25: Chippewa Lake (all day) 
• July 29: Halls Lake

Two Spirit/Straight Alliance Dinner Party
July 2 | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center
• Contact: 989-775-4386 

Monday Night "Masters" Golf League
July 7, 14, 21, 28 |  Shotgun Start: 5:45 p.m. 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Club, Shepherd, Mich.  
• Contact: 989-400-8454 

Niibing Community Service Day
July 8 | 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

• Location: Housing/Broadway Park 
• Contact: 989-775-4071
• Niibing students will be doing their community service; 
  lunch with our Elders at Andahwod, canned food drive  
  and park clean up.
• We are inviting the entire Tribal community for a wide 
   variety of activites.
• Free food and food vendors.

Fitness Support Group
July 9, 24 | 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 
• Contact: 989-775-4696

Housing Financial Workshop
July 17 | 12 p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 
• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Saganing Health and Safety Fair
July 17 | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 
• Contact: 989-775-4629

Twins Luncheon
July 21 | 12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 
• Contact: 989-775-4616
• Twins and multiples of all ages are cordially invited. 
• Door prizes, trophies and food.

New Parents Support Group
July 25 | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

• Location: Nimkee Health
• Contact: 989-775-4600 

Freedom Walk
July 26 | 8 a.m.

• Location: Meet at the Eagle's Nest Tribal Gym 
• Contact: 989-775-4535

B. Sprague Open Co-Ed and Men's
Golf Tournament
July 12 | Tee time: 10 a.m.

• Location: Waabooz Run 
• Contact: 989-400-1838
• Registration deadline: July 4
• Entry Fee:$120 per team, covers 18 holes of golf, 
   cart and lunch
• Two person scramble
• Blue tees: Men, White tees: Women
• Mulligans two for $5 (limit two per person)
• Skins - $20 a team

POWWOW
WEEKEND      

July 25-27

Why should I go? 
 

This program was developed to empower you with a wealth of industry knowledge, best 
practices & fundamental skills required to better manage your own finances, while arming 
you with the tools to assist family & fellow Tribe Members with their questions & concerns. 

Fifth Third Bank proudly offers EmpowerU - A timely & 
relevant financial education program designed in partnership 
with the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.  
 

Date: Join us for both sessions of the EmpowerU Series on August 11 & 18, 2014  
Location: Saginaw Chippewa Andahwod CCC & Elder Services Building; Mt. Pleasant, MI 
Times: Session 1: 1200-130pm (Lunch Provided)  |  Session 2: 600-730pm (Dinner Provided) 
 
 
 

For more information & questions regarding EmpowerU please contact:  
Jason George, Training & Development Director – 989.775.0072 

Julie Pego, Case Manager – 989.775.4306 
 
 

Kristen Winn, Fifth Third Bank Manager, Mt. Pleasant – 989.775.0351 

The EmpowerU Education Series Includes: 
 

• Saving Money and Successful Budgeting 
• Retirement – When and How to Start Planning 

• Insurance – Protect Your Family Now 
• Simplifying the Complicated World of Investments 

 

Each class is conducted by a dedicated team of Fifth Third Bank’s leading 
experts, leveraging trusted local resources & proven step-by-step methods, 
equipping you with the tools necessary to make rewarding fiscal decisions. 
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Tribal Observer Classif ieds 100 Employment
105 Lost and Found
110 For Rent
115 For Sale
120 Announcements

125 Miigwetch
130 Services
135 Events
140 Giveaways
145 Miscellaneous

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org

Summons and Complaint Notices
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF ANNA MENA:

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775-
4800 Case no. 14-CI-0282 Plaintiff: Saginaw Chippewa Tribe of Michigan Saginaw Chippewa 
Housing Department 7070 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Plaintiff’s Attorney: Jay 
W. Fields Senior Associate General Counsel Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Vs. Anna Mena 2450 Sowmick Dr. #C Mt. 
Pleasant, MI 48858. Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued. 2. You have 21 days after 
receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party 
or to take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served 
outside of the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file 
an answer or take other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being 
entered against you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires 
Oct. 9, 2014. 

SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF THERON FISHER:

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989)775-
4800 Complaint Case No. 14-CI-0238 Plaintiff: Chemical Bank – Walker Plaintiff’s Attorney: 
Peter S. Shek (P32749) 803 N. Michigan Ave. Saginaw MI 48602 Vs. Defendant: Theron 
Fisher 520 S. Fancher St. Mt.Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued 
in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to 
file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or late other lawful action. 
Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served by certified mail or served out-
side of the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file 
an answer or take other action within the time allowed may result in a default judgment being 
entered against you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires 
Sept. 25, 2014.

NOTICE OF PRESENTMENT UNDER SEVEN-DAY ORDER TO VIVIAN 
KAY PELCHER:

Please take notice that pursuant to an order of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court Judge, 
Patrick M. Shannon, a Default Judgment of Divorce in Case Number 14-CI-0149 has 
been submitted to the court and will be entered against you unless within the next seven 
(7) days you file a written objection to the entry of a Default Judgment of Divorce with 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court Clerk’s Office. If you fail to file any written objec-
tion, the proposed Default Judgment of Divorce will be entered against you. 

100 Employment

Tribal
Operations SECR
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Strategic Grant Specialist 
Open to the public. Bachelor's 
of Arts degree in related field 
of study or equivalent experi-
ence. Must have grant writing 
expertise, planning skills and 
demonstrated ability to work 
with Federal/State agencies. 
Three years experience in man-
agement and/or  administration 
of Federal grants and contracts 
and demonstrated experi-
ence in program development.  

Outpatient Clinical 
Coordinator 

Only SCIT and/or current em-
ployees who work in the Be-
havioral Health department 
may apply. Must have a Mas-
ter's degree and full licensure 
in social work, counseling or 
equivalent in human services 
field. Must have a minimum 
of five years clinical experi-
ence with co-occurring disor-
ders. Must have demonstrated 
clinical supervisor experience.  

Wellness Coordinator 
Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree required in health ed-
ucation, public health, health 
counseling/behavior-related 
field, human resources/busi-
ness administration. Two 
years related professional 
work experience required.  

Secondary Language
Immersion Specialist

Open to the public. Must pos-
sess required specialized unique 
skills include demonstrated 

fluency and knowledge of An-
ishinabe language acquisition, 
a clear understanding of im-
mersion philosophy and two 
years experience teaching An-
ishinabemowin with children 
in a school setting or commu-
nity setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent.

ACFS Director 
Open to the public. Master’s 
degree in social services or 
human services related field. 
Must have supervisory ex-
perience in social services or 
human services related field. 
The Anishnaabeg Child and 
Family Services Director will 
establish, plan and coordinate 
all overall activities and seg-
ments included within ACFS.

Executive Health Director 
Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in health administration 
or other related health-related 
field plus three years of expe-
rience in health care required. 
Knowledge of and experience 
working with Indian commu-
nities required.  Willingness to 
travel statewide and nationwide 
on tribal business is required.

Social Services
Caseworker 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in human service re-
lated field required. Master’s 
degree preferred. The Tribal 
social services caseworkers 
assist Tribal members in ob-
taining social services includ-
ing crisis intervention, child 
protection, substance abuse, 
and mental health programs.  

Adjunct Instructors 
Accepting curriculum vitae 
for adjunct instructors. Ac-
counting instructor: Master’s 

130 Services

Handy J’s Handyman 
Services

20 years experience. We do it 
all, no job is too small: window 
and power washing, gutter clea-
nout, repair fence and installa-
tion, painting/deck staining and 
drywall. Call Joe 989-600-8691

Fox Home Builders
All types of home improve-
ments. Kitchen and bath re-
modeling, additions. Experi-
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 

