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Youth LEAD Ski Trip
Trip at Caberfae provides winter excite-
ment for families.

Dakota Warriors
Horseback healing journey for the 
“38 + 2” Dakota warriors.

SCA Winter Program
Saginaw Chippewa Academy students 
perform to show the Anishinaabe way.

Veterans Feast
Anishinabe Ogitchedaw Veterans 
Warrior Society hosts feast at SECR.
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(Editor’s note: The following state-
ment was released on Friday, Jan. 
24 from SCIT Public Relations 
in response to Oakland County 
Executive L. Brooks Patterson’s 
offensive remarks published in the 
New Yorker Magazine.) 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan takes a stand 
against outspoken and often 
offensive Oakland County 
Executive L. Brooks Patterson. 
Patterson was quoted in an article 
on Monday, Jan. 20, 2014 by the 
New Yorker Magazine's online 
publication saying, “I made a pre-
diction a long time ago, and it's 
come to pass. I said, ‘What we're 
gonna do is turn Detroit into an 
Indian reservation, where we herd 
all the Indians into the city, build a 
fence around it, and then throw in 
the blankets and corn.’”

An outraged Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego expressed con-
cerns over Patterson's comments 

regarding African American and 
Native American people along 
with general statements about 
the criminal environment in 
Detroit relative to the African 
American population. 

It is the intention of SCIT to 
gather support for the efforts 
being built by Rev. Charles 
Williams II, Michigan chap-
ter president of the National 
Action Network,  a civil rights 
organization, to demand an 
apology from Patterson and 
Oakland County officials to 
take appropriate action against 
this ignorant hatred. 

The following is the complete 
response letter from Chief Pego 
to otherTribal communities: 

“The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe has always taken 
pride in the people we are 
and celebrated the strong and 
rich culture established by our 

ancestors thousands of years ago. 
Our people have had to endure 
inequitable hardships for hun-
dreds of years as other minority 
groups have had to while work-
ing diligently to achieve equality. 
We have worked collectively with 
others to bring about change 
and an opportunity to be treated 
with dignity and respect; the 
very dignity and respect we give 
our fellow man.

Today, I find it inexcusable 
that there are still individuals 
whom carry hatred and blatant 
disregard for other cultures 
and race of people. It is not 
surprising, however, that serial 
offender Brooks Patterson used 
inflammatory language in talk-
ing about people of color. His 
comparison of the residents of 
Detroit to Native Americans 
who were forcibly confined to 
Indian reservations is shame-
ful. It goes without saying that 
Mr. Patterson needs a lesson in 

civility, regardless of whether 
he was merely pandering to 
his base, or purposely inciting 
racial disharmony. 

It is surprising, however, 
and equally troubling to read 
comments by the editor of 
the Detroit News who tacitly 
approved of Mr. Patterson's 
offensive characterizations of 
Indian reservations. I seriously 
doubt that both Mr. Patterson 
and Finley have ever even been 
to an Indian reservation.

Please join Charles Williams 
II, and our Tribal Council in 
demanding an apology from 
Mr. Patterson and a call out to 
Oakland County leaders to take 
appropriate action against their 
County Executive.”

Sincerely,

Steven Pego, Tribal Chief

"Snow Emergency" cancels State of the Tribe Address, rescheduled for March 8

Chief Pego takes a stand against Patterson's offensive remarks 

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Anyone who has ever been 
involved in event planning 
would say there are a lot of 
variables to be considered. The 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
Entertainment Hall was ready, 
departments were set, the war-
riors and drums were on assign-
ment, presenters were prepared 
to deliver their programs, but a 
winter storm in Mid-Michigan 
can derail the best of plans.

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego was ready 
for his first community meeting 
but was more concerned about 
the membership.

“I believe the safety of our 
members is more important at 
times like this then informa-
tion we can share with them 
at another time in the future,” 
Chief Pego said. “I do not want 
someone becoming stranded and 
injured on my conscience when 
we have the ability to reschedule 
at a time that is more conducive 
to travel and safety.” 

Tribal Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier serves 
as the Public Information Officer 
for the Tribe when emergency 
preparedness procedures are 
implemented and handles all 
media when contacted by Isabella 
County Central Dispatch.

“As soon as the Isabella County 
Road Commission declared a 
‘Snow Emergency’ at 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 24 until Saturday, 
Jan. 25 at Noon, the Tribe began 
our emergency response system 
starting with the Tribal Council 
decision to cancel the meeting 
for Jan. 25,” Cloutier said. “With 
the assistance of our Information 
Technology department and the 
Tribal Police, notice was given on 
the Tribal website, Tribal email 
system and through social media 
via our Tribal Facebook page.”

After the posting was set on 
the Tribal website, Information 
Technology Director Amy Gates 
sent the following prepared state-
ment to all Tribal employees 
and associates via the Microsoft 
Outlook email system, “the State 
of the Tribe is cancelled for tomor-
row, Jan. 25, 2014 due to extreme 
inclement weather. Tribal Council 
will work diligently to reschedule 
the event as soon as it can. Thank 
you for your understanding and be 
safe and warm.”

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Captain David Crockett 
mentioned his patrol offi-
cers were busy throughout 
the weekend helping stranded 
motorists and applauded Tribal 
Council’s decision in the inter-
est of safety for all involved.

“When the weather is treach-
erous like it was on Jan. 25, 

we support Central Dispatch 
when they tell motorists to stay 
off the roads,” Crockett said. 
“With the wind chill and with 
limited resources, accidents 
can become life-threatening 
for everyone and our officers 
appreciate the community sup-
port when these emergencies 
are called. It allows us to best serve 
those people who 
need it the most.” 

Tribal Police Dispatch informs 
winter storms can range from a 
normal snow over a few hours to 
a blizzard with blinding, wind-
driven snow that lasts for several 
days. Many winter storms bring 
dangerously low temperatures 
and, sometimes, strong winds, 
icing, sleet and freezing rain. 
One of the main concerns is that 

State of the Tribe Address continued on page 3
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Daryle Curtis Jackson
Sept. 18, 1957 - Dec. 31, 2013 
Daryle Curtis Jackson, age 56, of Weidman, Mich., passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2013, at McLaren-Bay Regional Medical Center.

Funeral Services for Daryle were 
held at Clark Family Funeral 
Chapel on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2014, 
with Steve Pego officiating. 

Daryle was born on Sept. 18, 
1957, in Marrietta, Ga., the son 
of Wilford Jackson and Gladys 
Ann (Meshigaud) Steele. He mar-
ried Eva Bennett on Dec. 12, 2012. 
Daryle was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. He enjoyed 
Nascar, bowling, playing pool, traveling and visiting with family.

Daryle is survived by his wife, Eva Jackson; children, Kelli 
Jackson (Ray Dishno) of Hannahville, Mich., Felicia Card (Nate 
McDaniel) of Mt. Pleasant, Mich., Melanie (Conrado) Flores and 
children of Weidman, Mich., Jeremiah Jackson of Hannahville, 
Mich., Christopher Cardoza of Mt. Pleasant, Jeremy Card of New 
Orleans, La., Joshua (Emma) Leake of Madison, Wis., Mark (Jen) 
Bennett and children of Mt. Pleasant, Leo Bennett, Jr. (Marian 
Peters) and children of Wayland, Mich., and James Bennett of Mt. 
Pleasant; grandchildren, Logan, Jazlyn, Liliann, and Terrance of 
Hannahville, Christopher, Arrianna, Gabrielle, Alexander, Joselyn, 
Isaiah, and Cordelia; brothers, Ralph Samuel, Andrew and Arthur 
Steele, Douglas and Eugene Jackson; sisters, Earlene Jackson (Carl 
Olien) of Escanaba, Mich., Eliza Owl and Genevieve Chippeway, 
both of Mt. Pleasant; and uncles Frank Meshigaud and Walter 
“Wally Bear” Meshigaud, both of Hannahville. 

Daryle was preceded in death by his parents; daughter, Christina 
Jackson; son, James Earl Jackson; brother, Tom Des Moines; and 
uncle, Abraham Keshick.

Zane Mikal "Cubby" Jewell 
Aug. 9, 1997 - Dec. 29, 2013 
Zane "Cubby" Mikal Jewell, age 16, of Mt. Pleasant, Mich., 
passed away Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013 at his home.

Funeral Services for Zane were held at Clark Family 
Funeral Chapel on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014, with 
Ray Van Buskirk officiating. Interment fol-
lowed in the Chippewa Township Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Ronald McDonald House in Houston or to 
Mid-Michigan Hospice.

Zane was born on Aug. 9, 1997 in Clare, 
Mich., the son of Keith and Tonia Jewell. Zane 
was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 

Tribe. Zane loved numerous sports such as football, 
golf and basketball. He also enjoyed four wheel-
ing, mud bogging and playing video games.

Zane is survived by his parents; sib-
lings, Jade Pelcher, Aaron Jewell and Adam 

Jewell; grandparents, Gerald (Janet) Harvey 
and Milton Pelcher and Linda Hudak; nieces and 

nephews, Kayana, Leviathan, Gabriel and Jasmine; and numerous 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Zane was preceded in death by his grandfather, Steve 
Jewell and nephew, Andres Pelcher.
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www.sagchip.org/tr ibalobserver

Now Available for Purchase!
Holiday Gift certificates available.

ONLY 120 AVAILABLE
$300 Per Membership
Memberships Good at Five Golf Courses
Eagle Glen Golf Course (Farwell), Hidden Oaks Golf Course (St. 
Louis), Maple Creek Golf Club (Shepherd), Pleasant Hills Golf Course 
(Mt. Pleasant) and Waabooz Run Golf Course (Mt. Pleasant).

Available For Immediate Purchase By: 
All SCIT Tribal Members & immediate family members
All Tribal Enterprise employees & immediate family members

League play available at all courses except Pleasant Hills. Membership includes 
pro-shop and range balls discounts at some courses (discounts vary).
Purchase at the Tops Accounting Department

April 29 - July 15
  

Skins matches at Waabooz Run Golf Course. All 
players must be 40 years old or older, and all players 
will use the blue tee’s. The cost is $20 weekly, plus 
green fees and cart fees. Tee off is at 5:30 p.m. sharp. 
  

July 22 - Sept. 23
  

No age limit all players use the blue tee’s. The 
cost is $20 per player plus Green fees and Cart 
fees, tee off is at 5:30 p.m. sharp. 
  

July 12 -  B. Sprague Open
  

10 a.m. shotgun, two person scramble 
mens/coed divisions $120 per team includes 
skins, green fees, cart and lunch at the turn.
  

Aug. 2 - Super Skins match on  
  

Super Skins match on Aug. 2 at Waabooz Run. 
Cost is $50 per player plus green/cart fees all 
three tee markers will be used by each player 
(example Hole #1 Blue Tee, hole #2 White tee, 
Hole #3 Red tee). Two players per team any mix, 
all teams off the first tee starting at 10 a.m.
  

For more information 
on these events, contact Bernard Sprague at 
(989) 400-1838 or (989) 772-4013

Reminder of
Waste Service Change
The following is a reminder that the curb-
side waste service has changed from Waste 
Management to Granger Waste Services.
 

Collection will be every FRIDAY, as of  Fri-
day, Jan. 24, 2014. Please be sure your trash 
is out by the curb no later than 6:30 a.m. on 
your collection day to service your container. 
  

In addition to one cart, you are allowed four 
extra bags of  trash, as well as one bulk item 
each week, at no additional charge. (Bulk 
items are those that are too large to fit in your 
container, such as furniture or appliances.)
 

Additional carts are the responsibility of  
the resident; please contact Granger at 
1-888-947-2643 for pricing.
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Tribal Education Advisory Board Vacancy Announcement
Letters of interest are now being accepted from Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Members interested in serving on the TEAB. Beginning Janu-
ary 2014, a two-year term ending Dec. 31, 2014 needs to be filled. 

The role of the TEAB is to oversee policies for the Tribe’s culture-
based, student centered educational programs and advise Tribal 
Council on all matters pertaining to the educational development of 
the members and programmatic opportunities.

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m. in 
the TEAB Conference Room.

Letters Of Interest Will Be Accepted 
Until Feb. 13, 2014  

Please send letters of interest to: 
Tribal Education Administration
7070 E. Broadway; Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Requirements: 
1) Must be a member of the Saginaw 

Chippewa Indian Tribe 
2) Must be at least 18 years old 
3) Must not be employed by the Saginaw 

Chippewa Education Department. For further information, call Melissa Montoya at 989-775-4523

Attention all 

The Saginaw Chippewa Powwow Committee is hav-
ing a Logo Design Contest for this year’s upcoming 
Powwow. If you would like to enter, please send 
your entries to the Powwow committee. 

Your logo design should be designed around the theme 
“Gamaamwi Mnajaanaanik Gda Binoojiinhminaanik 
(Together We Honor Our Children)” entries can be in 
color (four color max).

Your designs can be hand drawn or created electroni-
cally. Please mail your design entries to Attn: Powwow 
Committee, 7070 E Broadway Rd, Mt. Pleasant MI 
48858 or drop them off at the Planning Office to Craig 
Graveratte. If you create an electronic version it can be 
emailed to cgraveratte@sagchip.org 

All entries must be received no later than March 
14, 2014. Please include your contact information 
along with your entry.

And for the best part the winning design will be dis-
played on the T-Shirts for this upcoming year. Also the 
winning Logo Design will receive $200 and a free T-
Shirt with your design. Prizes will also be awarded for 
second and third place as well (yet to be determined).

If you have any questions please call 989.774.4081.
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…this is how it started.

Happy 

Birthday  
Spud

We love you forever

Happy 3rd

Birthday

 Beebz
We love you!!!

Happy belated 

3rd Birthday
 Aubrey Skye! 

(January 12th)

Love always, 
mommy

To the sweetest 
Karot cake ever.

Happy  
Birthday
We love you 

forever

February 24th.

Happy 19th

Birthday
to my Lil Soldier!  

We all Love you and 
our proud of you!  

Love Mom and girls!

Happy 18th 

Birthday
Sandra  
Love 

Papa & Denise   

Kiyan John Kakazu

Happy 2nd 
Birthday
on February 7th. 

With love from Gramma Ang. 
And mommy and daddy and 

auntie Mare and auntie Aaliyah. 

Christmas 2013 with my children Chris Moses, Scott 
Moses, Paul Moses and Sharrie Moses holding my 
great-granddaughter Analeigha and my ex-husband 
Garland Moses.

“It was a blessing to have all four of  my children home 
with me on Christmas morning, including their father. 
It has been over 20 years that all 6 of  us have been 
together on Christmas morning. I want to give God 
all glory for making it all possible and bringing us all 
together and it was such a warm and happy time.”

Happy
Birthday 

 Jstone
We love you 

forever

Here’s to the light of my life…

Lucky Lindy
…the Spirit of 
Mt. Pleasantt

 

Happy 28th Anniversary

My love, 
Richard Farr

February 15

Happy Anniversary
 to my funny 

Valentine 
Love Denise
Thank you for making 
me laugh everyday 
3 years February 11th. 

Monkey, Cootie Bugs, & Fancy

Happy Valentine’s Day!
I love you with all my heart

Your main Mom

Miigwetch
for 29 

wonderful years…
Letts do 29 moree

 Aanii bazgim!
G’zaagin 

Sharon Wright 

Happy Valentine’s Day

To my beautiful wife

 

I had a hear t at one time

but you took 
it away.

Love, Angel

Happy 

Valentine’s Day!
Grandma Lolly
-Andre, Angelo, Amir, AJ

To My 
Valentine

Sandy Sprague 

TribalCommunity
winter weather can knock out heat, power and com-
munication, sometimes for days at a time. Heavy 
snowfall and extreme cold can have serious effects on 
an entire region. Icy roadways can cause serious acci-
dents, and sometimes people die from being in really 
cold temperatures for too long.

The new date for the State of the Tribe Address is 
Saturday, March 8, 2014. Doors open at 9 a.m. and the 
meeting begins with Grand Entry at 10 a.m. Tribal Chief 
Steve Pego is slated to deliver his inaugural State of the 
Tribe Address followed by Tribal Treasurer Shelly Bailey 
and her financial report. Reports by SECR CEO Wendy 
Reeve and SECR Marketing Director Raul Venegas will 
be joined with a legislative update and a special presen-
tation by several Tribal Police Officers.

Tribal Public Relations Manager Marcella Hadden 
informs many Tribal departments will have informa-
tion booths and there will be many groups who will be 
doing 50/50 drawings.

“We are pleased to announce Tribal Council lowered 
the age group to 12 to allow any Youth Council members 
to attend,” Hadden said. “The Youth Council can be as 
young as 12 and we encourage our youth to become 
involved with the Tribe at an early age.”

The State of the Tribe meeting welcomes all registered 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal members from District One, 
Two and Three to attend that are at least 12 years old. 

State of the Tribe Address continued from front page
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Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is a free publication to 
enrolled Tribal Members and employees. Published on the 1st of the month, 
the Observer is sent to each head of household. Address changes can be 
made with the Tribal Clerk’s office by calling toll free (800) 225-8172 or 
(989) 775-4055. Tribal Observer staff may be contacted at (989) 775-4010.  
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. Submissions 
from the Tribal community are encouraged and can be sent to:

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
c/o Tribal Observer

7070 East Broadway Road
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

You may also e-mail us at observer@sagchip.org.

Subscription rates are $30 per year. Story ideas, articles and photographs from 
the community are always welcomed. The Tribal Observer reserves the right to 
edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal 
Observer is published by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and 
is subject to an editorial review process.
The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Tribal Observer, the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, 
The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees or any other enterprise of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest integrity in news 
reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968.

Tr ibal  Observer

Tribal  Observer Subscr ipt ion Form
Name: _______________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________
City:_______________________ State: ___ Zip Code: _________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________
Please send this completed form with your $30 yearly subscription fee to:
Tribal Observer
Attn: Subscriptions
7070 E. Broadway
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Phone: 989-775-4010
E-mail: observer@sagchip.org

T r i b a l  O b s e r v e r  A d v e r t i s i n g
If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
(989) 775-4010 for more information.
For Announcements including Birthday, Wedding, Engagement, Congratulations, 
etc, cost is $10 and is open to Tribal, Community members and Employees.
Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. 
The cost is $500. Political ads may include but are not limited to: any opinion or 
advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter to the Editor that does 
not conform to guidelines. 
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Tribal Council
Chief
Steven Pego, District 1

Sub-Chief
Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1

Treasurer
Shelly Bailey, District 1

Secretary
Sandy Sprague, District 1

Sergeant At-Arms
Ron Nelson, District 2

Tribal Chaplain
Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1

Council Member
Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1

Council Member
Lindy Hunt, District 1

Council Member
Julius Peters, District 1

Council Member
Chip Neyome, District 1

Council Member
Tim J. Davis, District 1

Council Member
Michele Stanley, District 3

TribalCommunity
SCIT hosting Passport Fair at Andahwod
The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe will be holding a 
Passport Fair at the Andahwod Continuing Care Facility at 
2910 S. Leaton Rd. in Mt. Pleasant, Mich. on Friday, Feb. 
21, 2014, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Isabella County Register of Deeds office will be 
available to provide an opportunity for Tribal Members and 
Tribal employees to apply for a passport. Applications will 
be available at the Passport Fair. You will need a passport 
photo taken before you apply, as they will not be available 
at the Passport Fair this year. No appointment is necessary. 

You must provide evidence of U.S. Citizenship with 
one of the following documents:

• Certified U.S. birth certificate. A certified birth certifi-
cate has a registrar’s raised, embossed, impressed or mul-
ticolored seal, registrar’s signature and the date the certifi-
cate was filed, which must be within one year of your birth. 
NOTE: Short abstract versions of birth certificates and 
hospital birth records will not be acceptable for passport 
purposes. The Enrollment/Tribal Clerk’s department does 
not loan certified birth certificates from member files.

• Previously issued passport.
• Consular Report of birth abroad.
• Naturalization certificate.
• Certificate of citizenship.

Identification required. You should bring one of the 
following documents for identification:

• Previously issued passport.
• Valid driver’s license.
• Current Government ID (city, state, federal.)
• Current Military ID (military and dependents.)

Fees — Passport Books vs. Passport Cards: All 
payment must be in the form of check or money 
order payable to the U.S. Department of State. 
Passport Books are necessary for international 
travel and flights to Mexico or Canada:

• Age 16 and older - $110 Passport Book Fee.  (Cash or 
check made out to the Isabella Register of Deeds.)

