
F I L M  S C R E E N I N G S
Part of the CMU International Film Festival 

Sponsored by Ziibiwing and the MIIBS Committee

I  AM GIT XSAN 
A Film by Hossein Mar tin Fazeli

Wednesday, April  9, 2025 •  5:30 p.m.
“I Am Gitxsan” follows Phoenix Apperloo, a recent high school graduate reconnecting with his 
Indigenous heritage in Hazelton, British Columbia, Canada. Inspired by encounters with residential 
school survivors, he writes a heartfelt letter to Prime Minister Trudeau about the injustices faced by his 
people.

The documentary highlights the impact of colonialism on the Gitxsan community, featuring insights 
from experts like Dr Gabor Maté and showcasing their resilience through protests and legal actions. It 
culminates with a moving message of hope and determination, emphasizing the power of the Gitxsan 
people’s enduring spirit, the beauties of their culture, and their commitment to future generations.

SUGARC ANE
National Geographic Documentar y Films

Thursday, April  10, 2025 •  5:30 p.m.
A stunning tribute to the resilience of Native people and their way of life, SUGARCANE, the debut 
feature documentary from Julian Brave NoiseCat and Emily Kassie, is an epic cinematic portrait of a 
community during a moment of international reckoning.

In 2021, evidence of unmarked graves was discovered on the grounds of an Indian residential 
school run by the Catholic Church in Canada. After years of silence, the forced separation, assimilation 
and abuse many children experienced at these segregated boarding schools was brought to light, 
sparking a national outcry against a system designed to destroy Indigenous communities. Set amidst a 
groundbreaking investigation, SUGARCANE illuminates the beauty of a community breaking cycles of 
intergenerational trauma and finding the strength to persevere.

For more information, please contact: Marcella Hadden at MLHadden@sagchip.org or 989.775.4751

Shown at Ziibiwing —  Pizza and popcorn 
*Pizza donated by SECR and Nbakade Family Restaurant.


