
 
 

Please join us to hear an experienced prosecutor talk about how 
human trafficking has affected this very community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prosecutor Sara Woodward is the Human Trafficking and Project Safe Childhood Coordinator 

at the United States Attorney’s Office in Detroit.  She will talk about her recent federal 
prosecution of Willie Curry, who found his 15- and 16-year-old victims in Mt. Pleasant, 

Michigan, after they had run away from a group home.  Curry lured his victims to Detroit with 
promises of clothing and cell phones and, once there, beat and sexually assaulted his victims, 

forcing them into prostitution. 
 

Please come out to learn how this type of crime can affect our community, and how we can 
prevent it. 

 
 

 
For more information, please contact Tribal Victim/Witness Coordinator; Mandy Wigren (989)775-4810 
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Creating a Human Trafficking Strategic Plan to Protect and Heal Native Children and Youth

N A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  O F  J U V E N I L E  A N D  F A M I L Y  C O U R T  J U D G E S

Human trafficking is a crime in which people profit from the exploitation of others. 

Victims of human trafficking include children involved in the sex trade, adults over the 
age of 18 who are forced, coerced or deceived into commercial sex acts, and children 
and adults compelled into different forms of labor. Child and youth trafficking victims 
require a highly educated, loving, and carefully coordinated response by multiple 
individuals and agencies including parents, child welfare workers, foster care workers, 
law enforcement officers, medical workers, school administrators and teachers, 
attorneys, and the courts.

Children are particularly vulnerable to human trafficking. When dealing with trafficking 
cases, child safety must guide all efforts: child victims must be protected, physically 
and psychologically, from their traffickers and provided with placements and services 
specifically designed to address the trauma they have endured. Because every tribal 
community is different, it is not possible to create one plan that will work for everyone. 
Instead, each community needs to consider structures, processes, resources, size, 
community risk factors, and other things in order to come up with the most effective 
plan. This worksheet walks through several questions that prompt participants to make 
a plan that is in alignment with the needs and abilities of the community. Some things 
your community will be able to work on immediately. Others will take more time and 
might give ideas for potential grant applications or other funding requests for the 
future. Still others will require coordination with non-Native communities and agencies.
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1. Who in the community needs training on the definition and indicators of  
 human trafficking?

Indicators that trafficking might be happening:

•	 Does not attend school on a regular basis and/or has 
unexplained absences

•	 Frequently runs away from home

•	 Makes references to frequent travel to other cities

•	 Exhibits bruises or other signs of physical trauma, 
withdrawn behavior, depression, anxiety, or fear

•	 Shows signs of drug addiction

•	 Has coached/rehearsed responses to questions

•	 Has a sudden change in attire, personal hygiene, 
relationships, or material possessions

•	 Makes references to sexual situations or terminology 
that are not age appropriate

•	 Sudden delinquent conduct

•	 Has a “boyfriend” or “girlfriend” who is noticeably 
older and/or refusal to disclose the identity of the 
boyfriend or girlfriend

•	 Confusion about when and where they are

•	 Attempts to conceal recent scars or tattoos

Factors that make it difficult to identify victims:

•	 They may not identify themselves as victims

•	 They are ashamed or embarrassed for their family 
and/or community to find out

•	 They may feel extreme distrust of the system 

•	 They may have formed a trauma-bond with their 
trafficker

•	 Both victims and perpetrators are often skilled at 
concealing their situations

•	 It can be difficult to distinguish traffickers from victims 
because some victims “collaborate” to survive
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2. How will you train children and youth to be aware of what trafficking is and 
how to protect themselves?

One source that has good materials for teaching children about abuse and exploitation in general is:

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (http://www.missingkids.org/Safety)
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3. Are there any particular risk factors connected with your community that 
might draw traffickers into the area or cause locals to decide to get in-
volved with trafficking?

Examples:

•	 Economic Factors

•	 Rates of Substance Abuse

•	 Large Number of Kids Involved with Child Welfare

•	 Large Number of Runaways

•	 Outside Events

Vulnerability factors:

•	 50-80% of trafficking victims were involved with child 
welfare services at some point

•	 Minimal social support

•	 Poverty

•	 Limited Education

•	 Lack of work opportunities

•	 Run Away/Thrown Away/Homeless

•	 History of Previous Sexual Abuse

•	 Drug or Alcohol Addiction

•	 PTSD

•	 History of Truancy

•	 Physical, Mental, Emotional Health Challenges
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4. What agencies or individuals in your community need to create procedures 
to work together to protect youth and children?
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5. Does your tribe have human trafficking included in the tribal code? If so, 
how is it written? If not, how can it be included? If you do not have a  
written code, how can it be incorporated into your tribal justice system, 
both formal and informal?