• Age 15 and younger - $80 Passport Book Fee. (Cash or 
check made out to the Isabella Register of Deeds.)

• All Applicants - $25 Execution Fee. (Cash or check 
made out to the Isabella Register of Deeds.)

• $60 Expediting Fee if passport is needed sooner than 
the five to six week processing time.

• Note: To submit an application for a child under 
age 14, both parents or legal guardians must appear 
with photo I.D.

Passport Cards are for land travel to Mexico or 
Canada only:

• Age 16 and older - $30 Passport Card Fee. (Cash or 
check made out to the Isabella Register of Deeds.)

• Age 15 and younger - $15 Passport Card Fee. (Cash or 
check made out to the Isabella Register of Deeds.)

• All Applicants - $25 Execution Fee. (Cash or check 
made out to the Isabella Register of Deeds.)

• $60 Expediting Fee if passport is needed sooner than 
the five to six week processing time.

• Note: To submit an application for a child under age 14, 
both parents or legal guardians must appear with photo I.D.

If you have questions about the Passport Fair please con-
tact the Register of Deeds at 989-772-0911 extension 253.

The Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways 
will premiere its latest changing exhibit as part of a spe-
cial VIP sneak preview on Friday, March 14, at 6 p.m. 
for ZC Members and invited guests. 

The exhibit will focus on the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan’s educational and heal-
ing initiatives in regard to the Mt. Pleasant Indian 
Industrial Boarding School. The exhibit will be 
unveiled to the general public on Saturday, March 

15, 2014 at Noon and will feature two-dimensional 
ancillary, graphic and text panels. 

The exhibit continues on Wednesday, April 30, and 
will feature three-dimensional objects including the 
Honoring, Healing and Remembering Commemorative 
Quilt, MIIBS Student Memorial Quilt and Honoring, 
Healing and Remembering Charis Acoustic Guitar. 

The Ziibiwing Center is requesting the Tribal 
Community to consider loaning letters, photographs 
or other items of interest to be included in the exhibit. 
Please contact William Johnson at 989-775-4730 for 
more information.

WILLIAM JOHNSON
Ziibiwing Curator

Ziibiwing to premiere exhibit  focusing on MIIBS

Once again the tax season is upon us for issuing the 
Fiscal Year 2013, 1099’s to each Tribal Member. 

To effectively complete the mailing of tax doc-
uments, we are asking each member to submit 
pertinent information on address changes for 
yourself and (if applicable) dependence(s). It is 
a requirement of the Per Capita Plan that a valid 
address be on file with the Tribal Clerk’s office. 

Please complete this through the Tribal Clerk’s 
office as soon as possible.

Thank you for your response in keeping required 
information current. We hope that you are enjoy-
ing a great new year! 

Sincerely,
Per Capita Staff

Tribal Member 1099 tax update with Per Capita Department
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The Month of February

Search Sagamok Shell of Mt. Pleasant! 
Scan the code to go straight to our page!

With coupon only limit one (1) per customer  
Mt. Pleasant Location Only -  Expires 2/28/2014

Search Cardinal Pharmacy! 
Scan the code to go straight to our page!

Not Valid On Sale Items  - Expires 2/28/2014 
With coupon only limit one (1) per customer     

Sagamok Shell
2428 S. Leaton Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
(989) 775-5800

Cardinal Pharmacy
2410 S. Leaton Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
(989) 317-3700

Free 32 oz
Fountain Pop

Yankee Candles 
buy one get one

50% Off
The Migizi Economic 
Development Company’s mis-
sion is to secure the economic 
well-being for the next seven gen-
erations of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe while adhering to the 
highest ethical standards. 

To assist Migizi in mov-
ing the mission forward, SCIT 
Descendent and Pokagon 
Band of Potawatomi Bear 
Clan Member Skylar MacKay 
announced the formation of a 

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Migizi begins Cultural Awareness 
teachings to associates on Feb. 3

committee charged with cul-
tural awareness education.

“The Culture Awareness 
Committee for Migizi is plan-
ning on spreading culture aware-
ness for all Migizi employees,” 
MacKay said. “We are planning 
every month to give the employ-
ees an opportunity to learn dif-
ferent aspects of the Native 
American culture through plan-
ning several different events. We 
have scheduled time with many 
different departments in our 
Migizi organization to go over the 
importance of Smudging and the 
cultural teachings behind it.” 

Joining MacKay on the 
newly formed committee are 
fellow Migizi associates Darcy 
Brookshier of Guest Services, 
Promotions Assistant Natasha 
Miniard, Leasing Clerk Janet 
Willoughby, Leadership Intern 
Samantha Olson, Eagles Landing 
Sales Clerk Sarah Compeau 
and Sales and Marketing 
Specialist Gina Borushko.

The Culture Awareness 
Committee of Migizi has 
their first event scheduled for 
Monday, Feb. 3 at the Soaring 
Eagle Water Park and Hotel in 
Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 

When it comes to honoring their 
own, the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe and the Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veterans Warrior 
Society demonstrated that mea-
sure of respect at the Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Feast on Saturday, Nov. 
9 in the packed Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort ballroom.  

The ceremony started with 
a traditional smudging from 
Weekaun Kent Jackson fol-
lowed by a Grand Entry 
Processional with Eagle Staffs 

and service flags. Elder Marie 
Meyers offered a traditional 
blessing for the Spirit Plate and 
everyone present.  

The evening featured Tribal 
Judge and Elder Ronald Douglas 
swearing in the new Ogitchedaw 
officers and a special recogni-
tion from the Warriors to SECR 
CEO Wendy Reeve.  

“It is an honor for our war-
riors to serve our community 
and we are blessed to con-
tinue that service even though 
we are not on active duty,” 
Okima I Mike Perez said. “Our 
Native Veterans still recognize 

our own and the 
annual Veterans 
Feast allows us to 
introduce all our 
AOVWS members 
to the community.”

Perez presented 
Reeve with a spe-
cial award honor-
ing her support of 
the AOVWS mis-
sion and veterans 
Nels Larsen and 
Chief Divitt pre-
sented special rec-
ognition plaques to 
AOVWS and vet-
eran Mat Wright.  

In a heartfelt 
observance, United 
States Army Veteran 
Eugene “Coke” 
Walraven was recog-
nized posthumously 
with his widow Tina 

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Veterans Feast honors officers and those that traveled the “Road to Andersonville"
receiving special gifts during an 
honor ceremony.  

Dr. David Schock concluded 
the evening by highlight-
ing the 139 men of Company 
K who took the “Road to 
Andersonville”, his labor of 
love documentary of Native 
Veterans aired Sunday, Nov. 24 
on WCMU public television 

In Dr. Schock’s keynote 
address, he informed “not one 
of the 139 men who signed 
up as members of Company 
K had to do it. They made a 
choice… and for one or more 
of the reasons that include the 
love of their lands, their homes 
and their families, a desire 
to see the North victorious 
to avoid abrogation of their 
treaties and possible enslave-
ment, for financial reasons, for 
adventure and to gain experi-
ence in war, and to join others 
who were going.”

Schock further mentions 
the Ogitchedaw were fero-
cious fighters who were loyal 
and brave. They were also 
sharpshooters who earned the 
respect of the other members 
of the regiment. 

“It is up to us to remember 
them, to give them the honor 
they are due. For my part, it 
was a privilege to tell the story 
of this most special company 
of soldiers, unique, the only 
all-Native American Company 
in the Northern Army,” Schock 
said proudly. “And in their 

story, and the stories of the men 
who traveled to Andersonville 
to give those seven who died 
and are buried there their long-
awaited burial ceremonies, I 

saw the familiar and inspiring 
character of the modern-day 
Ogitchedaw. They, like their 
forebears, are worthy of honor 
and recognition.”

Congratulations to Anna Conklin, 
the December Employee of the 
Month for the Soaring Eagle 
Water Park and Hotel. 

Anna is one of the most dedi-
cated lifeguards we have on staff  
at SEWPH. She is always on time 
and ready to work. She always 
has a smile on her face and a will-
ingness to help guests and fellow 
employees alike. 

She has been with us since the 
doors opened and the first guest 
jumped in the pool. She has been 
given multiple guest comments 

regarding her attentiveness to 
guests on the Flowrider attrac-
tion. Anna has excellent care 
when it comes to first aid and 
emergencies in the water park. 

Anna has been involved in 
main rescues at different attrac-
tions in the water park and han-
dles all of them with profession-
alism. Anna is a guard that all 
new guards need to look at if they 
want an example to model off of. 

Anna is also the Water Park’s 
Guard of the Year for 2013. Each 
week we select one guard to be 
Guard of the Week based off of 
performance and guest service. 
Anna is, for lack of a better 
word, “AWESOME”. 

SEWPH December Employee of the Month
CHRIS SEYLER

Contributing Writer

Anna Conklin is a 
Lifeguard at the Soaring 

Eagle Water Park.

ATTENTION
Anishinabe Ogitchedaw

Veteran & Warrior Society Members

Meetings Will be Held 
The 1st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m.  |  For More Information: 775-4175 

Now Recruiting New Members

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick

The AOVWS Honor Drum performs a blanket song as the 
community gathers in the packed SECR Ballroom.

AOVWS Okima I U.S. Army Mike 
Perez posts the colors of the Saginaw 

Chippewa Eagle Staff during the 
Veterans Feast Grand Entry.

SECR CEO Wendy Reeve and Perez hold their plaques of 
recognition as Weekaun Kent Jackson looks on.

TribalCommunity
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Congratulations to Doug 
Conrad and Dale Compau Jr., 
they are our employees of the 
month for December.   

Doug is an excellent Security 
Supervisor who is very friendly 
and easy to talk to. He’s been 

MICHAEL PERUSKI
Contributing Writer

instrumental in developing many 
of the current procedures within 
the Security Department. He’s 
built relationships with co-work-
ers and guests to have a greater 
understanding of our business. 

Doug is consistently trusted 
to fill in as the Casino Shift 
Manager and does a great 
job communicating to other 

Doug Conrad Dale Compau Jr.

Saganing Eagles Landing Casino December Employees of the Month

SCIT Tribal Council visits Saganing Eagles Landing Casino

department’s entire team, man-
agement and associates. He 
thrives on learning how the other 
departments function. 

Doug’s currently our super-
visor that assists with ordering 
items for the security department 
and is working with the other 
supervisors on reorganizing our 
training program. 

Doug is a major benefit to 
the Security Department and 
we are proud to have him! 
Way to go, Doug! 

Dale is a great Security 
Officer that passionately com-
pletes his duties with quality 
results. He recently has been 
helping outside with safety dur-
ing winter storms. Dale’s been 
ensuring our guests and asso-
ciates have plowed, shoveled 
and salted sidewalks and park-
ing lot spaces. He also assisted 

On Friday, Jan. 17, Tribal 
Council traveled to 
Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino where they received 
a tour of the facilities. 

Lunch was served for 
Council, Saganing Executive 
Supervisors, Human Resource 

employers, Water Treatment 
Plant employers and Tribal 
Center employers. 

During lunch, Bob 
VanWert, from SECR 
who has been overseeing 
the operation of SELC, 
addressed the basic day-to-
day operations of SELC. 
After lunch, Council mem-
bers took a tour of the Water 
Treatment Plant. 

Slot Supervisor Tina Myers poses with 
Tribal Council Members Chip Neyome 

and Michele Stanley at SELC.

Bob VanWert, who has been overseeing SELC, 
presents information to Tribal Council in the 

Saganing Tribal Center. 

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

989-779-2227
Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs!
No Distance Too Far ! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City !

Need A Ride?  
We Can Help!!  Lift Van Available

• Casino Runs
• Seniors
• Work
• Lift Vans
• Golf Courses
• Weddings
• Party Vans
• Bar Runs
• Ski Resorts

• Airport Pickup and Drop O�
   Airline Vouchers Accepted
• Corporate Accounts Welcomed
   Available with Direct Billing
• Medical Transportation Services 
  With Direct Insurance BillingIn Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards

www.chippewacab.com
Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma

Maintenance with attaching a 
plow blade to one of their plow 
trucks with his prior knowledge. 

We appreciate his initia-
tive in his daily duties and 
other areas. He continuously 
seeks work that can be done 
during high and low guest 
volumes. Going outside to 

help salt and shovel is not 
something that all officers 
like, but it is yet another task 
that needs to be completed. 

Thank you, Dale, for keep-
ing our feet dry and helping to 
keep us from injury by salting 
and maintaining a positive 
attitude at all times.   

Photos courtesy of Christy Fedak
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31 FUSIONS  
 In Stock Let’s Talk Trade

We need clean trade-ins!

We Buy Clean Used Vehicles  |  On the Spot Financing!

KRAPOHL’S
63 YEARS 
STRONG

Mt. Pleasant 1 Block East of Meijer
Toll Free: 1.800.772.5974 • Local: 989.772.2991

A-X & Z Plan Headquarters
Visit our website: www.krapohl.com

*Price & Payment 0 Down Plus Tax, Title, Doc.  All vehicles subject to prior sale. Payment 4.9%  xed rate & approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment terms.  Interest rate will vary depending on credit rating.

Visit our website

www.krapohl.com
for our entire inventory!

2014 FORD      

FUSION
0% APR  60 Months

$500  Bonus Cash

Up to $2,500 Cash Back! 

Plus

Or

Brand New
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Technology: The good, the bad and the impact on children

Although social media can be a way 
to connect with old friends from high 
school and college, and to catch up 
with what is going on in their lives 
with their jobs and children, it can also 
become a source of disconnect within 
the family itself. 

Too many times I go into a res-
taurant and instead of seeing every-
one talking amongst themselves and 
enjoying time spent with each other, 
I see an entire family with their 
noses buried in their phones either on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or play-
ing games. It seems to me that the art 
of conversation and old-fashioned 
communication is being lost within 
the whirlwind of technology. 

Studies have shown the large amount 
of information on the web overwhelms 
the brain and hurts long-term memory. 
Another analysis of 15 studies found 
that increased media exposure, includ-
ing television, movies, video games and 
the Internet, was associated with violent 
behavior and isolation. It reported that 
children who watched violent shows 
were not only more likely to be more 
aggressive, but also to have fewer friends 
and to be more secluded socially. 

However, in the same study it also 
found that those who were suffering 
from shyness or social anxiety can gain 
comfort and confidence in social inter-
actions in several ways. Shy children 
can use social media to overcome what 
is perhaps their most difficult chal-
lenge, namely, initiating new relation-
ships, in a low-risk environment. 

February 2014 At-Large Tribal Member Spotlight
MIKKI MARCOTTE
Contributing Writer

DENISE PELCHER 
Contributing Writer

Each month the At-Large program will 
spotlight an At-Large member who is an 
employee of the Tribe, owns a business or 
has an interesting pastime. If you know any 
At-Large member that fits this bill, please 
nominate them to be spotlighted on the 
At-Large page in the Tribal Observer.

The February 2014 At-Large Tribal 
Member Spotlight is Gloria Mulbrecht. 
Gloria is an Assistant Teacher at the 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy and has 

worked for the Montessori program 
as an Assistant Teacher and Teacher 
since 1990. During 1980-1981, Gloria 
worked for the Tribe’s Youth Worker 
Program with John Williams. In 
between working for the Tribe, Gloria 
worked for different nursing homes as 
a Nursing Assistant.

Gloria graduated from Shepherd 
High School in 1981 and received her 
Baccalaureate Studies degree from Mid-
Michigan Community College in 2013.

Gloria’s parents are Donald and Ida 
Stevens from Michigan and her pater-
nal Grandparents were Simon and Mabel 

Stevens from Owosso, Mich. Gloria grew 
up in different parts of Michigan.

Gloria lives in Blanchard, Mich. with 
her husband Bill. Gloria and Bill have two 
children; Chase, 29 and Ambrosia Stevens, 
24 and two grandchildren; Hunter, 5 and 
Aubreyanna, 5. The Mulbrecht’s have 
three dogs that round out their family.

In her free time, Gloria loves raising her 
granddaughter and being with her other 
grandchildren. Gloria also enjoys sewing 
and beadwork and she loves teaching her 
grandchildren about their culture.

If you have any questions about SCA, 
please contact them at 989-775-4453. 

Gloria Mulbrecht is an 
Assistant Teacher at the 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy.

February 12, 2014  |  11 a.m.  - 1 p.m.  |  At the Saganing Tribal Center 

Please call the At-Large-Program at 1-800-884-6271 to RSVP by Feb. 3, 2014
Doing so ensures that no one goes without. 

We will be hosting a cultural craft workshop and luncheon with a speaker.

Voted Isabella County’s #1 Attorney for the past 12 years!

Technology is neither good nor bad, 
but, at the same time, it isn't neutral 
either. The impact that technology has on 
your children depends not on the tech-
nology itself, but rather how you educate 
them about it and the experiences they 

have with it. It is your responsibility to 
become informed about the potential 
benefits and costs of this new digital 
age and then make deliberate decisions 
about the type and quantity of technol-
ogy you expose your children to.

Be sure to check out the At-Large 
page each month in the Tribal 
Observer and online at sagchip.org 
for upcoming events.

For more information 
Call the At-Large Program
1-800-884-6271

Sign in at Noon with Lunch at 1 p.m.
March 16, 2014 at the Saganing Tribal Center

Meet & Greet
Y
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Finch leads his Ice Sculpture renegades to SECR for New Year’s Eve Bash
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

It has been noted that art imi-
tates life, and that ice-cold truth 
became fact when nationally 
acclaimed chef Randy Finch 
and his team of renegade ice art-
ists made frozen re-creations of 
gaming tables for the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort New 
Year’s Eve party.

SECR Executive Sous Chef 
Shaun McGee started working 
with Finch and his Ice Sculptures, 
Ltd. artists in September 2013.

“We had Randy and his col-
leagues on two of our culinary 
special events and they have 
done a great job with their ice 
sculptures,” McGee said. “They 
were able to replicate multiple 
signature pieces of our casino 
with such precision that patrons 
had to look twice. This was a 
great event for SECR Food and 
Beverage associates. The SECR 

Marketing team did a fantas-
tic job on the New Year’s Eve 
party and our guests were hav-
ing a great time and all of the 
ice sculptures made it a fantastic 
world class experience.”

With extensive culinary train-
ing and more than 20 successful 
years in the ice sculpting busi-
ness, friends and business part-
ners Finch and Derek Maxfield 
own and operate Ice Sculptures 
Ltd. in Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Together with their team, 
they design and execute out-
of-this-world ice sculptures 
that have been featured on 
national television, recog-
nized in industry media, and 
included at movie premieres, 
celebrity galas, concerts and 
sporting events. 

Most recently, their extraor-
dinary talents and projects were 
captured on the Food Network’s 
primetime series, “Ice Brigade” 

as they followed the 
team as they made 
their awe-inspiring 
interactive creations.

“There was over 
25,000 pounds of ice 
on display for the 
New Year’s celebra-
tion at Soaring Eagle 
and it was a blast 
creating larger than 
life casino games out 
of ice,” Finch said. 
“The craps table bar 
and the roulette table 
bar were exact repro-
ductions of the ones 
we made for our 
Food Network series 
"Ice Brigade" and 
our friends at SECR 
said the guests were 
drawn to the creative pieces. 
I’m not sure yet what our next 
project is with the casino but 
we are excited to be on board 
with the team.”

The members of Ice Sculptures, Ltd. (left to right): Derek 
Folts, Jovonnah Nicholson, Randy Finch, Shawn  Winnell, 

Susan Walters and Derek Maxfield.

SECR Executive Sous Chef Shaun 
McGee shares a cool moment with 

Ice Sculpture, Ltd. artist Randy 
Finch and his New Year’s Eve fes-

tive creation.

Whatever the next sculpture 
Finch and his ice renegades 
come up with for SECR Food 
and Beverage, it’s bound to be 
a cool work of art!

Ugly Christmas Sweater Family Bowling Tournament “spares” no one
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist
Chippewa Lanes hosted 61 Tribal 
community members and their 
families at the Dec. 29 inau-
gural Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Family Bowling Tournament in 
Mt. Pleasant, Mich.  The holiday 
event was a part of many offerings 
during Christmas vacation from 
the Youth LEAD (Leadership, 
Engagement, Activities and 
Diversion) department.