Open House

July 26th Saturday 1 to 3 p.m. 
3774 Dewaagi Mt. Pleasant, MI 
48858. Hosted by: Pat Zamar-
ron. A striking well built home 
awaits your view. Unique de-
sign featuring 3 B/Rs, 2 baths.  
Kitchen with maple cabinets, 
granite counter tops, all appli-
ances. Great room opens out to 
a covered porch overlooking 
the in-ground pool. Surround-
ed by beautiful landscaping 2 
1/2 car garage plus additional 
16 x 32 and a 16 x 20  all on 
one acre. Asking $229,000. 
Directions: Leaton road to 
Moccasin, East to Dewaagi

115 For Sale

Director of Cage & Count
Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Must in-
clude a Bachelor's degree or 
above in business or accounting 
and five years of casino cage 
and count managerial experi-
ence. As a 24/7 operation, this 
position is expected to work 
a variety of shifts to main-
tain effective communication.

Comptroller
Open to the public. Bach-
elor's degree in Accounting, or 
Bachelor's degree in Business 
with an Accounting minor, or 
MBA in accounting. CMA or 
CPA a plus. Minimum of 12 
years accounting experience 
in casino and/or hospitality 
industry, of which four years 
experience in a senior ac-
counting supervisory position. 

Sous Chef
Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. Culinary degree from an 
American Culinary Federa-
tion accredited school or must 
have five years direct expe-
rience in food production. 

ObserverClassifieds

Degree Required; Computer 
Instructor: Master’s Degree 
Required; Fundamentals of 
Math Instructor: Master’s De-
gree Required. Please send 
all information including 
transcripts kafox@sagchip.
org or mail to: Saginaw Chip-
pewa Tribal College c/o Kar-
men Fox 2274 Enterprise Dr. 

SCTC English Tutor
Open to the public. At least 
60 completed credits towards 
a college degree in English, 
or significant course work 
towards a degree emphasiz-
ing writing skills. A com-
pleted degree in English or 
related field is preferred.  

SCTC Math Tutor 
Open to the public. At least 
60 completed credits towards 
a college degree in mathemat-
ics, or significant course work 
towards a degree emphasizing 
mathematical skills. A com-
pleted degree in mathematics 
or related field is preferred. 

Grounds 
Maintenance Worker

Open to the public. Must pos-
sess high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must have 
knowledge of grounds keep-
ing equipment operation. 
Must demonstrate an abil-
ity to do light preventative 
maintenance of equipment. 

Tribal Police Officer
Open to the public. Must be
at least 21 years of age. Must
have a high school diploma or
equivalent. Associates degree
preferred. Must be able to pass
departmental fitness evaluation.
Must be MCOLES certified/
certifiable or capable of
meeting certifiable standards.
Must not have criminal history

that would prevent applicant
from acquiring any certification
or qualification required.

Inventory Control 
Driver-Warehouser 

Open to the public. Only SCIT 
Members and/or current em-
ployees may apply. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must be able to obtain/main-
tain a Tribal driver’s license 
and maintain a CDL Class B 
license. One to three years expe-
rience in driving vehicles/rigs. 
that require CDL designation. 

Massage Therapist
Open to the public. Must be 18 
years or older upon employ-
ment. High school diploma or 
equivalent required. Must have 
a valid MI massage certifica-
tion. 600 total hours required 
for Massage certification. One 
year experience preferred.  

Guest Relations Rep 
Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have good customer 
relation’s skills and possess 
strong communication skills.

Mobile Home in District 1: 
3 br, 1 and ½ bath, cen-
tral AC, garage, new stove, 
washer and dryer, Culli-
gan Water unit, new toilets, 
deck, storage shed. $18,950 
OBO. Call 989-433-0315
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At-Large Program presents 2014 Honoring Saganing Traditional Powwow
NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor

Tribal communities and Standish 
residents came together for the 
Honoring Saganing Traditional 
Powwow on June 14 and 15 at 
the Powwow Grounds on Worth 
Road, next to the Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino and 
Tribal Center. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan At-Large 
Program presents the annual pow-
wow. This year, an estimated 
2500 people attended the event, 
as beautiful weather shone down 
on the powwow grounds. 