Example from a Michigan state code:

If a minor has been recruited, enticed, harbored, 
transported, obtained, exploited, or maintained to 
engage in commercial sexual activity, a sexually explicit 
performance, or the production of pornography, then the 
minor is a victim of sex trafficking. MCL 750.462g. 

Common state standard:

Traffickers often use force, threats, violence, false 
promises, manipulation, lies, or other physical and 
psychological methods to control the victim. Unlike adult 
victims, however, any sexually exploited child under 18 is 
considered a victim of sex trafficking, even if there is no 
force, fraud or coercion.
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6. If your community has a court, does it have forms to file a trafficking  
petition? If no tribal court, does the court you would go to have these 
forms?
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7. Taking a minor into protective custody - what procedures and practices 
have been set up? Are they trauma-informed? What do you do when the 
child’s family/guardian is involved?
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8. How do you interview a minor?

Interviewers must be careful to use statements that do not blame the victim, and also choose terminology carefully. Not 
all victims will be comfortable being called a victim. Victims may not tell the truth as they could have been told by their 
trafficker that law enforcement will punish them, not help them. Victims may repeatedly tell lies or relate a rehearsed story.



Creating a Human Trafficking Strategic Plan to Protect and Heal Native Children and Youth

N A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  O F  J U V E N I L E  A N D  F A M I L Y  C O U R T  J U D G E S

9. What will you do if the minor is a runaway and you fear that they will run 
again?
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10. How will you address medical and mental health needs?

In all cases, a victim should receive a comprehensive medical examination as soon as possible. The comprehensive 
medical examination should include a behavioral/mental health screening, which may reveal evidence of post-traumatic 
stress, which could include: memory impairment, anxiety, depression, addictions, panic attacks, or phobias.
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11. How will you meet placement and treatment needs?

The needs of survivors of trafficking are typically very complex and need to address severe trauma, medical needs, 
safety concerns, shelter and other basic daily needs. All child victims of human trafficking must be placed within a safe 
environment and receive appropriate services. The physical and mental stability of the child must be continuously 
assessed throughout the child’s placement and treatment. Strict confidentiality is necessary to prevent the trafficker from 
obtaining information on the child’s whereabouts. 
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12. What are some alternatives to punitive law enforcement measures?

Traffickers solicit children to engage in illegal acts like prostitution, selling or transporting drugs, and committing other 
crimes. Even though these acts are illegal, the victims are not guilty of a crime because they are under the control of the 
trafficker. Only if necessary to ensure a victim’s separation from the trafficker or for successful treatment should a juvenile 
delinquency proceeding be initiated.



 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN IN THE UNITED STATES 

A FACT SHEET FOR SCHOOLS 
What Is Human Trafficking?  
Human trafficking is a serious federal crime with penalties of up to imprisonment for life. Federal law defines 
"severe forms of trafficking in persons” as: "(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by 
force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or 
(B) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt 
bondage, or slavery." [U.S.C. §7102(8)]  

In short, human trafficking is a form of modern slavery. Those who recruit minors into commercial sexual 
exploitation (or prostitution) violate federal anti-trafficking laws, even if there is no force, fraud, or coercion. 

What Is the Extent of Human Trafficking in the United States? 

An unknown number of U.S. citizens and legal residents are trafficked within the country for sexual servitude 
and forced labor. Contrary to a common assumption, human trafficking is not just a problem in other countries. 
Cases of human trafficking have been reported in all 50 states, Washington D.C., and the U.S. territories. 
Victims of human trafficking can be children or adults, U.S. citizens or foreign nationals, male or female. 

Common examples of identified child trafficking cases include: 

• Commercial sex 

• Stripping 

• Pornography 

• Forced begging 

• Magazine crews 

• Au pairs or nannies 

• Restaurant work 

• Hair and nail salons 

• Agricultural work 

• Drug sales and cultivation 

How Does Human Trafficking Affect Our Schools? 

Trafficking can involve school-age youth, particularly those made vulnerable by challenging family situations, 
and can take a variety of forms including forced labor, domestic servitude, and commercial sexual exploitation. 