Saginaw Chippewa 
Assistant Tribal Administrator 
Tonia Leaureaux has worked 
closely with the formation 
of the LEAD department and 
applauds their efforts.

“One of the strengths of our 
Tribe is its commitment to fam-
ily and community activities,” 
Leaureaux said.  “These types 
of activities allow families to 

spend time together in a positive, 
fun-filled environment while also 
strengthening our community ties 
to one another.”

Getting in the spirit of the 
event, Tonia’s sister, Sheila, 
donned her apparel complete 
with a cute elf-like topper while 
brothers Andre and Angelo 
were all smiles in their “ugly” 
Christmas sweaters.

Youth LEAD department 
Director Jennifer Crawford 
was very appreciative of the 
commitment made by her fel-
low employees through numer-
ous holiday events.

“I would like to offer a spe-
cial thank you to all of our Youth 
LEAD staff for organizing such 
fun family events throughout the 
holidays in addition to keeping 
the gym open,” Crawford said. 
“With Christmas Bingo, Family 
Sledding, Ugly Christmas Sweater 

Family Bowling Tournament and 
the Family Roller Skating event 
at Spinning Wheels, there was 
plenty to do and a lot of work 
behind the scenes.  We have had 
such great turnouts so far and 
are looking forward to providing 
more awesome family-friendly 
events for 2014.”

Youth LEAD Organized Sports 
Specialist Lucas Sprague played 
the point position in working with 
Chippewa Lanes officials and 
providing a quality tournament.

“We were really impressed 
with the numbers we had for the 
first annual event, and we are 
already looking forward to next 
year,” Sprague said. “I would 
like to thank all the families 
who came out and our sponsors 
(Soaring Eagle Water Park and 
Hotel and the Sagamok Shell) 
for their participation and sup-
port of youth events.”

Results of the tourney were 
as follows: High series trophy 
division for ages 11 and younger 
went to Andre Leaureaux with a 
432.  High series trophy division 
for ages 12 to 17 year olds went 
to Nodin Jackson with a 331. 
High series trophy division for 
ages 18 and older went to Aaron 
Chivis with a 704 score.

Scoring the high game of the 
day in the no tap tourney was 
Luke Sprague with a “300” game.

First place prize winners of 
four waterpark passes for ages 
11 and younger was Angelo 
Leaureaux and the aged 12 
to 17 division prize went to 
Nodin Jackson.  

Allison Preston won first prize 
for the aged 18 and older division 
which included four water park 
passes plus a one night stay.  

Winners of the second place 
Sagamok gift cards included Gabe 

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

Tribal youth bowl-
ers Angelo and Andre 

Leaureaux are dressed 
to the nines for the Ugly 

Christmas Sweater 
Bowling Tournament.

Jackson, Ray Fisher and Valerie 
Raphael. Gracin Isaac also won 
a gift card to the Nbakade Dining 
Room at SEWPH.

Founders Day historical display features Tribal “In Stitches” Quilting Group

As Isabella County prepares to 
host their 155th Founders Day 
Quilt and Historical Display 
on Feb. 8, the spotlight will 
shine on the Tribal “In Stitches” 
Quilting Group.  

Ziibiwing Cultural Center 
Curator William Johnson informs 
the quilters created the Honoring, 
Healing and Remembering 
Commemorative Quilt that was 
unveiled at the Honoring, Healing 
and Remembering Event on June 
6, 2013, and the Mt. Pleasant 
Indian Industrial Boarding 
School Student Memorial 
Quilt that was unveiled at the 
Saginaw Chippewa Powwow 
on Aug. 3, 2013. 

“Our Ziibiwing family is hon-
ored through their contributions 
to those quilts and those who col-
laborated at last year’s Founders 
Day event,” Johnson said.

Each artist had a part in the 
creation; Becky Pamp-Ettinger 
hand-stitched applique, sew bind-
ing, and printed student names.  
Roger High gave artistry, color 
coordination and served as a tem-
plate maker. Elizabeth Hughes 
assisted in the ironing and intri-
cate detail cutting of patterns.  
Sarah Martin hand-stitched appli-
qué, sew binding, printed stu-
dent names, did detail cutting of 
patterns, ironed, sew biased tape 
and color coordination. Ellie Van 
Horn hand-stitched appliqué, sew 
binding, printed student names 
and assisted the detail cutting of 
patterns. Colleen Wagner cut and 
hand-stitched lettering, hand-
stitched appliqué and did sew 
binding with Doris Lucas doing 
the long arm quilter duties.  

“I’m happy to be able to sup-
port the creativity of the 'In 
Stitches' Quilting Group and Mt. 
Pleasant Area Historical Society,” 
Johnson said. “They do excellent 

work and both groups collaborate 
in the true spirit of community to 
promote fellowship and to inspire 
the next generation of quilters.”

Quilt Show Chair Valerie 
Wolters invites the Tribal commu-
nity to join the Mt. Pleasant Area 
Historical Society for the pancake 
breakfast, historical displays, and 
amazing array of quilts.

“Last year we were so happy 
to share this special time with 
the 'In Stitches' Quilters,” 
Wolters said. “We can hardly 
wait to see what new creation 
they will display this year.”

The Feb. 8 Founders Day 
activities begin with an 8 a.m. 
pancake breakfast at the First 
United Methodist Church, 400 
S. Main in Mt. Pleasant, Mich.  
The “In Stitches” Quilters will 
take the spotlight at the 9 a.m. 
Quilt Show. For more informa-
tion, contact Valerie Wolters 
at 989-773-9571 or William 
Johnson at 989-775-4750.

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 
Photojournalist

TribalCommunity
Photo courtesy of Ice Sculptures, Ltd.
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For more information contact
Raymond Cadotte at 989.775.4757

SIGN-UP forms available at 
www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/

It’s time for...

PERFORMANCE 
CIRCLE 

SIGN-UP and First Class

Put on your dancing shoes! 
(or socks)

Tuesday, February 18
4pm-5:30pm

Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 
                                                    The Midw es t ’s  Pr emier 
                           Amer ican Indian Museum
 
                                                open monday thru saturday 10am - 6pm 
                               6650 East Broadway  Mt. Pleasant, MI 
                                           museum phone: 1.800.225.8172 ext. 1-54750 
                   www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 
                                                webstore: 989.775.4783  www.nativedirect.com

March 15 • New Exhibit Grand Opening
March 4, 11, 18, & 25 • Performance Circle Classes
March 20-22 • MIEC Critical Issues Conference
Ongoing • Community Cradleboard Project

UPCOMING EVENTS

Free & Open 
to the
Public

Self-guided 
display

February 8-15
10am-6pm

Collection Showing

Object types that characterize traditional 
Anishinabek art will be exhibited. 

The major object types will include: 

Ribbonwork 
Birchbark
Weaving 
 Clothing

 Beadwork
 Woodwork

 Q u i l l w o r k
            

Saturday,
 February 8
10am - 3pm

Ziibiwing Center Curator,
William Johnson, 

moderates... 

These artforms can be identified as being 
inter-tribal and reflective of an evolving art style.

Ziibiwing members and partners thanked during Membership Appreciation Dinner
ESTHER HELMS

Contributing Writer

Ziibiwing’s annual Membership 
Appreciation Dinner was held 
at the Ziibiwing Center on 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013. The 
catered event was Ziibiwing’s 

way of saying chi-miigwetch to 
Ziibiwing Members and partners 
for providing the much needed 
and greatly appreciated support. 

Ziibiwing is a non-profit 
organization. It primarily 
depends on grants, sponsors, 
donations and memberships 

for the funding necessary to 
meet the cultural needs of the 
Anishinabek community. 

The membership dinner 
took place on a night when, just 
down the hall from the dinner, 
newly repatriated ancestors 
were being visited, honored 

and prepared for their recom-
mitment to Mother Earth. 
Repatriation of ancestors is just 
one of the many cultural needs 
made possible in part by con-
tributions of time and money 
from generous, caring people 
and organizations. 

If you would like to know 
more about how you can help 
Ziibiwing in its efforts to honor, 
preserve and protect the cul-
ture, please contact Funding and 
Development Specialist Charla 
Cummins at 989-775-4734 or at 
ccummins@sagchip.org. 

SCIT and Delta collaboration continues at “Smoke Signals” screening
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

The Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Warrior Society con-
tinued their collaboration with 
Delta College students in sup-
port of the Nov. 20 showing 
of the Sherman Alexis movie, 
“Smoke Signals”.  The event 
was the second collaborative 
effort between Delta students 
and the Tribe during their 
Native American Heritage 
Month activities.  

AOVWS Okima II David 
Perez and Grand Traverse Bay 
Odawa Anishinabe Kwe Karen 
Lada were on hand to lead the 
question and answer period on 
contemporary Native issues 
after the film.  

“Karen and I found it a 
learning experience to share 
our experience as Native 
people with Delta students,” 
Perez said. “It was gratify-
ing that questions asked were 

pertinent to Native issues and 
culture giving us a chance to 
share our personal experi-
ence in short stories in today’s 
world. Anishinabe people face 
hardship with humor; much 
like the movie showed in a 
satirical way. Anishinabe life 
demonstrates Respect, Truth, 
Bravery, Love, Humility, 
Honesty and Wisdom.”  

Delta Sociology Faculty 
member Dr. Colleen Wilson-
Rood and her students were 
also on hand to see the 
Sundance 1998 Film of the 
Year award winner.

“From my point of view it is 
absolutely vital for our students 
to learn, or at least be exposed 
to, the legacies and heritage 
of the indigenous people from 
North America, but more spe-
cifically Michigan and the Great 
Lakes Bay Region,” Rood said. 
“Further, I teach Sociology of 
Minority Groups, which is a 
required class for most criminal 

justice students at Delta. In this 
case, my job is to do my best to 
bring into the course ‘real life’ 
teachings to assist the students 
in building both knowledge 
and empathy in regard to those 
communities in which they 
will both have power within as 
well as protect.”

“The events held during 
Native American Heritage 
Month did not just ask students 
to learn about the local indig-
enous populations, but also pro-
vided interactive learning expe-
riences that are vital to building 
empathy, understanding and 
first-hand learning experiences 
into our student body's educa-
tional journey during their time 
at Delta College,” she said. “My 
students in particular showed 
their appreciation for the Talking 
Circle, especially the oral tradi-
tion and storytelling that took 
place. Many students expressed 
that the most important learning 
lessons during the event were 

Okima II David Perez and GTB Odawa Kwe Karen Lada 
prepare the Eagle Staff and Tribal Flag for the Delta College 

“Smoke Signals” film screening.

"delivered" through storytell-
ing. As a new faculty member 
at Delta, I can only hope that 
we continue to build bridges 
between our local and educa-
tional communities to further 
these learning experiences as 
well as continue to connect the 
teachings of the Anishnaabek to 
our Delta College community.”

Previous collaborative 
SCIT and Delta College efforts 
included an Oct. 21 field trip 
by Tribal Education representa-
tives, a Nov. 14 Talking Circle 
with AOVWS Warriors Okima 
I Mike Perez and Kent Jackson 
and Delta representatives 
whom joined the Candlelight 
Wolf Vigil on Nov. 14.

TribalCommunity
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The Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization Department and  
Sasiwaans Immersion School 
showcased their young stu-
dents singing Anishinabemowin 
Christmas songs for a community 
holiday event on Dec. 11, 2013. 
The Eagles Nest Tribal Gym was 
decorated by the ALRD staffers,  
the atmosphere with the capac-
ity crowd, and the Christmas pro-
gram performed by the Sasiwaans 
Biinoojins students was as festive 
as the spectacular stage decorations. 

Sasiwaans Administrative 
Assistant II Mary Shomin served as 
master of ceremonies for the event 
and was pleased with the turnout.

“The best part about the 
Sasiwaans programs we offer is 
the support we get from all the 
families in our Native community,” 
Shomin said. “When we talk about 

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Sasiwaans immersed in the holiday spirit with an Anishinabemowin Christmas
families in Anishinabe, we see 
parents, grandparents, aunties and 
uncles and all our cousins coming 
together to celebrate. With the lan-
guage being spoken along with the 
Ojibwe songs, it sure feels like a 
jiingtamok (powwow).”

Giveaways included Soaring 
Eagle Water Park and Hotel 
tickets to those Sasiwaans fami-
lies in attendance. 

ALRD Director Angela Mitchell 
said a special message that reflects 
the mission of their department.

“The original spoken language 
of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
community is in a critical state of 
loss. If action is not taken immedi-
ately, the language that was spoken 
for thousands of years will be lost 
forever,” Mitchell said. “The mis-
sion of the Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization Department is to 
bring Anishinabemowin back to 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
community and generate fluent 

first language speakers. 
Anishinabemowin is vital to 
the Tribal sovereignty and 
the survival of our people.”

After the students gave 
their holiday presentations 
and sang Ojibwe Christmas 
songs, Mitchell honored her 
fellow staff members.

A nest carved from 
stone was presented to all 
five staffers; Language 
Outreach Specialist Isabelle 

Osawamick and the four ALRD 
Primary Language Specialists Pat 
Osawamick, Margaret Flamand, 
Carol Bob and Danita Mandamin, 

A Cedar Feather was presented 
to the four Secondary Language 
Specialists Edward Trudeau, 
Yvette Pitawanakwat, Larry 
Kimewan and Dan Jackson. 

The following Apprentices and 
Temporary Workers were pre-
sented with Sweet Grass and Cedar 

medicine along with a Certificate of 
Recognition; Carrie Wemigwans, 
Carrie Heron Jacqueline Ortiz, 
Preston Chippeway, Angela 
Nieto, Nicole Nedwash, Jordain 
Pelcher, Summer Raphael, Nicole 
Chippewa and Tony Perry.

Mitchell concluded as all staff 
was recognized for their lan-
guage revitalization efforts and 
their dedication to Sasiwaans 
and work with Biinoojins.

Shomin made the clos-
ing remarks of behalf of the 
Sasiwaans Immersion School 
by saying miigwetch to all the 
“Sistah’s” who served a supper 
of chili, chicken noodle soup, fry 
bread and blanket dogs. 

“Chi-Miigwetch for parents 
and families for supporting the 
Sasiwaans students and keeping 
Anishinabemowin a living lan-
guage,” Shomin said.

TribalCommunity

Sasiwaans Immersion students 
join with the ALRD staff and 

parents on stage.

Monster Energy Supercross
Round/Date City/State 
5     Feb. 1 Anaheim, CA
6     Feb. 8 San Diego, CA
7     Feb. 15 Arlington, TX
8     Feb. 22 Atlanta, GA
9     March 1 Indianapolis, IN
10   March 8 Dayton, FL
11   March 15 Detroit, MI
12   March 22 Toronto, ON
13   March 29 St. Louis MO
14   April 5 Houston, TX
15   April 12 Seattle, WA
16   April 26 East Rutherford, NJ
17   May 3  Las Vegas, NV

Lucas Oil Pro Motocross
Round/Date City/State
1     May 24 San Bernardino, CA
2     May 31 Sacramento, CA
3     June 7 Lakewood, CO
4     June 14 Mt. Morris, PA
5     June 28 Blountville, TN
6     July 5 Buchanan, MI
7     July 12 Mechanicsville, MD
8     July 19 Millville, MN
9     July 26 Washougal, WA
10   Aug. 9 New Berlin, NY
11   Aug. 16 Crawfordsville, IN
12   Aug. 23 Tooele, UT

 “I’m really excited about the years to come,” 
Carmichael said about the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort and RCH partnership. 

2014 RCH Racing schedule
As the January Tribal Observer reported, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan has partnered with  
RCH Racing (Ricky Carmichael, Carey Hart Racing) 
as the Title Sponsor for the 2014-2016 Supercross 
and Motocross seasons. The 2014 Monster Energy 
Supercross kicked off on Saturday, Jan. 4 in Anaheim, 
Calif. All races will be broadcast live on Fox Sports One. 

SECR and principals of RCH Racing look forward to 
growing their partnership throughout the next three years. 

2410 S. Leaton Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
FREE DELIVERY • CALL 989.317.3700 • ORDER DEADLINE FEB. 

Frog Vase Hugger 
with Jolly Rancher 
Candy and  
a Balloon 12$ 99

Ceramic Mug with  
Hershey’s Kisses Candy 
and a Balloon

10$ 99

EACH

EACH

Gift Box with 
Hershey’s Kisses            
Candy and a Balloon 7$ 99

EACH

Wooden Crate with Tootsie 
Roll Candy and a Balloon

1299
EACH

$

Single Roses................ $3.99 
Add a Foil Balloon......... $1.50 
Add 2 Latex Balloons.... $2.00

Check out our Selection 
of Greeting Cards, 
Candles, Vases, 

and more! Delivery Service 

To Mt. Pleasant 

Tribal Depts.FREE
Valentine’s 

Day 

Teddy Bear with Hershey’s 
Kisses Candy  
and a Balloon 1399

EACH
$

“Because there  
  is no off-season.  
 Are you ready?””

Ultimate Outdoor 
SUPER SALE!!
February1-28!! • Ammo & Blackpowder 

• Firearms & Accessories 
• Archery Equipment 
• Hunting Bait 
• Camping Equipment 
• Clothing & More 

WINTER BLOWOUT!

2410 S. Leaton Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant

989.317.3701 

2428 S. Leaton Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant

989.775.5800

While 
Supplies 

Last

5537 S. Huron Rd. •  Pinconning, MI •  989.846.1809
EagleValleyOutfitters.com

GEAR 
UP FOR TURKEY!!

SEASON!!

7070 E. Broadway • Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 • Tel: 989.775.4223 • www.migiziedc.com

Mt. Pleasant 
Sagamok Shell

%30
All Winter Clothing

OFF %40OFF

NOW
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The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ances-
tors from storms 
and bad weather 
since the dawn of 
time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure 
not only through the 
hands of change and war, but upon our strongest 
enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam does 
not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide 
the souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 
Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com
*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 

sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .)

WIGWAM WISDOM

Dear WW: I can’t keep playing this tug of war 
between my spouse and her parents!  I am so lost and 
confused. I love my wife and her parents so why do 
I feel this way?  Here’s the problem, they are intru-
sive to say the least! They stop over unannounced, 
criticize our decorating, expect us to change our 
plans at the drop of a hat and every holiday MUST 
be with them! When I married my wife, I didn’t 
know her parents came with her. I don’t know how 
much more I can take! Overbearing In-Laws

Dear In-Laws: The only way to make a change is to 
change! This is a delicate matter because you never 
want to criticize your spouse’s parents. Be hon-
est with your spouse about your feelings without 
attacking them. She probably does not see things 
from your perspective. Her place is with you now 
because when she married you, she left her parents 
and started a NEW life – plain and simple. If she 
feels guilty or is having trouble, you could suggest 
counseling. If she is unwilling to go, then you go or 
better yet, go together.  

Dear WW: I am new to my neighborhood and am 
busy meeting all of my neighbors. I am beginning 
to see a pattern in one of the spouses. Whenever 
there is a get together, she ends up getting wasted. 
At the last barbecue, she was so mean and nasty 
her husband had to take her home. I am planning 
a birthday party for my husband but do NOT want 
to invite her. She will know there is a party as she 
lives right across the street. Knowing her, she will 
come over uninvited. Nasty Neighbor

Dear Neighbor: What you want and what will 
happen are two different things. She probably will 
show up and that is what you should plan on. I 
would suggest that you protect your family and be 
assertive by telling her she is unwelcome if she 
drinks. In doing so, you are actually helping her 
face the truth. More importantly, it sets a healthy 
boundary for you and your family; unfortunately, 
she’s probably heard it before. Regardless, don’t 
let unhealthy people pass your personal boundary.

Dear WW:  My ex-wife is a lying manipulator 
who is alienating my children from me! I’ll admit 
I wasn’t an angel during the marriage but she is 
using it against me to get back at me for divorcing 
her. She is very angry and bitter and can’t stand 
to see me happy and moving on. There is always 
constant drama with her and the kids. I feel like 
leaving the state just so I don’t have to deal with 
her. I will miss my kids but feel I need to take dras-
tic measures in order to save my relationship with 
them. I have a job offer two states away and need 
to make a decision soon. Drama Mama

Dear Drama: You might be able to leave physically 
but there are still phones, text messages, emails, 
voice mails and social media that can connect you. 
Your children may end up believing her if you aren’t 
there to show them otherwise. I would suggest stay-
ing near your children and dealing with the drama 
head on. Your local Friend of the Court might be 
able to help with classes on how to maintain a civil 
relationship after the divorce. If not, seek counsel-
ing. Your children will thank you for it one day!

Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995.

L ast  M onth’s  Winner:
John Chippewa

Motorcycle at Ziibiwing

Do You Know Where This Is? 
Answer the puzzle correctly 
by Feb. 14 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer.

Submit Answers To:
dcantu@sagchip.org
or call 989-775-4010

Anishinaabemowin
Word Search

Mno Zaa-gid-win Giizh-i-gad  
Happy Valentine’s Day 

g x c n b a z i g i m z a s d f g t y g

b s e f g h n j k l n b v c x z y u z p

a a p i j i g z a a g i n x a c v a w s

s q w r t y w q o d b y o a c v a x j q

h o p s d f i a g r h x g n m g b i v b

i g h j k l s z i f t i s r i e i n c z

g q o n m f g x m v g w q n x m z d x a

e w b h o d h s n o t b h o s s x e z a

n r v e p s j w e b g t n h m i v d q b

a t c s b a k e w u d c i g t n r j w t

m y x n v z l r k x h n n b r i f u s o

i p z a c x y f a t g b h g e g v y d o

n o o d e n d a m n h p y m w o b h e j

d c f n t i p v g m a k w e n m i n r i

w s x c g d e b r f v b g s y i p e f i

t g b a q z x g s w e d c i h i l w g n

n h a t y h g t v f r t g n g n k k h s

o z a a g i i d i w a g h i f o m o j h

q x s w e d c y v f r g y n d d x d t i

p a n e g m a k w e n m i n s n g n y n

Gma-kwen-min
Gme-si-nin
Gba-shi-gen-a-min
Gzaa-gin
Nba-zi-gim
Ndan-sehn
Ngwis
Ndo-kwen
Ndo-niim
Gzaa-gi-go
Gme-si-ni-go
Gma-kwen-mi-go
Aab-too Jiin-shin
Jiim-shin
Aa-pi-ji Gzaa-gin
Pa-ne Gma-kwen-min
Zaagi'idiwag
Zaagi 
Noo-den-dam
In'de

I'm thinking of you
I miss you
I like you
I love you
My sweetheart
My daughter
My son
My woman/wife
My man/husband
We love you
We miss you
We are thinking of you
Hug me
Kiss me
I love you very much
I always think of you
They love each other
Love
Flirt
My heart

Fun & Games

Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.,  Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m.   |   Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85
1105 S. Isabella Rd.  Mt. Pleasant        Hatsweb.org        989.775.0830        Email: info@hatsweb.org

Adopt a Pet

The Humane Animal Treatment Society of Isabella County 
houses homeless, abandoned and lost animals, located at 
1105 S. Isabella Rd. in Mt. Pleasant, Mich. Each month, 
the Tribal Observer will feature one dog and one cat avail-
able for adoption through HATS. 

The following is a list from the Humane Society 
of the United States website of four reasons to adopt 
through shelters:

1. You'll save a life: Sadly, about 2.7 million animals 
are euthanized each year in the United States because too 
many people give up their pets, and too few people adopt 
from shelters. Because the limited space at shelters, ani-
mals who have not been adopted are often euthanized. 

2. You'll get a healthy pet: Animal shelters are brimming 
with happy, healthy animals just waiting for a home. Most 
shelters examine and vaccinate animals when they arrive. 

3. You'll feel better: Not only do animals give you 
unconditional love, but they have been shown to be psy-
chologically, emotionally and physically beneficial. Caring 
for a companion animal can provide a sense of purpose and 
fulfillment and lessen feelings of loneliness and isolation in 
all age groups, and can also improve physical health.

4. You won't be supporting puppy mills and pet stores: 
Puppy mill dogs are housed in shockingly poor conditions 
with improper medical care, and the parents of the puppies 
are kept in cages to be bred for years, with little hope of ever 
joining a family. After they're no longer profitable, breeding 
dogs are killed, abandoned or sold at auction. 

Resource: http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/adopt/
tips/top_reasons_adopt.html

Benefits of adopting from the local animal shelter
NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor

Boone
A 2-year-old male, happy-
go-lucky Treeing Walker 
Coonhound who came to 
the shelter when his fam-
ily could no longer keep 
him. Boone is great with 
kids and gets along well with other dogs. Boone 
loves to play with toys, go for walks and be with 
people. If you’re looking for a fun, new member of 
the family, Boone is the dog for you!

Cashew
An 8-month-old male, Domestic 
Shorthair mix, a goofy, care-free 
affectionate boy is what you’ll find 
when coming to visit Cashew. A 
HATS veteran, Cashew has been 
at the shelter since he was 3 weeks 
old! He knows the ins and outs of the system, like how to 
get extra treats. He’s got the HATS staff wrapped around his 
paw, to say the least. Cashew’s favorite thing to do is nap, 
and not just anywhere; Cashew likes to nap with his head on 
the ground and his bottom up in the air. 
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SECR brings in the New Year with a night of fun and excitement
MATTHEW WRIGHT

Staff Writer

Observer photo by Matthew Wright

Celebrate love, as love comes in different forms
DAWN PEREZ

Contributing Writer

Happy Valentine’s Day! It’s nice 
that whoever was in charge of 
the calendar-making process 
decided we should celebrate 
love. I wonder what the thought 
process was way back when they 
first sat around the table thinking 
of which holidays to include in 
our nation’s calendar. 

I can see it now. Someone 
says, “Hey, let’s have a day when 
we acknowledge our loves.” 
He was probably, at the time, in 
love himself. I say “he” because 

at the time, I’m assuming it was 
a founding father of this country. 
I should research that little part 
of our history just so I know for 
sure. This got me feeling nos-
talgic. I thought back to my first 
loves and everything that comes 
with being in love. 

I remember the very first 
time my heart was broke. Yeah, 
he was a God-fearing man. I go 
back to the days when we would 
take long walks; I remember 
the sunny days like it were yes-
terday. He would hold my hand 
while we walked to our desti-
nation. Sometimes he let go of 

my hand if something caught 
his eye. We didn’t really talk 
too much on our walks because 
just being together was enough. 
I loved being in the woods. It 
was like an adventure every 
time. Come to think of it—
even though we were poor and 
didn’t have a whole lot, we 
were happy.

I still remember the day he 
left. My heart was in pieces. I 
could hardly speak his name 
without my voice breaking. I felt 
sick and I remember crying a 
lot. Sometimes I would go be by 
myself just so I could cry and let it 

out. I didn’t want anyone bugging 
me with their questions. 

I think I may have been trau-
matized that day because, to 
this day, I have this unfounded 
belief that the men in my life 
are going to leave me no matter 
what I do. I should probably go 
to counseling to address that. 

To this day, I still go and 
talk to my grandpa Simon at 
his gravesite. I tell him what 
I’m doing and tell him about 
my kids, which I’m sure he 
already knows.

Love takes many differ-
ent forms. You love your 

friends, your parents, your 
children, etc. I finally realized 
it is always there in your heart. 
Even through arguments, hard 
times and broken hearts—the 
love stays with you. A lot of 
time people don’t express it 
enough and it leaves the signifi-
cant others in your life wonder-
ing if you love them. 

My prayer to the Creator will 
be to remember to tell the peo-
ple in my life that I love them 
because none of us are promised 
tomorrow and I don’t want to 
cross over leaving behind words 
unspoken. BaaMaaPii.

The Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort hosted the New Year’s 
Eve Bash on Tuesday, Dec. 
31. As the last few hours of 
2013 wound down, guests were 
treated to a multitude of enter-
tainment options. 

DJ Skitzo, a nationally 
renowned disc jockey, ener-
gized the crowd with his skill on 
the turntables. With the constant 
stream of music, the dance floor 
was filled with people ready to 
dance the night away. 

The Bash also included the 
Soaring Eagle “Freakshow”, with 

performers ranging from jugglers, 
human statues, glass walkers, the 
grinder girl, contortionists, stilt 
walkers and even magicians. 

Guests were also able to get 
personalized caricatures drawn 
in their likeness. Vegas showgirls 
mingled amongst the crowd, and 
the stage featured go-go dance 
cages occupied by members of 
the Motor City Dance Team.

As the year 2014 approached 
that night, the sense of excite-
ment grew until an explosion of 
balloons and confetti rained down 
onto the dance floor. SECR once 
again provided the perfect oppor-
tunity for guests to celebrate the 
launch of a happy New Year.

A balloon drop and confetti explosion 
engulfed the dance floor.

DJ Skitzo drops the beats as guests cut 
loose on the dance floor.

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

TribalCommunity
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Youth LEAD and Ziibiwing sponsor second annual Daddy-Daughter Date Night
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

The Youth LEAD department 
and Ziibiwing proudly host 
their second annual Daddy-
Daughter Date Night on 
Wednesday, Feb. 12 from 6-8 
p.m. at the Ziibiwing Center.  

Youth and Family Recreational 
Specialist Consuelo J. Gonzalez 
mentions the event features 
music, dancing, finger food and 
prizes galore. Gonzalez is encour-
aging young ladies of all ages and 
their dads or other favorite escort 
to participate.  

“The first relationship that 
little girls form with a mem-
ber of the opposite sex is the 
one that they have with their 
father,” Gonzalez said. “This 
relationship is also one of the 
most influential and impor-
tant of a young girl’s life, as 

it often shapes the ones she 
builds with other boys and 
men as she ages.” 

The website Babysitting.
net offers ten reasons fathers 
should have date nights with 
their daughters:

1. To get to know them. 
Children change and evolve 
quickly; their interests and favor-
ite things can differ wildly from 
one day to the next. Keeping up 
with these rapid shifts can be 
difficult for fathers who aren’t 
actively participating in their 
daughters’ lives with regular one-
on-one time.

2. To keep up with events 
and developments. While the 
latest playground news or mall 
gossip might not be the most 
interesting thing for a father 
to listen to, it’s a great way to 
keep up with the things that 
matter in his daughter’s life. By 

listening to the little events and 
exciting moments, dads can 
help their daughters understand 
how valued they are.

3. Because they have sib-
lings. When little girls are 
forced to share their parents’ 
attention with their siblings, 
feelings of jealousy and rum-
blings of rivalry can begin. By 
making the effort to spend time 
with each child individually, 
fathers can make their daugh-
ters feel as if they are the center 
of the universe for a little while, 
which is something that every 
child needs from time to time.

4. Because they are only chil-
dren. Little girls without siblings 
may not ever fully understand the 
jealousy that comes with being 
forced to share Daddy’s attention, 
but they still need some just-the-
two-of-us time away from the 
distractions of everyday life.

5. To form positive ideas 
about men and relationships. 
The relationship a girl has with 
her father will lay the ground-
work for every relationship she 
has with men for the rest of her 
life. By taking the time to ensure 
that there’s a strong foundation; 
fathers can also ensure that their 
daughters never feel as if they 
need to seek validation from 
men that they feel they missed 
from their father as they move 
into adulthood.

6. To give mom a break. 
When it comes to parenting 
girls, mothers often bear the 
brunt of training a little girl 
to be a strong woman, while 

fathers are free to dote on them 
a bit more. By taking girls on 
outings, fathers can give Mom 
a much needed break while 
also boosting his daughter’s 
self-esteem

7. Starting a tradition. By 
beginning a tradition of spend-
ing time together and talking 
openly during a girl’s formative 
years, dads are actually invest-
ing in the future. Establishing 
a line of communication dur-
ing childhood can help teenage 
girls feel comfortable talking 
about the pressures and chal-
lenges they face as they grow 
older; building this relationship 
after a certain age is signifi-
cantly more difficult than it is 
when girls are small.

8. Because dad works out-
side the home. Fathers who 
work long hours outside the 
home may not return until late 
in the evening on work nights, 
leaving little time for bond-
ing during the week. By set-
ting aside a block of time spe-
cifically to be spent with their 

daughters on days off, dads 
can maintain an active pres-
ence in their lives.

9. Because dads need love, 
too. As much as little girls need 
to feel loved and valued by their 
fathers, dads crave affection and 
camaraderie with their daughters 
too. Though date night is a strong 
investment in a girl’s future, it 
offers immediate rewards for 
dads who need to know that 
they’re still the most important 
man in their daughter’s life.

10. To bond over a shared 
interest. During the course of 
their outings, dads and daughters 
are likely to discover that they 
have at least one common inter-
est. By spending time pursuing 
these hobbies together, fathers 
and daughters are also creating a 
bond that will last a lifetime.

The pre-event cost is $20 per 
couple and $5 per extra guest. 
The cost at the door on Feb. 12 
is $25 per couple and $10 per 
guest. For more information, call 
Consuelo and the LEAD depart-
ment at 989-775-4115.

SCA students sing their hearts out during the 2013 Winter Program
NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor

As emcees for the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy Winter 
Program, Aaron Chivis and 
Melissa Montoya, appeared 
on stage at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort 
Entertainment Hall on 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, they men-
tioned things would be “toned 
down” this year to show off 
the Anishinaabe way.

“We want to show the way 
we used to do things and 
the way we still do things,” 
Chivis said. “We want to 
show students we still have a 
thriving lifestyle.” 

Students in pre-K through 
sixth grade sang songs in 
Anishinaabemowin, wigwams 
with billows of smoke sat on 
the stage, poster-sized, illus-
trated Eagle feathers hung on 
the sides of the stage; all to 
show the Anishinaabe way. 

The Christmas songs 
including, “We Wish You A 
Merry Christmas”, “Jingle 
Bells”, “Santa Claus Is Coming 
To Town” and “Frosty the 
Snowman” were sung. Some 
mixed Ojibwe with English, 
others performed the entire 
song in Anishinaabemowin. 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” was even rapped 
by First Grade Teacher 
Alexis Ervin.

Emcees Melissa Montoya and Aaron Chivis did a great job 
keeping the audience entertained in between performances.

With the SECR stage decorated in snowflakes and an inspirational message, each 
student sang their heart out to show off for their families and friends.  

Students and staff began 
preparing for this pro-
gram at the beginning of 
November. The Anishinaabe 
Bimaadiziwin, or Healthy 
Life teachers Chivis, Nathan 
Isaac, Joe Syrette, Cecilia 
Henry, Matthew Sprague and 
Elizabeth Shaw helped make 
this event possible.

The teachers and their assis-
tants practice the language 
and songs with their students. 
The AB Teachers and the 
Culture Professional Learning 
Community group began meet-
ing with Principal Marcella 
Mosqueda during October to 
prepare for this event. 

“The AB teachers worked 
hard on the props and set up 
for the event,” Mosqueda 
said. “They stayed till 9 p.m. 
last night (the night before) to 
assure that everything was run-
ning properly. The remainder 
of the staff assists when and 
where they are needed. It takes 
a lot of time and effort to make 
this program happen. It is well 
worth it once you see the stu-
dents on the stage performing.” 

Bridget Fairchild and Paul 
Reuckert, SCA cooks, baked 
delicious cookies for attendees. 

The SCA Winter Program 
has been going on for 
about 10 years.

“Within the last three 
years, SCA has incorporated 
more culture and language,” 
Mosqueda said. 

Also incorporated, were 
trivia and prizes in between 
performances. Montoya 
advised audience winners to 
choose prizes wisely, “The 
Price is Right” style, as they 
ranged from iTunes gift 
cards, watches to duct tape, 
dog food and Twinkies. 

It was a night for proud fami-
lies to gather and watch their 
children perform Christmas 
songs. Students shined on stage, 
showing off Anishinaabemowin 
words they had learned so far. 

Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck

• Tattoo Removal
• Scar Improvement
• Wrinkle Reduction
• Hair Removal 

• Facial Rejuvenation
• Microdermabrasion
• Botox
• Unwanted Vein Removal

Cosmetic Laser Procedures

Christian Allan, MD, PC

MidMichiganLaser.com     989.772.1213

TribalCommunity



Tribal Observer | February 1, 2014
Page 14 | Midaaswi-shi-niiwin

Let us get right to the heart 
of the matter…as the Sacred 
Fire burned for Brother Daryle 
Jackson, the winter sun of a new 
year shined down on the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy Teaching 
Lodge. Is it just coincidence or is 
there a reason sunlight through a 
square opening projected a heart 
of the northern door of the lodge?

Mide’ Elder and Tribal 
Chief Steve Pego, Saginaw 
Ojibwe Mshiikenh Dodem 
(Turtle Clan) believes there is 
a message from the heart.

“That is pretty awesome and 
there are things that our Creator 

will show us,” Chief Pego said. 
“It reminds me of the four gifts 
the Creator gave us; Spirit name, 
Anishinabemowin, Love of 
Heart and Free Will. The Love 
of Heart is what the firekeepers 
are doing for this family that’s 
bereaving at this time.” 

Chief Pego offered his heart-
felt miigwetch to those fire-
keepers who are living “mino 
biimaadziwin” (a good life).   

Joshua Leake and his brother 
Jeremy Card were joined by his 
uncle Andrew Steele and his 
son. Men’s Society members 
Bert Hunt and Craig Benz also 
tended the Spirit Fire.

SCA Anishnaabe Bimaadziwin 
Teacher Nathan Isaac, 

Aamjiwnaang First 
Nation, Mshiikenh 
Dodem (Turtle 
Clan) shared a story 
of his grandpa at 
the SCA Story 
Telling Night in 
December.  

“The story 
talked about 
receiving signs,” 
Isaac said. “While 
using semaa or 
just thoughts and 
words, we ask for 
help or answers.  It 
seems like a lot of 
us always expect 

to see something as profound 
as a soaring Eagle to bring the 
message. For some, maybe that 
happens every day. Usually life 
provides much smaller blessings 
and if you aren't looking in the 
right place, you'll miss the sim-
ple gesture that tells you every-
thing is going to be alright."      

SCA AB Teacher Joe Syrette, 
Batchewana First Nation, 
Chijaak Dodem (Crane Clan) 
believes that this is a sign to our 
community members who are 
suffering from pain, loss, identity 
and the loss of any morals or val-
ues with family or themselves.  

“This is a true sign from the 
Creator, letting us know that He 
and our ancestors are with us 
every day and everywhere we 
go,” Syrette said.  “Even though 
we may not see them, hear them 
or feel them, they are there 
watching over us. In our lan-
guage, we say ‘Ningwaamazin’ 
or be determined at everything 
you do in life.”

Chief Pego presided over the 
Jan. 4 funeral honoring the life 
of Brother Daryle Curtis Jackson 
and was assisted by fellow Pipe 
Carrier Brian Matreous, Mukwa 
Dodem (Bear Clan). The Water 
Ceremony was provided by Mae 
Pego, Ndahnis Pego and Beatrice 
Jackson (Menase’ Kwe). Water 
was shared with the family and 

friends along with the heart ber-
ries, strawberries. A strawberry 
basket was provided by the fam-
ily and food was put in for Brother 
Daryle’s Spirit Journey.

“Andrew Steele told me the 
light of the heart of the lodge 
made him feel that his brother’s 
spirit was appreciating the fire 
and encouraged the firekeepers to 
keep going,” Behavioral Health 
Helping Healer Beatrice Jackson 
said. “To Midewewin people, that 
word means the way of the heart. 

The infinite love our Creator has 
for us was evident with the 
shining light of the heart upon 
the south side of the lodge. It 
meant the people were being 
blessed, that family during that 
most difficult time of letting go 
was being blessed and encour-
aged to continue.”

The heart of the matter was 
the winter sun of a new year 
giving our community a mes-
sage… let us strive to follow 
our heart.

The heart of the matter: Sun shines on the SCA Lodge
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

The winter afternoon sun on New Year’s 
Day projected a heart-shaped message 
for the community at the northern door 

of the SCA Teaching Lodge.

Horseback healing journey for the “38 + 2” Dakota warriors 

The Dakota War of 1862, also 
known as the Sioux Uprising, 
ended with the largest mass execu-
tion in the history of this country. 

On Dec. 26, 2013, Dakota 
Warriors rode 330 miles 
on horseback. They rode 
from Lower Brule, S.D. to 
Remembrance Park in Mankato, 
Minn., the hanging site where 
“38 + 2” warriors were hanged. 
President Abraham Lincoln 
signed the emancipation procla-
mation freeing the slaves, and on 
the day after Christmas on Dec. 
26, 1862, he ordered the hanging 
of the 38 Dakota Warriors. Two 
days later, two more warriors 
were hanged, “38 + 2”. 