“We had a great community 
turnout, wonderful weather, and 

amazing staff,” Lisa Peters, 
At-Large elders advocate and 
Powwow Committee mem-
ber said. “We could not have 
asked for a better weekend for 
a powwow.” 

At 1 p.m. both days and 4 
p.m. Saturday, members of 
the Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Warriors Society lined 
up to lead grand entry, with 
Head Veteran Mike Perez, Head 
Female Dancer Stormie Frees-
Jacobs and Head Male Dancer 
Sterling BigBear performing 
their fancy footwork. 

One-by-one, the veterans’ 
names were announced and they 
posted their colors. 

“The Eagle Feathers repre-
sent one of those that have gone 
on before us,” Emcee R.J. Smith 
said on Saturday afternoon. 
“Everything stops when an Eagle 
Feather drops.” 

The Head Drum was Southern 
Straight and Matthew “Cubby” 
Sprague Jr. took on the role as 
arena director. 

“Vendors, spectators and the 
community let you know how 
much they love this powwow 
and they continue to come back 
year after year,” Peters said. “We 
try to add new components to 
the powwow, both cultural and 
educational. One of the big suc-
cesses this year was the demon-
strations and the mascots that 
represent and promote the busi-
nesses of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe and community 

businesses.” 
The mascots social-

ized with the powwow 
crowd, and Gizi even 
did the two-step. 

“The crowd, both 
young and old, enjoyed 
the mascots,” Denise 
Pelcher, At-Large 
contract health 
clerk and Powwow 
Committee member, 
said. “It is also a way 
for those businesses to 
become involved with 
a Native American 
cultural event to better 
their understanding of 
our Tribe.”

Patrick J. Naganashe and 
Mike Naganashe took first place 
in the hand drum contest, win-
ning $300. Second place went 
to Chinodin and Jesse who won 
$200, and Raymond Shenoskey 
Jr. and Jeremy R. Joy went home 
with $100 for third place. 

It takes a collaborate effort 
to make this successful event 
possible. The Facilities depart-
ment, Tribal Maintenance, 
Saganing Eagles Landing 
Maintenance, SCIT Tribal 
Council, Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways, Youth LEAD, Migizi 
Economic Development Co., 
SECR Food and Beverage, 
SCIT and SEL Marketing, 
Tribal Public Relations, 
At-Large Program staff and 
private sponsors all contrib-
uted to the event. 

“The most rewarding part is 
watching all of our months of 
planning come together for two 
days of celebration,” Pelcher 
said. “When you see families 
come together who normally 
do not see each other, except at 
this powwow, and when they 
thank us because they had such 
a good time and that they will 
be back next year; it makes it all 
worthwhile.”

The arbor construction team 
Dan McCreery, David Darnell, 
Jonathan Ayling, Ed Mathews, 
Ron Defoy, Tracy Chamberlain 
and Dan Bennett built the beauti-
ful powwow arbor. 

“They all put in over 12 hour 
days, and without their help 

Head Female Dancer Stormie Frees-Jacobs and Head Male 
Dancer Sterling BigBear were responsible for the direction 

of the Powwow.

Christa Gomez and her daughter 
Marialena  dance during the Powwow’s 

beautiful weather.

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw Veterans Warrior Society 
members lead Grand Entry for the 2014 Honoring 

Saganing Traditional Powwow.

Makayla Stevens and Aiyanah 
Borton show off their fancy 

footwork. 

Aubreyanna Stevens and 
Hope Stevens dance side-

by-side in the powwow 
arena. 

Addison Begay, Christian Clarquit, Madison Kennedy 
and Abbie Nahdee bond in the arena. 

Clara Begay and Dayna Johansen are all 
smiles while dancing. 

Dancers follow the Head Veteran, Flag Carriers and Head Dancers during Grand Entry.
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this event would not happen,” 
Peters said. “Josh Gravelyn 
and Steve Jablonski so gra-
ciously support the importance 
of this event.” 

This year, fireworks were 
provided by Tribal Council and 
SCIT Public Relations after 
dusk on Saturday at the pow-
wow grounds.