The children at risk are not just high school students—pimps or traffickers are known to prey on victims as 
young as 9. Traffickers may target minor victims through social media websites, telephone chat-lines, after-
school programs, at shopping malls and bus depots, in clubs, or through friends or acquaintances who recruit 
students on school campuses. 

How Do I Identify a Victim of Human Trafficking?  

Indicators that school staff and administrators should be aware of concerning a potential victim: 

• Demonstrates an inability to attend school on a regular basis and/or has unexplained absences 

• Frequently runs away from home  

• Makes references to frequent travel to other cities 

• Exhibits bruises or other signs of physical trauma, withdrawn behavior, depression, anxiety, or fear 

• Lacks control over his or her schedule and/or identification or travel documents 

• Is hungry, malnourished, deprived of sleep, or inappropriately dressed (based on weather conditions or 
surroundings) 



• Shows signs of drug addiction 

• Has coached/rehearsed responses to questions 

Additional signs that may indicate sex trafficking include: 

• Demonstrates a sudden change in attire, personal hygiene, relationships, or material possessions  

• Acts uncharacteristically promiscuous and/or makes references to sexual situations or terminology that are 
beyond age-specific norms  

• Has a “boyfriend” or “girlfriend” who is noticeably older  

• Attempts to conceal recent scars 

Additional signs that may indicate labor trafficking include: 

• Expresses need to pay off a debt 

• Expresses concern for family members’ safety if he or she shares too much information 

• Works long hours and receives little or no payment 

• Cares for children not from his or her own family 

How Do I Report a Suspected Incidence of Human Trafficking? 

• In the case of an immediate emergency, call your local police department or emergency access number. 

• To report suspected human trafficking crimes or to get help from law enforcement, call toll-free (24/7) 1-
866-347-2423 or submit a tip online at www.ice.gov/tips.  

• To report suspected trafficking crimes, get help, or learn more about human trafficking from a 
nongovernmental organization, call the toll-free (24/7) National Human Trafficking Resource Center at 1-
888-373-7888.  

• To report sexually exploited or abused minors, call the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children’s (NCMEC) hotline at 1-800-THE-LOST, or report incidents at http://www.cybertipline.org. 

Resources and Publications 
One of the best ways to help combat human trafficking is to raise awareness and learn more about how to 
identify victims.  For 20 ways you can help fight human trafficking, click here.  

Information on human trafficking can also be found on the following Web sites: 

• Department of Homeland Security Blue Campaign 

• National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

• National Human Trafficking Resource Center 

• Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools Technical Assistance Center 

• United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Victims of Human Trafficking & Other Crimes 
 

NOTE: This fact sheet contains resources, including Web sites, created by a variety of outside organizations. The resources are 
provided for the user's convenience and inclusion does not constitute an endorsement, by the U.S. Department of Education of any 
views, products, or services offered or expressed therein. All Web sites were accessed on January 7, 2013. 

U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Safe and Healthy Students 

400 Maryland Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20202 

www.ed.gov 

http://www.ice.gov/tips
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview
http://www.missingkids.com/CyberTipline
http://www.missingkids.com/CyberTipline
http://www.cybertipline.org/
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/id/help/index.htm
http://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/share-resources
http://www.ncmec.org/
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview
http://rems.ed.gov/display.aspx?page=additional_resources_Exploitation-HumanTrafficking
http://rems.ed.gov/display.aspx?page=additional_resources_Exploitation-HumanTrafficking
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html
http://www.uscis.gov/humantrafficking
http://www.ed.gov/












































 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Human Trafficking 101 for School 
Administrators and Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Human Trafficking? 
 
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery and involves 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion to exploit a person 
for labor or commercial sex.  

 
 Every year, millions of men, women, and children 

are trafficked in countries around the world – 
including the United States. Many of these victims 
are lured with false promises of financial or 
emotional security; instead, they are forced or 
coerced into commercial sex (prostitution), domestic 
servitude, or other types of forced labor.  
 

 Any minor under the age of 18 who is induced to 
perform a commercial sex act is a victim of human 
trafficking according to U.S. law, regardless of 
whether there is force, fraud, or coercion. 
Increasingly, criminal organizations such as gangs are 
luring children from local schools into commercial 
sexual exploitation or trafficking.  

 
Human trafficking is different from human smuggling.  