Jim Miller, a descendent of 
one of the men hanged, had a 
dream of reconciliation and heal-
ing between the descendants of 
those hung and the settlers killed 

during the war. Miller’s dream 
was to honor the memory of the 
men who died at the Mankato 
site by riding on horseback from 
Brule to the hanging site. 

“We can’t blame the wasi-
chus anymore,” Miller said in 
the movie, “Dakota 38”. “We’re 
doing it to ourselves. We’re sell-
ing drugs. We are killing our 
own people. This is what this 
ride is about, healing.”

Miller remembered Chief 
Sitting Bull returning from 
Canada to his homeland, and the 
military shooting his horse and 

the horses of the other 
warriors. Miller wanted 
his horse, Shunka 
Wakan, to regain honor 
and prominence. 

I was invited to join 
this commemorating 
horseback ride by my 
nephew, Matt Goertz, 
from Flandreau, S.D. 
He was previously 
involved in this ride, 
and more than four 
years ago he sent me 
a link to the movie, 
“Dakota 38”. I thought 
about this movie for 
the next four years. 

“Dakota 38” is available for 
viewing on YouTube.

Somehow this Christmas 
I could not think about buy-
ing presents or lighting up 
a Christmas tree. Snowbird 
Singers sang at the Unity 
Program and all I could 
think about was traveling to 
Mankato. I asked myself what 
the riders would need.

I knew they needed food 
and cedar, a medicine so rare 
for the Dakotas. I cleaned 60 
pounds of white cedar, enough 
for the sacred fire and enough 
for every man, woman and 
child traveling on horseback. 
Each would have a small bag 
of cedar from Michigan. 

I thought of the children; 
some traveling with parents, 
some riding small distances, 
some the first time away from 
their homes and no time for 
Christmas. So I shopped for 
them at the dollar stores and got 
38 plastic horses and painted 
them with Indian designs using 
acrylic paint. I wanted enough 
for all of the little children. I 
also bought 10 large smoked 
whitefish from Gustafson's 
Smoked Fish in Brevort, Mich. 
for the victory feast.

The people of the commu-
nity on the route supplied foods 
in various church locations and 
ranchers took care of the needs 
of the horses. Families stayed 
in various hotels along the way. 
Many were given warm hats, 
mittens and clothing for their 
ride; during the ride, the tem-
perature was below zero. 

The riders were of all ages. 
One young father even brought 
his 4-day-old baby bundled in a 
warm blanket. 

Chief Arvol Looking Horse, 
the 19th generation keeper of 
the sacred Buffalo Calf Pipe and 
spiritual advisor to the Dakota 
38 Riders counseled the riders. 
There were many spiritual lead-
ers and sun dancers involved 
with this ride. Tobacco offer-
ings were given to the riders at 
the beginning of their 
journey and an eagle 
staff carrier had the 
responsibility of car-
ing for the staff and 
the people. It is very 
important for this 
sacred memorial ride 
to always think about 
the healing and recon-
ciliation taking place. 

It was wonderful 
being present and to 
be part of the final sage 
smudge for the riders, 

The Dakota Riders’ journey took them more than 300 miles 
from Lower Brule, S.D. to Mankato, Minn.

Jackson pictured with spiritual 
leader Arvol Looking Horse, the 

19th generation carrier of the 
Buffalo Calf Pipe. 

Jackson bought horses and hand-
painted them with Indian designs 

for the children. 

community and Tribal nations.  
Why did I do this? To give honor 
and respect for the Dakota 38 
Riders memorial, and to also let 
them know we, in Michigan, also 
care and offer our prayers. 

Please keep these people in 
your prayers as they are gath-
ering to plan their next ride, 
“One Nation, One Voice, One 
Prayer” to be held on June 25 to 
Sept. 15, 2014 from Oregon to 
Washington D.C.  

Michigan cedar was 
placed around the Sacred 

Fire in Mankato, Minn. 

BEATRICE JACKSON
Contributing Writer

Image courtesy of the Dakota 38 + 2 website
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5665 E. Pickard Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Reservations: 1.877.2EAGLE2 • Direct: 989.817.4800 
www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com

Did your school day get 
cancelled due to weather?  

 If the road conditions allow… 
Why not treat the kids 

to a waterpark day?

Note: Any Snow Day passes may be redeemed Monday - Friday when your school is cancelled—based on 
waterpark operational hours and day pass availability at the time of booking. We recommend calling in 

advance for availability. SNOW DAY PASS coupons are not available for use during regular School Holidays, 
breaks, or in service dates, or in conjunctions with other offers or discounts, and may be restricted during 
high demand dates at the hotel or waterpark, subject to management discretion. Must present coupon 

                                                                                                                          Expires 3/1/2014               Post to 2001

It’s always summer and 84 degrees!

Please present this coupon 
at the front desk. 

NBAKADE FAMILY RESTAURANT
989.817.4806
The Nbakade “Im hungry” restaurant is a family friendly environment and offers a 
private dining option in our “Eagle’s View” room or golf-side dining on the veranda. 
We offer live entertainment and weekend breakfast buffets.

We are open to the public 7 days a week, call in advance for group 
reservations or carry-out.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES!

1. WAVE PARTY...$125*

2. SPLASH & PLAY...$150*

3. SOARING EAGLE 
     WATERPARK SPECIAL...$175*

Call or visit our 
website today for 

more details!

*Not including additional package options

February 2
SUPERBOWL SUNDAY! 
February 14
Acoustic Set- Ben Schuller, Nbakade Lounge, 9pm-11pm
February 28
Acoustic set- Hannah Rae Beale, Nbakade Lounge, 9pm-11pm

Gizi

Standard Room
Monday-Thursday

*$7999
*$79.99 Monday-Thursday, per night, standard room and includes 4 waterpark 
passes. Tax, resort fee, room upgrades, or additional guests are not included. 
Management reserves the right to modify or cancel this promotion at any time. 
Some restrictions may apply. Valid February 3 - May 22, 2014.

*Includes 4 
  waterpark passes!

Like us on Facebook 
to receive 

extra specials!

Calendar of Events

*For Couples:
•	 Standard King Room
•	 Two Waterpark Passes
•	 Box of Chocolates
•	 Buy One Get One Entrée at Nbakade Restaurant

   Available February 7, 14, 21, and 28 only!
FA M I LY  R E S TAU R ANT

$129*

•	 Breakfast (Sat. & Sun.)
            $10.95/Adult  $5.95/Kids (Ages 12-3) (2 and under FREE)

Come enjoy our weekend nightly dinner and daily breakfast buffets!

•	 Dinner (Fri. & Sat.) 
$12.95/Adult  $6.50/Kids (Ages 12-5) (4 and under FREE) NEW!

The Mt. Pleasant Sagamok Shell 
now carries

NBAKADE EXPRESS SUBS!
Grab yours on the go today!
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Vowles

McGuire Fancher 

Ganiard

Saginaw Chippewa Academy

The following students earned per-
fect attendance for December: Skylar 
Leaureaux, Giizhig Martell, Shenanrose 
Pontiac, John Stevens, Makayla Stevens, 
Mgizi Wemigwans, Phoebe Defeyter, Katie 
Green, Charles Isham, Caleb Kequom, 
James Montoya-Pego, Guadalupe Pelcher-
Arias, Hazen Shinos, Aliana Seybert, 
Carlos Sanders, Racheal Roberts, Marisa 
Bennett, Taylor Burton, Azaryah Dye, 
Lucas Dye, Julian Flory, Walker Jackson-
Pelcher, Jade Leaureaux, Katheryn Pierce, 
Treber Fallis and Chloe Wemigwans.

The following students earned perfect 
attendance for December: Aysia Mena-
Isham, Jenna Rios, Mollie Smith-Rodriguez, 
David Culhane and Makayla Jackson.

The following students earned per-
fect attendance for December: Konner 
Hilleger, Isaiah Otto-Powers, Gabriela 
Escabedo, Tehya Flores, Darien Haggard, 
Foster Hoorman, Meisha Raphael, Paul 
Rueckert, Caedynce Bailey, Zoey Haggard, 
Kaylie Sprague, Hudson Yager, Damion 
Haggard, Elisha Hoorman, Matthew 
Jackson, Anthony Mark, Elijah Otto-
Powers and Alek Welch.

The following students earned per-
fect attendance for December: Aolani 
Gibbs, Aviana Gomez, Evelyn Kripa, 
Zamiah Marshall, Mariana Mays, Arianna 
Altiman, Konin Kripa, Anissa Quiroga 
and Gloria Altiman.

The following students earned perfect atten-
dance for December: Dylan Bennett, Meadow 
David, Adriana Paul, Robert Saunders, Alex 
Taylor, Brandon Wemigwans, Tawny Jackson, 
Raymond Pelcher, Kiyenn Pilar, DaShawn 
Rueckert, Felicia Saunders, Josh Wemigwans, 
Lindsay Paul, Kenneth Wemigwans, Thalia 
Bennett, Lars George, Thomas Henry, Matthew 
Quaderer, Carissa Sanders, Robbie Pamp-
Ettinger, Alex Grice, Red Arrow LaLonde, 
Gracie David, Carmela Negrete and Jayden 
Pelcher-Schout. 

The following students turned in all home-
work for December: Riana Chippeway, 
Meadow David, Anita Pelcher, Robert 
Saunders, Josclynn Shaw, Alex Taylor, Alexis 
Trepanier, Shelayna, Collins-Pelcher, Tawny 
Jackson, RJ Miller, Raymond Pelcher, Thomas 
Pelcher, Felicia Saunders, Ahsiniis Smith, 
Alexis Taylor, Isaiah Leaureaux, Ariel Hinmon, 
Annie Lada, Layla Paul, Floyd Sehl, Thalia 
Bennett, Chelsea Pelcher, Adam Saboo, Sara 
Saunders, Christopher Spencer-Ruiz, Liberty 
Morland, Matthew Quaderer, Frankie Sheahan, 
Treazure Jones, Toby Pamp, Ariah Mandoka, 
Carissa Sanders, Alex Grice, Gracie David, 
Matthew Stewart, Red Arrow LaLonde, Jayden 
Pelcher-Schout and Charles Trepanier.

Afterschool homework lab is now offered in the Native American Office at 
Mount Pleasant High School. Raymond Shenoskey, the Empowerment aide will 
be available Monday thru Friday afterschool until 4 p.m. Please encourage your 
student to attend for additional help with homework and studying. 
 

Please call (989) 775-2200 ext. 20125 for more information.  

Homework LabMPHS

SCA First Grade Teacher Ervin receives “Educator of the Month” honors 
CHRISTINA HALLIWILL

Contributing Writer

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
Adult Education • Class Schedule

Monday & Wednesday
Social Studies  |  9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Language Arts  |  10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Math  |  12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Science  |  2:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.  
Open**  |  4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
  

Tuesday & Thursday
Social Studies  |  11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Language Arts  |  12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Math  |  2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Science  |  4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Open**  |  6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
  

Friday
Open**  |  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Language Arts & Math  |  12 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Open**  |  3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Contact Lori Vincent:

Aabizikaawin Adult Education
7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989.775.4465
LVincent@sagchip.org

**Individualized instruction, tutoring, 
academic counseling, etc. **GED prep, 
high school completion, credit recovery, etc.

Tribal Education Administration would 
like to take this opportunity to showcase 
the shining stars in our department! We 
are proud of each and every team mem-
ber within our department and think the 
community should know about you!  

Congratulations to Alexis Ervin, our 
Educator of the Month! Ervin is a 
First Grade Teacher at the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy. 

How long have you worked for 
the Education Department?  I started 
working at the school on Nov. 4, 2013.

What is your favorite part of 
working in this department? My 
favorite part of working in this depart-
ment is the staff and students. It is nice 
to enter a workplace where everyone 
has a smile on their face.

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? A student 
shared with me that she was happy I 
was here at SCA. I responded to the 
student, “miishin naanan” (give me 
five). The student raised her hand. I 
was puzzled then she said, “You may 
want to say miigwetch (thank you)."  

When you were younger, what did 
you want to be when you grew up?  I 
wanted to be the first African-American 
woman on the Supreme Court.

Please tell us something people may 
not know about you.  I danced on staged 
with Richard Simmons during his show. 

Do you have any hobbies or special 
talents?  I enjoy shopping, reading, mov-
ies, motivating others, dancing, cooking, 
traveling and church activities. 

What is your favorite movie?  One of 
my favorite movies is “Legally Blonde”. 

What is your favorite food?  Lobster 
and shrimp!

Miigwetch to Alexis Ervin for being 
such an integral part of our Education team!

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

SCA First Grade Teacher Alexis Ervin accepts her award. (Pictured left to right: 
SCA Principal Marcella Mosqueda, Tribal Education Director Melissa Montoya, 

Ervin and Tribal Education Administrative Assistant II Christina Halliwill.) 
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Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 
Student Resource Center

OPEN FOR 
TUTORING!

Monday - Thursday
9  a.m. to 8 p.m.
989-775-4123     www.sagchip.edu 

You’re Invited!

Tutors will be available for all subjects!
*Tutoring is also available upon individual request 

SCTC Valentine’s

 Family Craft Night
February 6, 2014
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

SCTC West Building
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Make your own valentine’s day cards      
  for your loved ones!

Make valentine’s for school!

Paint a LOVE picture frame & 
  take picture to insert!
     (perfect for child valentine’s memento)

A hearty soup supper provided!

To RSVP or for more
information call

Mary Pelcher
at 989-775-4123

or email at 
mpelcher@sagchip.org

RSVP by 2/4/2014 and 
receive a recordable
postcard to make an

Anishnabemowin
sound valentine for that 

special someone. 

Craft Supplies
 Provided!!!

Look!!!

All Families

Welcome!

SCTC plans ahead for new National Institute of Food and Agriculture grant

February is one of the coldest 
months of the year for Michigan. 
It seems this year the tempera-
tures have been unseasonably 
cold. It is a perfect time to plan 
for the coming year.

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College Extension office is at an 
important juncture in the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture 
granting process. The Extension 
office is funded through NIFA. 
As a Land Grant Tribal College, 
SCTC is eligible for these NIFA 
funds. On Aug. 31, 2014 the cur-
rent four-grant cycle that funds 
the SCTC Extension office and 

MARY PELCHER
Contributing Writer

programs will expire. As such, 
a new four-year grant cycle will 
begin on Sept. 1, 2014.

It is now in this snowy, 
cold, indoor time of the year 

the planning is happening for 
this new NIFA grant cycle. 
An application will be sent to 
Grants.gov sometime in the 
next few months. 

The vision for the Extension 
office is: “SCTC Extension will 
enrich the lives of American 
Indian families with an active 
outreach program designed 
to encourage tribal families 
to explore new opportunities, 
exchange ideas and excel in 
healthy attitudes.”  

The focus of the objectives for 
the Extension office has been on 
family and consumer sciences, 
and youth development.

In 2014, the SCTC 
Extension office had a very 

active outreach program. In 
collaboration with the SCTC 
Recruiter and often other 
departments the Extension 
office has met with approxi-
mately 395 students to pres-
ent information on leadership, 
graduation, note-taking and 
teamwork. There have been 
workshops held on cooking, 
sewing and health, reaching 
approximately 200 adults. 

SCTC sponsored booths at 
events such as the SCIT Block 
Party, the Pink Heals Fire Truck 
and SCTC Open House where 
more than 250 people attended. 
The Elder’s Herb Garden is one 
garden initiative that SCTC 
Extension is very proud of, 
Elders and community members 
were able to benefit from fresh 
herbs used to season their meals 
at Andahwod. In all, the SCTC 
Extension office was able to 
enrich the lives of more than 1,000 
community members in 2013, the 
vision was accomplished.

SCTC Extension is look-
ing forward to another great 
year. The current grant will be 
completed, a new grant cycle 
will begin and SCTC will again 
strive to complete the vision of 
the Extension Program. 

Spring 2014 Student Success Forums
The following dates and times are available:

Tuesday, Jan. 21  |  11:30 a.m - 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 24  |  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  |  Michael McAuthur/STEP
Monday, Jan. 27  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  |  Mary Pelcher
Tuesday, Jan. 28  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:30  |  Louanna Bruner/Career opportunities
Wednesday, Jan. 29  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 11  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  |  Mary Pelcher
Wednesday, Feb. 12  |   11 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 13  |  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  |  Michael McAuthor/STEP
Monday, Feb. 17  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 18  |  2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  |  Louanna Bruner/Career opportunities
Monday, March 3  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday, March 4  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 5  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Thursday, March 20  |  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  |  Michael McAuthor/STEP
Monday, March 24  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  |  Jenna Wilcox/Making Baby Moccasins
Tuesday, March 25  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  |  Mary Pelcher
Wednesday, March 26  |  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  |  Rosanna Romero/Higher Education
Wednesday, April 9  |  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  |  Manny Maddox/U.S. Coast Guard
Thursday, April 10  |  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  |  Michael McAuthor/STEP
Monday, April 14  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday, April 15  |  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  |  Mary Pelcher
Monday, April 21  |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday, April 22  |  2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  |  Jenna Wilcox/Making baby moccasins
Wednesday, April 23  |  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  |  Jessica Simon/Ferris State
Monday, April 28  |  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  |  Chair Massages (Tentative)
Tuesday, April 29  |  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  |  Chair Massages (Tentative)
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An herb garden was 
planted at Andahwod for 
use in the Elder and com-

munity meals.

 Participants learned the nutritional value of pizza.

A ribbon shirt using the 
sacred colors was sewn dur-
ing the Ribbon Shirt Drop-In.

The community was invited to decorate hats in 
honor of the Pink Heals Fire Truck visit.

SCTC invites you to com-
ment on or make suggestions 
regarding the SCTC Extension 
office and the programs and 
activities that are offered. To 
comment, please email Mary 
Pelcher at mpelcher@sagchip.
org. The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College is committed 
to serve the Isabella Indian 
Reservation community.  

Photos courtesy of SCTC
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The Ziibiwing Cultural Society Board of Directors needs to 
fill a 2-year term vacancy. Please submit a letter of interest 
and resume to:

Shannon Martin
6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858
or email smartin@sagchip.org

Let's talk about truancy. It 
seems to be of little impor-
tance and not really seen as 
a problem in our community, 
however, I would beg to dif-
fer. It's been a lingering prob-
lem that not many people 
seem to be concerned with, 
but I'm going to tell you why 
you should be concerned, 
even if it's not your own child. 

Not just parents but, grand-
mas, grandpas, aunts and 
uncles should also be watch-
ing to make sure the children 
in their families are not falling 
into the vicious cycle that could 
start with skipping school a 
few days here and there or just 
because they don't want to go. 

First of all, it's illegal and 
it's called truancy. Parents and 
children alike can be prose-
cuted in Tribal and State Court 
depending on jurisdiction. 
Secondly, studies have shown 
truant youth are more likely to 
engage in substance use. Why? 

Most likely because the less 
time spent in school, the more 
time they spend with friends, 
leading to the escalation of 
substance use. As if we don't 
already have enough risk fac-
tors for substance use as Indian 
people, we add another by not 
holding our kids accountable 
for attendance. Let's tear down 
that brick wall of risk factors 
brick-by-brick and not set 
them up for failure. 

Especially since the lack 
of adult authority figures, 
combined with the exposure 

to delinquent peers may 
instigate delinquent behav-
iors and make delinquent acts 
such as substance use easier 
to carry out. What does this 
mean to us? 

Small changes in our norms 
and the status quo can help 
significantly. Changing the 
risk factors for our children is 
something we can do on our 
own. I would think every sin-
gle child on our reservation 
is considered "at risk" just by 
being Indian. The statistics 
are staggering and really set 
up against us. It's like running 
into a brick wall over and 
over until we just give up and 
remain content with compla-
cency. If we can change the 
risk factors, we might just get 
a little boost over that brick 
wall instead of running into it 
over and over again. 

You don't have to be col-
lege educated to raise a 
college-bound child. All 
we have to do is hold them 
accountable and support 
them. Easier said than done, 
right? Of course it is, but it's 
not impossible, starting with 
school attendance. 

It's not acceptable for a 
child to stay home just because 
he doesn't want to get up in 
the morning. Missing school 
sets them up for failure even 
for legitimate reasons such as 
illness or the death of a family 
member. No matter the rea-
son, they'll have to learn on 
their own what they missed. 
As parents, we can help them 
by tutoring or teaching them 
how to ask for help. 

Since so many of us are 
already disenfranchised from 

things like school and any-
thing outside our comfort 
zone, it's hard enough for us 
to ask for help when we're 
present, let alone days after 
the assignment. I didn't learn 
how to ask for help until col-
lege, and then I looked back 
and thought, "Wow! All this 
time, that's all I had to do?" 

Imagine my surprise at the 
improvement in my grades 
alone at this epiphany. I'm not 
sure why I didn’t feel worthy 
enough to ask any questions. 
Maybe I didn't want to dis-
rupt the class, maybe I didn't 
think I deserved extra time, 
or maybe I just didn't want 
to feel stupid. Nevertheless, 
I figured it out and it helped 
me tremendously in my edu-
cation, career and life. This 
is something we need to start 
teaching our kids because 
they deserve the help they 
need; not doing so creates 
another risk factor that we 
don't need to define us. 

Missing school takes away 
from time spent with peers 
and teachers which enhances 
social skills. Not allowing our 
kids to miss school teaches 
them accountability, responsi-
bility and they are more likely 
to participate in sports and 
other extra-curricular activi-
ties. Allowing absenteeism 
takes away from them and 
their opportunities. 

Recently, discussions have 
become more about the his-
torical trauma that has nega-
tively impacted every single 

one of us one way or another, 
specifically boarding schools 
and coincidentally having to 
do with education. Talking 
about it helps because it 
brings healing and the abil-
ity to move past it. We are 
at that point now. It's time 
for healing, forgiveness and 
most importantly, the ability 
to move forward. We should 
never forget the past and the 
lessons that we can learn 
from them. 

Our ancestors were stolen 
from their homes and fami-
lies and robbed of their cul-
ture and language. They were 
abused mentally, physically 
and sometimes sexually. 
They didn't learn parent-
ing from their relatives who 
loved them; they learned it 
from a cruel institution with-
out much nurturing. 

Some people don't want to 
talk about it or believe it but 
it is true, and the best thing 
about it is it shows we are 
resilient people and we are 
still here surviving and more 
importantly, learning how to 
thrive. Re-learning our cul-
ture, language, healthy par-
enting, how to love and show 
affection to our kids has taken 
generations to overcome and, 
in the meantime, we've lost 
a lot but it will not always 
define us. We've come such a 
long way and moving forward 
seems to be the next natural 
progression for us. 

The issues I’ve discussed 
seem so obvious and almost 

GUADALUPE GONZALEZ
Youth LEAD 

Diversion Manager

Becoming informed on the lingering problem of truancy 
insulting of the simplicity if 
taken in the wrong context. 
Please remember that all I'm 
trying to do is enlighten a 
few minds. I didn't write this 
to point a finger at one single 
person but for all of us to 
step up to the plate and get 
involved with our kids. 

As a community, we are 
all responsible for the rais-
ing of our children, not just 
the birth parents. Parenting 
comes from entire families 
and communities. There's an 
old saying that says, "It takes 
a village to raise a child," I 
believe that to be especially 
true in Indian Country.

The Youth LEAD team will 
be focusing on challenging 
the risk factors, including tru-
ancy, hindering our children’s 
ability to succeed. 

If someone you know is 
falling into the truancy trap, 
or some other type of destruc-
tive behavior, speak up, 
lend a hand or ask for help. 
Mentor, tutor or spend some 
time with them, do whatever 
you can to help. You can also 
refer them to any of us at the 
Youth LEAD department to 
help guide them to a more 
positive path. 

There are often times, 
events and activities they 
can be participating in to 
keep them occupied and sur-
rounded by positive people 
and lifestyles. Next time you 
see a young family member 
struggling, remember that "it 
takes a village" and step up.

ESTHER HELMS
Contributing Writer

Nineteen complete Performance Circle program with ceremony at Broadway Theater

Nineteen youngsters received 
completion certificates for 
their participation in the lat-
est Performance Circle pro-
gram session that ran from 
September to December 2013 
and concluded in a perfor-
mance and graduation on Dec. 
17 at the Broadway Theater in 
downtown Mt. Pleasant, Mich.

This ongoing program 
graduates a class in May and 
December of each year and is 
open to ages 3-16 for a nominal 
fee. Instruction is available for 
both beginning and experienced 
dancers within its age group. 

The mission of the perfor-
mance is the promotion and 
enhancement of the child’s self-
image and preparation of the 
youth as leaders in a multicul-
tural society using the traditional 
Anishinabe arts of storytelling, 

dance, music and the language. 
Dance instructors for this ses-

sion of the program were Renata 
Borton, Raymond Cadotte, 
Zachary Jackson and Judy Pump. 
Language instruction was pro-
vided by Isabelle Osawamick 
from the Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization Department. 

Registration and the first class 
for the next season is Feb. 18, 
2014. For more information, 
contact Raymond Cadotte at 
989-775-4757. 

Participants of the Performance Circle program practice and 
prepare their dances for graduation at their dress rehearsal. 

Photos courtesy of Esther Helms

TribalCommunity
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SECR hosted Country Throwback concert with legendary musicians
Joe Diffie with Darryl Worley, and Pam Tillis with Lorrie Morgan

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

The performance felt like a live 
recording on Austin City Limits, 
or a similar music television 
special on Sunday, Dec. 29. A 
very laid-back and acoustic per-
formance was given by country 
legends Joe Diffie and Darryl 
Worley. As they sat on stools and 
talked to the audience between 
songs, the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort Entertainment Hall felt 
like a very intimate venue. The 
country throwback concert did 
not stop with Diffie and Worley, 
the show ended with a set from 
female country music legends 
Pam Tillis and Lorrie Morgan.  

Together, Joe Diffie and 
Darryl Worley began the show, 
taking turns singing their own 
songs. Worley began the show 
with his hit, “Awful, Beautiful 
Life”. Diffie followed with, 
“Third Rock From the Sun”. 

Worley told the audience he 
recently took his 13th trip to 
Afghanistan. 

“I come from a military fam-
ily, we try our best to support our 
troops,” Worley said. 

He performed “I Miss My 
Friend”, which he played during 
a trip in Iraq. After September 
11, Worley released a song in 

memory of that day entitled, 
“Have You Forgotten?” He 
thanked the audience for mak-
ing that the biggest song of 
his career. The audience gave 
Worley a standing ovation for 
the performance. 

With his sensational voice,  
Diffie performed two of his songs 
from the 1993 album, “Honky 
Tonk Attitude”.  Both singles, 
“John Deere Green” and “Prop 
Me Up Beside the Jukebox (If 
I Die)” reached the Top Ten on 
the country single charts. Also in 
1993, Diffie was inducted into the 
Grand Ole Opry.  

“The pick-up to this next 
song slapped me right across the 
face,” Diffie said. “When I heard 
it, I knew it would be a hit.” 

When Diffie played that num-
ber one hit song, “Pickup Man”, 
the audience was thrilled. 

“Did I mention how hard it 
is to follow Joe Diffie,” Worley 
asked the audience with a smile.  

Diffie also only spoke in 
praise of Worley, impressed 
with what a down-to-earth 
musician he really is. 

Worley performed “Sounds 
Like Life To Me” and Diffie 
jokingly sang a cover of the 
chorus from Jason Aldean’s, 
“1994”, in which Diffie’s name 
is sung throughout the chorus.  

Diffie and Worley’s acous-
tic set showcased raw talent 
with their vocals and they 
kept the audience amused 
with their storytelling.

When Pam Tillis and Lorrie 
Morgan appeared on stage, 
Morgan’s dress was the first 
thing to notice. Tillis sported 
a sparkly, beaded black dress, 
while Morgan’s poufy pink 
dress and pink boots were cov-
ered with sequins. 

“I’m amazed I can wear this 
many sparkles and still feel 
underdressed,” Tillis laughed 
about Morgan’s dress. “I think 
your BeDazzler exploded.” 

Comparable to Diffie and 
Worley, the two seemed to 
have a great friendship and 
respect for one another.  Tillis 
and Morgan performed their 
set differently; they accompa-
nied each other on every song. 
The songs performed high-
lighted their careers while also 
showcasing new material. 

Performances of “Except 
for Monday”, “Shake the 
Sugar Tree”, “Cleopatra, 
Queen of Denial”, “I Guess 
You Had To Be There”, 
“Burning Memories Of 
You” and “Spilled Perfume” 
delighted the audience.

On July 23, 2013, Tillis and 
Morgan released their album, 
“Dos Divas”. Tillis had a unique 
way to describe the first single, “I 
Know What You Did Last Night”. 

“This next song is sort of a 
‘Thelma & Louise’ and ‘The 
Hangover’ crossover,” Tillis said. 

When Tillis and Morgan 
began working together, they 
realized how similar their lives 
and music are. They are both 
very proud to be the second gen-
eration in the music business. 
Their fathers, Mel Tillis and 
George Morgan, have had suc-
cessful music careers and even 
performed together. 

Together they sang a med-
ley of their fathers’ biggest hits 
including, “Candy Kisses”. 

The two talented vocalists 
shared harmonies on each oth-
er’s songs including Morgan’s 
hits, “What Part of No” and “I 
Didn’t Know My Own Strength” 
and Tillis’ song, “I’ll Love You 
Forever If I Want To”. 

As did Diffie and Worley, 
these two had their tales to 
share with the audience. Tillis 
shared about her encounter 
with a star-struck fan who kept 
complementing her and con-
gratulating her on all of her 
accomplishments. Tillis found 

out the fan thought she was 
country music singer Patty 
Loveless all along. 

Morgan shared after a show 
one night, an Elderly woman 
approached Tillis saying what 
a great job Tillis did and what 
a fan she was. When it was 
time for her to turn around and 
talk to Morgan, she looked at 
Morgan and said, “Honey, I 
thought you was dead.” 

The next single from “Dos 
Divas” is “I Am A Woman”, 
after Tillis and Morgan both 
wanted to record the song, they 
compromised to make it a duet 
and they are preparing to shoot 
the music video. 

“I Am A Woman” was writ-
ten by their backing vocalist and 
keyboard player. Morgan said 
she believes it will become an 
anthem for all women someday. 

The ladies performed 
“Something In Red” with an 
encore of the timeless song, “Will 
You Still Love Me Tomorrow”. 

The night was a blast from 
the past; a true, refreshing coun-
try throwback performance by 
each artist. They didn’t need an 
orchestra, back-up dancers or 
even a huge production; they 
merely blew the audience away 
with their raw talent. 

Country music legend Joe Diffie performs a 
fan favorite, “Third Rock From the Sun”.

Pam Tillis (left) and Lorrie Morgan (right) have been on tour 
together and released their album, “Dos Divas” in July 2013. 

Mike Epps had the audi-
ence members continu-
ously rolling out of their 

seats with laughter.

American Country musician Darryl 
Worley opens the show with his hit song, 

“Awful, Beautiful Life”.

Mike Epps delivers sides-plitting comedic punch lines at SECR
MATTHEW WRIGHT

Staff Writer

Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck

Kenny Rogers
WPBA Masters 2014
The Price is Right Live
ISOC RAM Snowcross
The Temptations & The Four Tops
The Charlie Daniels Band & Travis Tritt
Larry the Cable Guy
Boyz II Men wsg Ralph Tresvant

EVENTDATE

Saturday Feb. 1
Feb. 5 -  9
Feb. 14 & 15
Feb. 21 & 22
Saturday, Feb. 28
Saturday, March 15
Saturday, March 22
Saturday, March 29

BigEntertainment

A chorus of laughter and 
cheers filled the Entertainment 
Hall of the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort on Dec. 30, 
2013. Multitalented comedian 
Mike Epps was in the house 
that night, and ready to bring 

it all down with his outra-
geously funny banter. 

Mike Epps, a successful 
comedian, actor and musician, 
has generated a great deal of 
excitement among his peers and 
within the entertainment indus-
try. He has emerged as one of 
the funniest comic actors in the 
Hollywood scene as of late.

Epps kicked off his career by 
becoming a regular on HBO’s 
series “Def Comedy Jam” in 
the early 1990s. He would later 
go on to become the regular 
host of the series in 2006. Since 
then, he has released three com-
edy DVD’s; “Inappropriate 
Behavior” (2006), “Funny 
Bidness” (2009) and “Under 
Rated and Never Faded” (2009).

Not limiting himself to just 
comedy, Epps has also appeared 
in 38 Hollywood movies. His 
first and perhaps most famous 
role came in the movie “Next 
Friday”, the sequel to the 
widely successful “Friday”. He 
stepped in to play the character 
of Day-Day Jones, which was 
previously portrayed by fellow 
comedian Chris Tucker. Epps 
went on to fill the same role in 
the third movie in the series, 
“Friday After Next”.  

His list of movie appear-
ances now includes roles in 
the “The Hangover”, “The 
Hangover Part III”, “Resident 
Evil: Apocalypse”, “Resident 
Evil: Extinction”, “All About 
the Benjamins” and “The 
Honeymooners”. He was even 
granted the honor of serving 
as “Super Bowl Ambassador” 
in his hometown Indianapolis 
for the 2012 Super Bowl. 

Epps comes off as a genu-
ine person with his playful-
ness and kid-like persona, 
while often giggling at his 
own jokes. He is equal parts 
smart, sharp and savvy with 
his comedic delivery. He was 
a master of audience involve-
ment, shaping the show 
around their interactions. No 
one was safe from Epps that 
night. The jokester routinely 
picked fun at guests, while 

firing off one-liners and even 
went out into the audience 
to get up close and personal 
with his comedic victims.
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Smooth R&B returns to SECR with entertainers Johnny Gill, K-Ci & Jo-Jo and Ginuwine
NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor

The night brought out scream-
ing female fans and throwback 
R&B songs as Johnny Gill, 
Ginuwine and K-Ci & JoJo 
brought the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort house down 
on Friday, Dec. 27, 2013. 

As soon as former New 
Edition member Johnny Gill 
appeared on stage, his energy 

had the audience on their feet 
dancing and squealing. Gill 
brought so much dynamism with 
his dance moves, hand gestures 
and impressive soulful voice. 

Gill turned the SECR 
Entertainment Hall into one 
gigantic dance party with his 
hits, “Everything”, “Rub You the 
Right Way” and “There You Go”. 

His passionate vocals, dance 
moves and energy got the throw-
back R&B night started. 

Ginuwine kept the 
party going and the 
fans hollering with his 
hits, “In Those Jeans” 
and “I Need A Girl 
(Part Two)”. 

As the lights slightly 
dimmed, the disc 
jockey was left alone 
on stage. Suddenly, 
a heap of dry ice 
and Ginuwine reap-
peared. Ginuwine had 
changed into a classy 
white suit, carrying a 
silver, shiny micro-
phone decorated with 
sequins. Ginuwine got 

ready to hand out a bouquet of 
roses one-by-one to lucky audi-
ence members. He grabbed one 
rose, peeling away one petal at 
a time as he said, “she loves 
me, she loves me not.”

Ginuwine then asked the 
audience to put their cell 
phones in the air as he sang his 
hit, “Differences”.  

The DJ played a medley of 
Michael Jackson’s songs, “The 
Way You Make Me Feel”, “Don’t 
Stop ‘Til You Get Enough” and 
“Billy Jean” as Ginuwine showed 
off his dance moves and told 
the audience what an influence 
Jackson had been to him. 

The audience roared at 
Ginuwine’s last song, “Pony”, 
proving to be the song everyone 
was waiting to hear.

With matching black suits 
and sunglasses, K-Ci & JoJo 
were ready to perform their 
hits for the enthusiastic crowd. 
The audience enjoyed a K-Ci 
& JoJo favorite, “Tell Me It’s 
Real”, along with “We’ll Show 
You How to Love Somebody” 
and “Come and Talk to Me”, 

released when K-Ci & JoJo were 
formerly known as “Jodeci”. 

During “Love U 4 Life”, 
Ginuwine joined the stage.

“If it weren’t for these broth-
ers right here, there would be no 
Ginuwine,” he said after the track. 

K-Ci & JoJo also sang the 
fan favorites, “All My Life” 
and “Crazy”. 

It was a night of fun and 
entertainment for R&B music 
fans. To see a list of upcoming 
shows at SECR, visit soaringe-
aglecasino.com.  

Former New Edition member Johnny 
Gill got the audience on their feet to 
dance and shout during his impres-

sive high-energy performance. 

R&B artist Ginuwine shows 
off his smile for his scream-

ing female fan base. 

Cedric “K-Ci” Hailey of 
K-Ci & JoJo wound up the 

crowd with his energy.

 Joel “JoJo” Hailey looks 
on and laughs as his 

brother, K-Ci, ventures out 
into the audience.

Cheap Trick and Night Ranger prove that "you can still rock in America"
MATTHEW WRIGHT

Staff Writer
Observer photos by Matthew Wright

Lead guitarist Rick Nielsen (left), lead vocalist Robin Zander (center) and bassist Tom 
Petersson (right), thrilled the audience by performing all of Cheap Trick's greatest hits.

The members of Night Ranger meet center stage, the energy of the 
performance continually brought the audience to their feet.

Rock 'n' roll fans filled the 
Entertainment Hall of the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
on Dec. 28, 2013. Rock bands 
Cheap Trick and Night Ranger, 
two bands that could easily 
headline their own separate 
shows, came together to give a 
performance like no other. 

Cheap Trick formed in 
Rockford, Ill. in 1973. The band’s 
music includes 18 albums, span-
ning 32 years. Their first album, 
“Cheap Trick”, released in 1977 
with their most recent album, the 
aptly named “The Latest” releas-
ing in 2009. Throughout the 
years, they have gained notori-
ety as one of the most influential 
rock bands ever, even landing at 
No. 25 in VH1's list of the 100 
Greatest Artists of Hard Rock.

“Hello there, ladies and gen-
tleman… hello there, ladies and 
gents,” lead vocalist for Cheap 
Trick Robin Zander proclaimed. 
“Are you ready to rock?”

These lyrics, taken from their 
opening song, “Hello There”, 
set the tone for the rest of the 
night. The band moved seam-
lessly into the songs “California 
Man”, and “Big Eyes”. Up next 
was a cover of Fats Domino’s 
“Ain’t That a Shame”, the hit 
singles “Need Your Love” and 
“That 70’s Song (In the Street)”, 
which can be heard in the open-
ing credits of the hit television 
series “That 70’s Show”.

The audience cheered with 
excitement to the opening verses 
of their most successful song 
“The Flame”, which reached 
No.1 on Billboard’s Hot 100 list. 
Following this was another of 
their hits, “I Want You to Want 
Me”, which reached No. 7 on 
Billboard’s Hot 100 list. To close 

out the concert, Cheap Trick 
rocked out as the audience mem-
bers sang along with the lyrics to 
“Dream Police” and “Surrender”. 
Although Cheap Trick had taken 
their final bow, the evening was 
far from over as Night Ranger 
was next to take the stage.

Night Ranger rose to promi-
nence in the early ‘80s, becoming 
one the most popular mainstream 
hard rock bands of the time. 
The band has released 10 studio 
albums, eight live albums and 
five compilation albums. Their 
most successful albums were 
“Midnight Madness” (1983) and 
“7 Wishes” (1985), both of which 
sold enough to be recognized 
with platinum status.

The band features Brad Gillis 
on lead guitar, Jack Blades as 
the lead vocalist/bass guitar-
ist, Kelly Keagy on drums and 
lead vocals, Joel Hoekstra on 
lead and rhythm guitars and 
Eric Levy on keyboards. The 
members of Night Ranger have 
also been involved in many side 
projects. In 1982, with the pass-
ing of Ozzy Osbourne's legend-
ary guitarist Randy Rhoads, 
lead guitarist Gillis filled in dur-
ing Ozzy’s Diary of a Madman 
Tour. Front man Jack Blades 
also formed the band “Damn 
Yankees”, with Ted Nugent and 
Styx guitarist Tommy Shaw.