 
 Human smuggling involves bringing (or attempting 

to bring) a person into a country in violation of 
immigration or other laws.  Human trafficking is the 
exploitation of a person for sex or labor. Human 
trafficking does not require movement or transport 
across borders – the exploitation is what makes the 
person a victim.  

Who are the Victims? Who is at Risk?  
 
Victims of trafficking can be any age, race, gender, or 
nationality, including U.S. citizens.  
 
 Trafficking victims can be men or women, boys or girls, 

U.S. citizens or foreign nationals. Human trafficking can 
involve school-age youth, particularly those made 
vulnerable by unstable family situations, or who have little 
or no social support. The children at risk are not just high 
school students – studies show that the average age a child 
is trafficked into the commercial sex trade is between 11 
and14 years old.  
 

 Traffickers may target young victims through social media 
websites, telephone chat-lines, after school programs, on 
the streets, at shopping malls, in clubs, or through other 
students who are used by the traffickers to recruit other 
victims.  In fact, a person can be trafficked without ever 
leaving his or her hometown. 
 

 Child trafficking can take a variety of forms including 
commercial sexual exploitation (prostitution), or forced 
labor. Those who recruit minors for the purpose of 
commercial sex are violating U.S. anti-trafficking laws, 
even if there is no force, fraud, or coercion.   
 

 

 

Did You Know?  
 

 Each year, as many as 100,000-300,000 American children are at risk of being trafficked for 
commercial sex in the United States. 
 

 The average age a girl enters the commercial sex trade is 12-14 years old.  For boys, it’s even 
younger – just 11-13 years old. 

 

Sources:  U.S. Department of Justice, National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 



  

 

For more information, training, and resources, please visit www.dhs.gov/BlueCampaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Should I Do?  
 
If you suspect that a person may be a victim of human trafficking, please call the Homeland Security Investigations Tip Line at  
1-866-347-2423 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week, in over 300 languages and dialects) or submit a tip online at www.ice.gov/tips.  
 
You may also call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center at 1-888-373-7888 to get help or connect with a service  
provider in your area. The Center is not a law enforcement or immigration authority and is operated by a  
non-governmental organization.  
 
Non-law enforcement personnel should never attempt to directly confront a suspected trafficker or rescue a suspected victim.  
Doing so could put both your and the victim’s safety at risk.  By immediately informing law enforcement of your suspicions, you  
can safely assist in the recovery of the victim and the dismantling of the trafficking operation. 
  
School administrators and staff who suspect a trafficking incident should follow their school district’s established protocol for such matters.  
Schools that do not have such procedures in place should consider adopting a formal protocol on how to identify the indicators and report 
suspected cases to law enforcement. Your protocol should be developed in collaboration with school district leadership; federal and/or local  
law enforcement; mental health, child welfare, or victim services providers; and other appropriate community partners.   
 

How Do I Identify Human Trafficking? 
 

Human trafficking can often go unnoticed, even by individuals interacting with a victim on a regular basis. Recognizing the 
“red flags,” or indicators, can help alert school administrators and staff to a human trafficking situation. Recognizing the signs 
is the first step in identifying potential victims.  No single indicator is necessarily proof of human trafficking. 
  
Behavior or Physical State:  

 Does the student have unexplained absences from school, or has the student demonstrated an inability to attend school on a 
regular basis? 

 Has the student suddenly changed his or her usual attire, behavior, or relationships?  
 Does the student suddenly have more (and/or more expensive) material possessions? 
 Does the student chronically run away from home? 
 Does the student act fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense, or nervous and paranoid?  

 Does the student defer to another person to speak for him or her, especially during interactions with school authority figures 
(this may include an adult described by the student as a relative, but may also be a friend or boyfriend/girlfriend)? 

 Does the student show signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, physical restraint, confinement, or other serious pain or 
suffering?  

 Has the student been deprived of food, water, sleep, medical care, or other life necessities?  

 Is the student in possession of his or her own identification documents (e.g. student identification card, driver’s license, or 
passport), or does someone else have them?   

 
Social Behavior:  
 Does the student have a “boyfriend” or “girlfriend” who is noticeably older?  

 Is the student engaging in uncharacteristically promiscuous behavior, or making references to sexual situations or terminology 
that are beyond age-specific norms? 

 Can the student freely contact friends, family, or his or her legal guardian?  
 
These indicators are just a few that may alert you to a potential human trafficking situation. While no single indicator is 
necessarily proof of human trafficking, you can use this information to help you recognize relevant suspicious behavior(s) and 
take appropriate action. 
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