Night Ranger kicked off the 
night with the singles “Touch of 
Madness” and “Sing Me Away”. 
Fans were treated to several 
covers from band members’ 
side projects including Damn 
Yankees' “Coming of Age”, 
Ozzy Osbourne’s “Crazy Train” 
and Alice Cooper’s “School's 
Out”. In a way, the audience 
was being treated to more than 
one band that night.

The band brought the excite-
ment to new heights as it started 

playing some of its 
most popular songs. 
The crowd cheered 
at the beginning of 
the single “High 
Enough”. The song 
was originally 
performed by the 
Damn Yankees, 
and reached No. 
3, on Billboard’s 
Hot 100 list. The 
songs “Goodbye”, 
“Four in the 
Morning” and 
“When You Close 
Your Eyes” were 
performed next. 
All three charted 
within the top 20 
of Billboard’s Hot 
100 list.

The fans in the audience 
were taking it all in, stand-
ing and cheering as Night 
Ranger began the single 
“Don’t Tell You Love Me”. 
The band broke it down in 
the middle, playing sev-
eral extended solos and riffs 
from other hit bands includ-
ing Deep Purple’s “Highway 
Star”. The song finished with 

the band feverishly jamming 
with a climatic ending. All 
things pointed to this being 
the finale of the show. Even as 
the band left the stage, every-
one in the audience remained 
on their feet.

The following two encores 
provided the highlight of the 
night. Many in the audience 
removed their cell phones from 

their pockets to be used as make-
shift lighters. The audience sang 
along with drummer Kelly Keagy 
as he belted out the lyrics to the 
hit single “Sister Christian”. The 
song proved to be Night Ranger’s 
greatest hit, topping out at No. 5 
on Billboard’s Hot 100 list. To 
bring the show to a fitting end, 
the band performed “(You Can 
Still) Rock in America”.
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Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00 a.m. Aqua Fit
Sharon

Aqua Fit
Sharon

Aqua Fit
Sharon

12:00 p.m. Turbo Kick
Ashleigh

Mat Pilates
Catherine

*Starts at 12:15 p.m.

Lunch Crunch Go
Jaden

Boot Camp
Jaden

4:00 p.m. Turbo Kick
Ashleigh

4:30 p.m. Kick & Step
Jeni

Step & Sculpt
Jeni

5:10 p.m. Zumba
Valerie

World Fusion Belly
Tawnya

Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule Februaruy 2014
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Tips to help avoid “mindless” eating
(Editor's Note: Article submitted 
by Sally Van Cise RD Nutritionist 
with permission to reprint by 
author, MI Healthier Tomorrow.)

Everyone does it sometimes; 
when you are not focusing on 
what you are eating, you are not 
fully enjoying the flavors, tex-
tures and smells of your food. 
When we eat fast, we are still 
hungry because our brain has not 
yet received the message that our 
stomach is full.

Here are some tips to help 
you eat consciously:

• Always eat at the table. Every 
meal is important enough to focus 
on. Use smaller plates to make 
small meals feel perfectly por-
tioned and satisfying.

• Never eat standing at the 

fridge or pantry. If you find your 
hand in a bag, get a bowl and take 
a small amount of the treat. Your 
body deserves to be nurtured with 
food that is wholesome — not 
grabbed quickly from a bag. Set 
down your fork or spoon between 
bites. This will help you eat 
slowly, allowing your stomach 
time to realize you are eating, so 
you can enjoy every bite.

• Chew twice as long. 
Chewing your food more aids 
with digestion and causes you 
to eat slowly.

• Focus on one thing at a time. 
When eating, eat. Don't multi-
task with TV or your smartphone. 
Your meal will be more memo-
rable and enjoyable.

• Eat with your senses. 
Consciously notice the flavor, 

texture, sight and smell of 
your food.

• Connect with your hunger. 
When you are aware of your 
internal cues of hunger, you 
will know when it's time to eat 
and when it's time to stop.

• Plan ahead. Having the 
right food handy is a conscious 
decision and will put you in 
control of the food you eat.

• Make it pretty. Organize 
your fridge and pantry to encour-
age yourself to eat healthy. Use 
pretty serving ware to enhance 
your dining experience.

• Savor indulgences. Being 
healthy doesn't mean you 
have to deny your cravings. 
You can indulge sometimes 
in moderation when you eat 
slowly and consciously.

MARGARET STESLICKI
Medical Director

Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center’s “Improving Patient Care-5” program

Mino n'Bimaadziwin: My first step to a healthy way of life

Nimkee Memorial Wellness 
Center is honored to have 
been selected to participate 
in the nationally recognized 
“Improving Patient Care-
5” program through Indian 
Health Service.  The aim of 
the “Improving Patient Care” 
program is to transform the 
Indian Health Care system by 
developing high-performing, 
innovative health care teams 
to improve the quality of and 
access to care. 

Through Nimkee’s partici-
pation in this program, we will 
be able to develop new and 
improve existing standards 
for health care delivery.  This 
will result in improved health 
and wellness for Nimkee 
patients by establishing what 

is called a “Patient-Centered 
Medical Home.”  

Nimkee Memorial Wellness 
Center is one of 45 Indian Health 
Service, Tribal and Urban sites 
to participate in IPC5. Through 
participation in this program, 
Nimkee Medical Clinic will 
become a “Patient Centered 
Medical Home” by delivering 
comprehensive care through 
care teams, improved care coor-
dination across all elements of 
the health system, improved 
continuity of care, enhanced 
access and partnerships with 
community based health pro-
grams and Tribal organizations. 

This association with the IPC5 
will assist with the integration of 
quality improvement activities 
and evidence based medicine by 
creating and guiding a shared 
decision-making process with 
patients and families. 

By definition, the “Patient 
Centered Medical Home” is a 
health care setting that facili-
tates partnerships between 
individual patients, and their 
personal physicians, and when 
appropriate, the patient’s 
family. Care is facilitated by 
registries, information tech-
nology, health information 
exchange and other means to 
assure patients get the indi-
cated care when and where 
they need and want it in a cul-
turally appropriate manner. 
Through the IPC program, 
other Tribal Organizations 
have shown improvement in 
preventive care and manage-
ment of chronic conditions. 

One of our first steps in 
becoming a “Patient Centered 
Medical Home” is to encour-
age patients to choose a Primary 
Care Provider (PCP) and for 

Nimkee to reorganize our medi-
cal staff into primary care teams. 

If you have been seeing one 
specific physician for a while at 
Nimkee, you may have already 
been assigned to this physician 
as your PCP. If you are not 
aware of who your PCP is, or 
would like to request a specific 
PCP, please ask our nursing  
staff the next time you are at 
the clinic.  We want you to feel 
comfortable and to trust your 

Medical Provider and Primary 
Care Team. 

The overall vision of the 
Nimkee Memorial Wellness 
Staff is to provide quality 
health care which reflects 
the needs of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Community. 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Margaret at 
989-775-4618. Please watch 
for further updates in the Tribal 
Observer and at Nimkee.

 Spicy Krispy Kale Chips 

Ingredients:
•  6 - 8 large Kale Leaves, stems removed
•  1 tbsp Olive Oil or Coconut Oil
•  1/4 tsp Garlic Powder 
•  1/4 tsp Chili Powder

Tools and Equipment:
Measuring Cups, Spoons, Mixing Bowl, Baking Sheet and an Oven

Directions:
1. Pre-heat the oven to 300F.
2. In a small mixing bowl, combine the Olive Oil or Coconut   
    Oil, Garlic Powder and Chili Powder. Mix together.
3. Place Kale leaves on the baking sheet.
4. Rub/massage the oil mixture gently over the leaves.
5. Bake for 20 minutes. Remove from oven when brown and crispy.

Yield: 4 - 6 Servings

Recipe submitted by Sally Van Cise RD Nutritionist with permission to reprint 
by author, Veggiecation. For more recipes visit www.veggiecation.com

Aambe. Life's longest journeys 
start with that first small step. 
No distance is too far, no prob-
lem is too big, and no challenge 
is too great when we just take a 
moment, just take a deep breath 
and then just take that first step 
forward. That’s how we get 
there from here.

A new year is a time of 
renewal, and while winter seems 
forbidding, under the snow the 
warm earth shelters autumn’s 
dormant life and behind our cold 

gray skies the days are growing 
imperceptibly longer. This is 
the time to put old habits away, 
set goals and to make promises 
that with each small step brings 
us closer to those goals; just 
as each day grows longer and 
brings us closer to those warm 
days of summer.

This year my first steps were 
to decide what kind of events I 
wanted to compete in. I plan to 
compete in physique contests. 
They differ from bodybuilding in 
that the posing trunks are bigger 
but your muscles can be smaller!  
My first contest will be in Flint, 

Mich. in late April, in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. in May, and then 
in Lansing, Mich. in June; after 
that we’ll see what happens! At 
my age and height, I feel I can be 
very competitive and I’m excited 
about the coming season. 

My next step is to map out 
a course toward those goals. I 
decided early morning weight-
lifting workouts combined with 
late afternoon cardio workouts 
will get me where I need to be.  
I will keep detailed records of 
my workouts to keep track on 
my progress.  Planning to com-
plete in three contests will let 

me use each to show me where 
I need to improve over the 
course of the season.

At the beginning, and all 
along the way, I already know  
I won't make every morning at 
the gym. I won't make every 
afternoon on the road, but 
slowly and surely, my desire 
to accomplish these goals will 
make my workouts more con-
sistent, more productive and 
ultimately take me where I 
need to go. 

So the first small step is not 
just showing up at the gym; 
it’s deciding why I want to go 

to the gym in the first place! 
There are many ways to live 
the good life. The Creator 
helps us in so many diverse 
ways; there is no right way, but 
there is a right for you way!

You might want to lose 10, 
20, 30 or any number of pounds. 
You may want to fit in that wed-
ding gown, make the baseball 
team or maybe you just want to 
take that little puppy you got for 
Christmas on long walks this 
summer. You can get there 
from here! It all starts with 
that first little step. Aambe, 
let's begin together…

DAMIAN FISHER
Contributing Writer
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*A drawing for prizes will be done 
for all who complete all 5 days.
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RUSH IN FOR YOUR SHARE OF 

$40,000
AND A NEW SNOWMOBILE!

Standish, MI • 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesCasino.com
*Must be a Players Club member to participate.

ROLL IN YOUR 
SHARE OF 

$72,000!
It’s a carnival of big cash prizes and 

even a trip for 2 to New Orleans! 
Hourly drawings 3:45 PM - 8:45 PM!*

Mt. Pleasant, MI • 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • SoaringEagleCasino.com
*Must be a Players Club member to participate.

Players Club members who play 
between 12 AM and 11:59 PM 
Mondays will earn 5x entries*

Hourly drawings 6 PM-10 PM! 

GET YOUR GAME ON

TUESDAYS IN FEBRUARY!

34395_SECR_FEB_TribalObserver_SplitGamingAd_APPROVED.indd   1 1/20/14   4:42 PM
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Tribal Elder Birthdays
FEBRUARY 2014

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
14
15

16

Eliza Owl,  Gail Smith 
Naomi Pederson, Bonnie 
Sprague, Cathy Floyd

Deborah Meskill, Roger 
Ambs Jr., Carl Pelcher, 
Robert Shawboose 

Mark Martin, Tom Waynee 
Robin Martin, Martha 
Pudvay, Donna Trapp 

Roland Jackson, David 
Weaver, Wayne Ritter, 
Juanita Slater, 

Mary Graveratte, 
Marcia Kelsall

Barbara Brodie, Timothy 
Davis, Mark Grischke, 
Esther Bailey

Timothy Froncek, 
Scott Pego 

Debra Marler, Linda Craig, 
Larry Collins, Linda Martin 

Raymond Davis, James 
Burnham, Linda La Forest 

Carolyn Folts, LeRoy 
Scharaswak, Robert Weaver, 
Paul Rueckert Sr.

Michael Pashenee, Betty 
Webkamigad, Mark Schafer

Bonnie Ekdahl 

Sheri Lairson

Dennis Gould 

Norman Cyr Sr., Terry 
Vasquez, Jeffrey Sprague, 
Mark Steele

Kathy Dintaman

Darryl C. Jackson, Florence 
Sprague, James Wheaton

Douglas Floyd, Lori Mazur

Richard Byce, 
Frank Wheaton

Joan Cline, Milton Pelcher, 
Christina Chingman, 
James Dombkowski, James 
McDonald, Simon Otto, 
Walker Slavik 

Keith Mandoka, Nancy 
Miller, Ronald Bonnau, Ross 
Chapoton, Peggy Goebel 

Greggory Dutton, 
Savannah Rice

Tracy Mays, Chester Cabay 
III, Rebecca Rittmaier

Susan Bettistea, Glenn Hall, 
Betty Brief, Dorothy Brown, 
Joseph Davis, Kelly Kendall, 
Kathie Kozuch, Ralph Mays, 
Bunny Roth, Andy Shuler 

Dianna Chamberlain, 
Mark Starkey, Judith 
McLellan, Allen Slater Sr., 
Bernard Wright

Cynthia Quigno, 
Shirley Robertson

Lorna McDonald, Edward 
Phelps, Willie Bailey Jr. 

Fredrick Bennett Sr.
Alvin Jackson 

Adelaide Davis
Evelyn Sharon 

Lewis Sprague
Julie Chamberlain

16

17 

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

There’s so much in life to see: Don’t let glaucoma take your sight away
CHRISTY BENNETT

Contributing Writer

The best years are yet to 
come. With more free time, 
you can set your sights on 
wonderful places to go and 
people to see. Just make sure 
you keep an eye on glaucoma. 

Glaucoma is a group of dis-
eases that damages the eye’s 
optic nerve, which carries visual 
signals to the brain. It can lead 
to vision loss or blindness if left 
untreated. Primary open-angle 
glaucoma is the most common 
form of this disease and often 
has no symptoms in its early 
stages. Quite frequently, by 
the time people are diagnosed 
with glaucoma, they’ve already 

begun to notice changes in their 
side, or peripheral vision. 

While anyone can get 
glaucoma, people at higher 
risk for glaucoma include 
African Americans age 40 
and older; everyone age 60 
and older, especially Mexican 
Americans, and those with a 
family history of the disease. 

“Studies show that at 
least half of all persons with 
glaucoma don’t know they 
have this potentially blind-
ing eye disease,” National 
Eye Institute Director Dr. 
Paul Sieving said. “The good 
news is that glaucoma can be 
detected in its early stages 
through a comprehensive 
dilated eye exam.” 

 A comprehensive dilated eye 
exam is a procedure in which 
an eye care professional places 
drops in your eyes to dilate (or 
widen) the pupil to examine the 
back of your eyes and check 
the optic nerve for signs of dis-
ease. This exam may help save 
your sight because when glau-
coma is detected early, it can 
be controlled through medica-
tions or surgery. If you are at 
higher risk, make sure you get 
a comprehensive dilated eye 
exam every one to two years 
and encourage family members 
to do so as well.

Wherever life takes you, 
keep vision in your future. 
Don’t wait until you notice 
problems with your vision to 
see an eye care professional. A 
low-cost exam may be avail-
able to you through Medicare. 
For more information, call 
1–800–MEDICARE or visit 
www.medicare.gov. 

Tips to conquer frustrating clutter
JULIE PEGO

Contributing Writer

JULIE PEGO
Contributing Writer

Straighten up in spurts: Set 
a timer for 15 minutes and 
stay on task until it goes off. 

Keep related items 
together: Keep items that are 
used together near each other 
so that you don’t have to hunt 
all over the house for them. 

Label storage contain-
ers: To keep track of what 
you have, keep similar items 
together in the same type or 
color of storage container. 
Write the contents of the con-
tainer on an index card and 

tape it to outside. Make sure 
that side faces out, so that it 
can be easily read. 

Designate a junk drawer: 
Keep decluttering efforts mov-
ing forward by designating a 
junk drawer in every room. 
Those items that you can’t 
figure out where to place, set 
them in that drawer. When the 
drawer is full, sort through the 
stuff and use or toss. 

Stop clutter at its source: 
Set a rule for clutter. If you bring 
an item into the house another 
item has to leave. Apply this 
rule to all household items. 

Get a clutter buddy: A 
few times a year, ask a friend 

to help you sort your clutter 
into four piles; keep, toss, 
donate and age. Discard the 
“toss” items immediately. 
Take the “donate” items to 
a donation site right away. 
Save “age” items and review 
them in three months. Put 
a note on your calendar to 
review on a particular date. 

Get a key rack: If you find 
that you are hunting for your 
keys often, get a key rack to 
hang your keys on or make a 
conscious effort to put them 
in the same spot for 30 days 
and it will become a habit. 

For more tips on this subject, 
go to www.additudemag.com

Thank you Gold Key Volunteers

We would like to thank the 
Isabella County Commission 
on Aging Gold Key 
Volunteers for the donation of 
lap quilts, lap afghans, hats, 
walker bags and wheelchair 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT.

Tips for keeping your heart healthy

You’ve probably heard it 
before: Heart disease is the 
number one killer of women. 
Approximately one woman dies 
of heart disease every minute 
and yet only one out of every 
five women believes heart dis-
ease is their biggest threat. 

Since 2004, the American 
Heart Association has been 
promoting their Go Red ™ 
for women project; designed 
to give power to women to 
take charge of their own heart 
health, making women aware 
of the things they can do to 
stay healthy and take action.  
National Wear Red Day® 
takes place on Friday, Feb. 7, 
2014 – wear something red this 
day, in honor of all women.

According to goredfor-
women.org, women can 
be heart healthy at any age 
from age 20 and older. Many 
risk factors that can lead to 
heart disease can be con-
trolled such as high choles-
terol, high blood pressure, 
smoking, physical inactiv-
ity, obesity, diabetes, stress, 

use of certain birth control 
pills and use of alcohol and 
other drugs. Age, gender, 
heredity and race are other 
risk factors.

Some simple steps you 
can take to help reduce 
your risk are:

• Know your family’s his-
tory of heart disease (heart 
attack, stroke, high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, etc.)

• Visit your doctor for your 
yearly physical.

• Stay active – if you don’t 
have enough time, try exer-
cising in 10-minute time 
frames, three times a day.

 • Eat healthy – www.
choosemyplate.gov has a lot 
of great information on eat-
ing healthy.

• Keep your stress level 
down – perhaps try a yoga 
class or just taking 20 min-
utes of quiet time.

• Get plenty of sleep – 
adults need seven to eight 
hours of sleep per night.

• Drink water in place 
of sugary and caffeinated 
drinks.

• Don’t smoke and 
if you do smoke, call 

1-800-QUIT-NOW for infor-
mation on how to quit.

Once you’ve learned what 
you can do to reduce your risk 
of heart disease, try to imple-
ment one or two of these sim-
ple steps listed above. 

It’s never too late to make 
a change. Healthy lifestyle 
changes you make today 
will benefit you tomorrow 
and beyond!

For more information on 
living heart healthy, visit 
goredforwomen.org or 
www.cmdhd.org. Remember 
to wear red on Friday, Feb. 
7, 2014.

This article has been 
brought to you by Central 
Michigan District Health 
Department, which serves 
the counties of Arenac, Clare, 
Gladwin, Isabella, Osceola 
and Roscommon. Visit our 
website at www.cmdhd.org 
and “Like” Central Michigan 
District Health Department 
on Facebook.

Sources: www.nhlbi.nih.
gov/health/health-topics/top-
ics/sdd/howmuch.html

For additional informa-
tion about the disease glau-
coma, visit www.nei.nih.
gov/glaucoma or call NEI at 
301- 496–5248.

Resource: NEHEP- National 
Eye Health Education Program 
and www.nei.nih.gov/nehep/
programs/glaucoma/materials/
DropIn_GenPub_Rel_508.pdf. 

bags. They include Andahwod 
in their distribution of these 
items every year and we 
are happy they do. These 
are much needed items 
for our Elders, Andahwod 
and the community. 

Thanks again Isabella 
Commission of Aging Gold 
Key Volunteers.

TribalElders
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20% OFF TAX PREPARATION FOR 
TRIBAL MEMBERS AT MT. PLEASANT 

H&R BLOCK LOCATIONS
COUPON CODE: 41534

2324 S Mission Street, Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 Tel: 989-772-3030
913 E Pickard St Ste M, Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 Tel: 989-773-8129

_________________________________________________________________________________
Valid at Mt. Pleasant H&R Block locations only. Cannot be combined with any other offer or 

promotion. Valid for 2013 personal income tax return.

Please call to book an appointment or as always, feel free to just walk right in.

Never let it be said that our 
Tribal Elders don’t enjoy  
music. The dancing and 
singing were clear signs that 
our seniors are always ready 
for a party.

On Dec. 31, the Tribal 
community came out in force 
as the Elders New Year’s Eve 
Party rocked the rafters of 
Andahwod.  As the DJ played 
everything from Chubby 
Checker and the Beatles to 
Guy Lombardo and the Royal 
Canadians, that “Auld Lang 
Syne” feeling was in the air.

“Andahwod has a mis-
sion that preserves our 

people's legacy by cher-
ishing our Elders through 
honor, care and respect while 
encouraging family and 
community involvement,” 
Senior Assisted Living 
Administrator Gayle Ruhl 
said. “We are pleased to serve 
as a gathering place for our 
Elders and their families.”

Just like Times Square, 
there was much anticipation 
waiting for the balloons to 
drop their door prizes… at 
least the Elders didn’t have 
to wait for midnight with the 
crowd appreciating the 7 p.m. 
early celebration.

“Just like our Elvis 
Birthday Party on Jan. 8, we 
try to have our events in the 

afternoon or early evening,” 
Andahwod Elders Advocate 
Amy Shawboose said. “I was 
amazed at how quick many of 
our Elders guessed the cor-
rect Elvis songs during our 
‘Name that Tune’ contest.”

Along with the Elvis 
music trivia, the Elders cel-
ebrated the King’s 79th 

Andahwod events ring in the New Year with a touch of Graceland
JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

SCIT Elders
 you’re invited to the semi-formal

Friday, Feb. 14, 2014

Serving: Tossed Salad and Fresh Baked Bread, Broccoli and 
Cheese and Asparagus, Baked Potato Bar, Prime Rib with 
Au jus, Herb Roasted Chicken and Cheesecake Station.
  

King and Queen Coronation, DJ and Dance, Newlywed 
Game, Photo booth and other Activities. Purchase flowers, 
boutonnières and corsages for a fee.

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.       Andahwod
$5 for SCIT members and $10 for guest

Contact for more information: 989.775.4387

birthday by moving their 
hips to “Jailhouse Rock” and 
feasting on peanut butter and 
banana sandwiches prepared 
by the Andahwod kitchen 
staff.  Tribal Elder Alvin 

Tribal Elder Alvin 
Chamberlain croons 

through the Elvis 
classic “Are You 

Lonesome Tonight?”   

Tribal Elders Alfie Moses and Sue Durfee square off as finalists 
in the Elvis hip swing contest as Amy Shawboose announces.

Anticipation filled the air as everyone gathered to watch the 
New Years ball and balloon drop at Andahwod.

Chamberlain concluded the 
fun evening with some live 
entertainment by perform-
ing the Elvis hits “Crying in 
the Chapel” and “Are You 
Lonesome Tonight?”

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick



Talking Circle Andahwod 
Maple Lodge | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Ogitchedaw Meeting
Senior’s Room | 6 p.m.

Men & Women’s Healing Circle
B. Health | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
7th Generation | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | Noon - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

AA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

New Spirit Moon
Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m.

Talking Circle Andahwod 
Maple Lodge | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Crafts with Cultural Reps
Saganing Ops | 1 p.m. 

Men & Women’s Healing Circle
B. Health | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Education Advisory Board 
Meeting | 9 a.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
7th Generation | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | Noon - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Tribal Observer
Deadline - 3 p.m. 

AA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

New Spirit Moon
Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m.

Talking Circle Andahwod 
Maple Lodge | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Tribal Operations Closed
President's Day

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Karate
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Men & Women’s Healing Circle
B. Health | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
7th Generation | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | Noon - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

AA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

New Spirit Moon
Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m.

Talking Circle Andahwod 
Maple Lodge | 10 a.m.

New Spirit Support Group 
B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Tradition Group
B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m..

Men & Women’s Healing Circle
B. Health | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Karate 
Tribal Gym | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Youth Council Meeting
Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Men’s Society Meeting
7th Generation | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sacred Fire Lunch
7th Generation | Noon - 1 p.m.

Talking Circle
7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

AA Spirit Bear Meeting
Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m.

New Spirit Moon
Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m.
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SECR Payroll
SCIT Per Capita
SCIT Payroll

Tribal Departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy!

Page 26 | Niizhtana-shi-ngodwaaswiTribalCalendar
Sewing & Cooking
February 3, 10, 17, 24 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307 

Andahwod Crafts 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Euchre
February 4, 11, 18, 25 | 6 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4300

Margaret and Companion Dogs
February 5, 12, 19, 26 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Andahwod Dinner Buffet
February 6, 13, 20, 27 | 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4300

Crafts & Games
February 7, 21, 28 | 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Board Games
February 9, 23 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Jewelry Making
February 11 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Elders Breakfast
February 12, 26 | 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4300

IT Computer Class
February 14, 28 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Bingo with Friends
February 19 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Game Day
February 20 | 1 p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC & ES 
• Contact: 989-775-4307

Two Spirit/Straight Alliance Dinner Party
February 5 | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 
• Contact: 989-775-4386

Create Your Own Valentine Card
February 11 | 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

• Location: Tribal Library

Youth LEAD Traditional Winter Day Camp 
February 15, | 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

• Location: Chip Neyome's property 
   (map to be handed out) 
• Contact: 989-775-4535 
• For youth ages 8 - 13 
• Talking circle, outdoor winter activities, feast

       and camping. Kick-off event for Sons and 
       Daughters of Tradition. 

New Parents Support Group
February 28 | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Health 
• Contact: 989-775-4600

Second Annual Daddy Daughter Date Night
February 12 | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 
• Contact: 989-775-4115

If you are interested please contact Angela at:       
775‐4906 or AngGonzalez@sagchip.org 

ACFS 
Foster Care Fundraiser 

Tribal Gym 
7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant 

Saturday February 15th, 2014 
10:00am‐3:00pm 

$30.00 per 8x8 space, includes 1 8� table 
 

Advance payment required 

A large item area will also be available 

Booth space is limited, deadline is January 31st 
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Summons and Complaint Notices
NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF ELIZABETH SMITH: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 
775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 13-CI-0811 Plaintiff: VJD, Inc. dba Cash 
Plus #148 515A North Mission St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 953-9700 vs. Elizabeth 
Smith 2704 S. Chippewa Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Court.  2.  You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer 
with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note 
that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 
28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Feb. 27, 2014. 

NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF ERICA BENNETT: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
(989) 775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 13-CI-0878 Plaintiff: VJD, Inc. dba 
Cash Plus #148 515A North Mission St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 953-9700 vs. Erica 
Bennett 200 Paris Ave. Lansing, MI 48910. 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Court.  2.  You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer with the 
court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note that if 
you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 28 
days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires March 13, 2014. 

NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF JAMES OSAWABINE, JR: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
(989) 775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 13-CI-0809 Plaintiff: VJD, Inc. dba 
Cash Plus #148 515A North Mission St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 953-9700 vs. James 
Osawabine, Jr. 14 W. Bluegrass Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. 1. You are being sued in the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court.  2.  You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file 
an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. 
Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation 
land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take 
other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Feb. 27, 2014. 

NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF MICHAEL ROSS: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
(989) 775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 13-CI-0903 Plaintiff: VJD, Inc. dba 
Cash Plus #148 515A North Mission St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 953-9700 vs. 
Michael Ross 7108 E. River Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. 1. You are being sued in the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court.  2.  You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file 
an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. 
Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land 
you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other 
action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you 
for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires March 30, 2014. 

100 Employment

Tribal 
Operations

SECR

Electrical Apprentices
Tradesmen International is hir-
ing Electrical Apprentices for 
full time work in Mid-Michigan 
area. Tradesmen is an Equal 
Employment Opportunity Em-
ployer. Applicants must have 
2 to 3 years of experience in 
the trade, have a valid driver’s 
license, able to pass a crimi-
nal background check, possess 
verifiable references, and the 
basic trade tools. Contact no. 
989-837-8761 between 9:00 
am and 4:00 pm week days.
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Associate Judge
Open to the public. Licensed as 
active member in good standing 
by the State Bar of Michigan 
or other state bar: Ten or more 
years experience as a practicing 
attorney, considerable litigation 
experience preferred, excellent 
knowledge of criminal and civil 
procedure and federal Indian 
law and demonstrated inter-
est in working with an Indian 
tribe. The successful candidate 
should have a high ethical stan-
dards and strong references. 
The Contractual Associate 

Judge shall be responsible for 
the timely and efficient admin-
istration of justice in all criminal 
and civil matters brought be-
fore the Tribal Court in accor-
dance with all applicable law. 

Social Services Supervisor
Protective Service

Open to the public. The Social 
Services Supervisor will as-
sure protective services inves-
tigations, prevention, child and 
family service cases and open-
active cases including descen-
dants as outlined in the ICWA 
agreement between Michigan 
DHS and SCIT are responded 
to in a manner consistent with 
the Department’s overall goal. 
Requires: Bachelor’s Degree 
in Social Work or related field 
required. Master’s Degree pre-
ferred. Four years of experi-
ence in a tribal social services 
setting. Must have supervisory 
experience in Social Services 
or Human Services related field. 
Must have knowledge of appli-
cable Tribal and federal law as 
they pertain to tribal children 
and families. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain a Tribal 
Driver’s License. This posi-
tion offers an excellent work 
environment. Monday - Fri-
day, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (on call as 
needed), with 15 paid holidays. 
Competitive wage, benefits 
and leave plans. Starting rate: 

$24.23/hour; negotiable based 
on experience. Blue Cross Blue 
Shield benefits: includes medi-
cal, vision and prescription cov-
erage and Delta Dental. 401K 
can be participated in after six 
months of employment. An-
nual, Sick, Personal and Man-
agement leave plans offered.

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos-
sess required specialized unique 
skills include demonstrated 
fluency and knowledge of An-
ishinabe language acquisition, 
a clear understanding of im-
mersion philosophy and two 
years experience teaching An-
ishinabemowin with children in 
a school setting or community 
setting. Must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Pos-
session of a teaching/language 
certificate preferred. Must com-
plete a criminal records check 
in accordance with the State of 
Michigan. Hiring in accordance 
with Indian Preference Laws.

Journeyman Lineman 
Open to the public. Candidate 
must have a high school di-
ploma or equivalent. Candidate 
must have a Journeyman Li-
cense with Lineman experience 
or must have successfully com-
pleted the journeyman exami-

ObserverClassifieds

nation requirements as adminis-
tered by an accredited Lineman 
Apprenticeship Training pro-
gram or five years three phase 
high voltage experience with 
appropriate electrical license. 
Two plus years experience as a 
Journeymen Lineman preferred. 
Communication and computer 
skills required. Candidate must 
have formal hot stick training 
and experience. Candidates 
must have a valid Commercial 
Drivers License, and be able to 
obtain a Tribal Drivers License. 
Native American preferred. 

Creative Arts Teacher
Open to the public. Bachelor's 
degree in Education. Must 
possess a valid Michigan El-
ementary Teaching Certificate; 
endorsement in art education 
preferred. Two years demon-
strated experience in teaching as 
a successful Art teacher. Good 
class room management skills. 

Associate General 
Counsel 

Licensed as active member in 
good standing by the State Bar 
of Michigan or must become 
licensed following the next 
available bar exam; five years 
experience as a practicing at-
torney, familiarity with federal 
Indian law preferred; excel-
lent research, writing and oral 
skills and demonstrated inter-
est in working with an Indian 
Tribe. The successful candidate 
should have high academic 
achievement and strong refer-
ences The Associate General 
Counsel will provide general 
legal services to the Tribe and 
its enterprises in a broad variety 
of matters including: contract 
law, employment law, adminis-
trative law, real estate transac-
tions, Indian gaming regulation, 
taxation, jurisdiction disputes, 
environmental law, cultural re-
source preservation, child wel-
fare and drafting legislation. 

Family Nurse 
Practitioner

Open to the public. Family 
Nurse Practitioners and Physi-
cian Assistants require State of 
Michigan licensure and Con-
trolled Substance Registration 
Certificate through the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
in the State of Michigan/or be 
eligible to become licensed and 
certified. Master of Science 
Degree in Nursing is required. 

Mechanics Helper 
Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent, mini-
mum of one year of automotive 
training, minimum on all types 
of vehicle, such as cars, trucks, 
vans and lawn equipment. 
Some jobs may require uncom-
fortable conditions. Must have 
an interest in automotive repair 
and be willing to get certified 
as time and knowledge allow.  

At-Large Program 
Supervisor  

Open to the public. A mini-
mum of an Associates Degree 
in Human Services and/or 
Business Administration or re-
lated field preferred and three 
years of supervisory skills and 
three years of program devel-
opment and coordination or; 
have equivalent experience, 
which include five years of su-
pervisory experience and five 
years of program development 
and coordination. Must have 
knowledge of Native Ameri-

Director of Cage & Count
Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Must in-
clude a Bachelor's degree or 
above in business or account-
ing and five years of Casino 
cage and count managerial ex-
perience. Effective written and 
verbal communications skills 
required. Must have the ability 
to resolve problems/conflicts in 
a diplomatic and tactful man-
ner. Must have the ability to 
deal effectively and interact 
well with customers and as-
sociates. Computer experience 
and good organizational skills 
are necessary. As a 24/7 opera-
tion, this position is expected to 
work a variety of shifts to main-
tain effective communication.

Sous Chef-Aurora
Open to the public. Must be 18 
years of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Culi-
nary degree from an American 
Culinary Federation accred-
ited school or must have five 
years direct experience in food 
production. Must have excel-
lent supervisory, organizational 
and food production skills. 

can issues and be familiar with 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe. Must have experience 
supervising employees. The At-
Large Program Supervisor will 
be responsible for administra-
tion of the At-Large Program. 

Support Services Tech II 
Open to the public. Three plus 
years IT help desk experience 
or four year IT related degree 
and one year IT related experi-
ence. Must be willing to work 
where change is common while 
ensuring that all systems run 
efficiently. Needs to have a ba-
sic understanding of computer 
and server hardware, and net-
work connectivity. Must pass 
IT related competency exam. 
Provide Level II help desk 
and field support to include: 
installation, configuration and 
support for all hardware and 
applications utilized by the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribal Government Operations 
and Business Enterprises.  

Social Services 
Case Worker  

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Human Service re-
lated field required. Master’s 
Degree preferred. The Tribal 
Social Services Caseworkers 
assist Tribal members in ob-
taining social services includ-
ing crisis intervention, child 
protection, substance abuse, 
and mental health programs.  

T.O. Grounds 
Maintenance Temp 

Only SCIT members may ap-
ply. Must have experience and 
show knowledge in landscap-
ing, grounds maintenance 
or a maintenance related job 
environment as described 
in the essential job duties. 

Dietary Cook Aide 
Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma. This 
position also requires previ-
ous experience in a kitchen 
atmosphere. With quantity 
and quality food preparation 
and service in a group resi-
dential atmosphere preferred. 

130 Services

Fox Home Builders
All types of home improve-
ments. Kitchen and bath re-
modeling, additions. Experi-
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 

Lead Cook Pastry
Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva-
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in-
creasing levels of responsibil-
ity, proven leadership, commu-
nication and teamwork skills. 
Formal education in the form 
of a culinary degree from an 
American Culinary Federation 
(ACF) accredited school may 
be accepted to satisfy part of the 
work experience requirement. 

Transit Driver
Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
Driver’s License and must be 
able to obtain and maintain a 
Tribal Drivers License and qual-
ify for coverage by our insurance 
carrier. Must have a valid CDL 
with passenger endorsements. 

Cosmetologist
Open to the public. Must be 
18 years or older upon em-
ployment. High school di-
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain a 
Michigan state license in Cos-
metology with 1600 training 
hours, followed by comple-
tion of State License with a 
two year renewal required. 
One year experience preferred.

Administrative Assistant II 
Open to the public. Must have 
an Associates degree or a pro-
fessional secretarial certificate 
with two years clerical experi-
ence or a high school diploma 
or equivalent with four years 
clerical experience. Applicant 
must possess the ability to ac-
curately and efficiently type 
reports and correspondence. 
Must be knowledgeable of 
word processing and spread-
sheet computer applications.   
Will provide Administrative As-
sistant duties for the Marketing/
Entertainment areas as directed.  

Comptroller
Open to the public. Bach-
elor Degree in Accounting, 
or Bachelor Degree in Busi-
ness with an Accounting Mi-
nor, or MBA in Accounting. 
CMA or CPA a plus. 
Minimum of 12 years account-
ing experience in casino and/or 
hospitality industry, of which 
four years experience in a senior 
accounting supervisory position. 
Strong knowledge of GAAP 
principals related to the ca-
sino and/or hospitality industry. 
Must have extensive computer 
experience using a variety of 
software packages; Microsoft 
Office Suite, Excel, Word, ac-
counting software systems, casi-
no player tracking systems, and 
hospitality point-of-sale sys-
tems. Knowledge of Microsoft 
Great Plains Financial Software, 
Aristocrat Slots/Player Track-
ing, and Opera/Micros Hos-
pitality Software is preferred. 
ing. Oversees financial state-
ment preparation and man-
agement reporting, internal 
controls, staff development 
and supervision and analysis.  
All other duties as assigned.  
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Jean Flamand shows Andre, Daniel and Tommy 
Wemigwans how to ski “old school.”

Tribal Youth Mattea Merrill demonstrates the 
proper way to fall on skis.

Andre Leaureaux points out 
how easy it is to go downhill.

Tribal Youth Tobias Pamp 
shows his skills on the 

obstacle course.

Tribal Youth Leader AJ Leaureaux 
takes a knee after a successful 

run on his snowboard.

Tribal Youth Angelo Leaureaux “busts a move” as 
he does his breakdance on skis.

Tribal Youth Andre Leaureaux and 
Daniel Wemigwans get a lift up the 

Caberfae Peaks ski hill.

Our ‘Nish Ski Team: Consuelo Gonzalez, Mattea Merrill, 
Kylie Fisher, Anastasia Lada, Tobias Pamp, Quenten Rolfes-

Johansen and Judy Pamp.

The thrill of victory turns into the agony of "da’ feet" as 
Anastasia Lada completes her downhill run.

Team Terrill-Leathers (Tracy, Jasmine and Rafael) take a 
break from the slopes.

The thermometer said 11 
degrees, but the warmth of a 
family outing was evident as 
the Youth LEAD Ski Trip at 
Caberfae Peaks Ski & Golf 
Resort near Cadillac, Mich. 
delivered winter excitement.

Youth and Families 
Recreational Specialist 
Consuelo Gonzalez had 34 
people from the Tribal com-
munity travel the 81-mile 
journey to the slopes. 

“I’m happy with the success 
of the Caberfae event and hope 
to see more people at some of our 
other events as well,” Gonzalez 
said. “We couldn’t do these 
trips without our families and I 
would like to say chi-miigwetch 
to those who have continued to 
attend and support our events!”

Ziibiwing Center Assistant 
Director Waabanoqua Judy 
Pamp brought her family 
members to Caberfae and 
wanted to thank Gonzalez, 
the LEAD Department and 
Tribal Council for providing a 
healthy family event.

“I was able to attend with 
my youngest son and two of 
my grandchildren,” Pamp said.  
“They spent the day learn-
ing new skills about skiing 
while spending precious time 
together as family and com-
munity members. I enjoyed the 
day helping my little ones while 
getting the opportunity to work 
on new regalia for my young-
est granddaughter while I sat in 
the lodge and watched my fam-
ily members joyfully slide down 
the snow covered hills. We are 
truly blessed in our community 
to have government leaders 
who continue to strengthen our 
families while broadening the 
life experiences of our youth. 
Mother Earth was covered by a 
blanket of beautiful white snow, 
and while she was resting, we 
rejuvenated our spirits in the 
beauty of nature and family.”

Tribal Risk Manager Tracy 
Terrill-Leathers joined her 
husband and daughter at the 
ski resort. 

“My daughter Jazzy loved 
skiing and she even went down 
the big hill,” Terrill-Leathers 
said. “Many families had 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day off 
as a holiday and I would like 
to thank the Tribe and LEAD 
department for putting on a 
great family outing!”

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 
Photojournalist

Youth LEAD Ski Trip at Caberfae provides winter excitement at its peak

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick


