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SCIT breaks ground for Native Farmers Market PaV|I|on

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe of Michigan leaders, local
officials, and the U.S. Dept.
of Agriculture representatives
came together to break ground
for the Native Farmers Market
Pavilion on Tuesday, June
16 on the northeast corner of
Broadway and Leaton roads in
Mount Pleasant, Mich.

In an effort to provide sup-
port to Native American com-
munities in 18 states, the USDA
awarded SCIT a $200,000 Rural
Business Enterprise Grant for
the new pavilion in July 2014.

CMS&D Surveying/
Engineering, Case Architecture,
Inc. and the Native Farmers
Market Committee developed
plans for a 40 x 50 pavilion,
which involves a sidewalk and
parking lot.

“Along time ago, there used to
be a farm where the new pavilion
will be built,” said Tribal Chief
Steven Pego in a press release.
“So, it’s fitting that it should be in
the same location.”

The goal for completion is
July 2015.

McGuire Sand-Gravel and
Mark Garber Builders, both out
of Mount Pleasant, are operating
the construction.

The market's objective is
to provide fresh, seasonal,
and locally grown produce to
the community. Items such as
honey, maple syrup, wild rice
and eggs will be just a few of
the items available.

“Mother Nature is awe-
some,” Pego said at the occa-
sion. “I’'m so happy for this
pavilion and that we are break-
ing ground today.”

USDA  Michigan  State
Director James Turner was in
attendance and said the project
draws upon Michigan’s biodiver-
sity and rich cultural heritage to
promote economic growth.

“The USDA works with
Sovereign Nations in Michigan
and Native American citizens to
make sure tribal communities
have the same ability to thrive
and prosper as other communi-
ties,” Turner said.

Since 2009, USDA Rural
Development has provided $1.1
million in loans and $1.8 million
in grants to support 35 local food-
related projects in Michigan.

SCIT  Public  Relations
Manager Marcella ~ Hadden
played a major role in the farmers
market development.

“This year is the third year the
Native Farmers Market is up and
running,” Hadden said. “There is
still a lot to do and a lot of growth

needs to happen. I love doing
this... This market displays the
relationship between the grower
and the product. Customers can
see the grower face-to-face,
and this brings back the Native
traditional way of life and eat-
ing healthier.”

Hadden, Helping Healer
Beatrice Jackson and Roxanne
Swade presented a traditional
tobacco and water ceremony at
7:30 a.m. prior to the ground
breaking.

The water was sang and prayed
for, and put back to Mother Earth
to give thanks while asking that
the pavilion will prosper in a
good way.

“We also laid our saama down
and said a prayer for the beautiful
day and gave thanks for the bless-
ing we received from the USDA
and Tribal Council to have such

Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck
USDA Michigan State Director James Turner (center) joins Tribal
Council for the Native Farmers Market Pavilion ground breaking

at the corner of Broadway and Leaton roads on June 16.

a beautiful pavilion built that
will provide healthy food for
our  membership/community,”
Hadden said.

Kali Fox, regional manager for
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, presented
Chief Pego with a certificate.

The Native Farmers Market
Committee  involves:  Leah
Markel, Nimkee health educa-
tor; Sally Van Cise, nutritionist;
Toni Smith, wellness coordina-
tor; Damian Fisher, Tribal elder;
Jessica DeVerney-McLaughlin,
strategic grant specialist; Mary
Pelcher, Tribal College extension
office project coordinator; and
Angela Peters, Anishinaabe lan-
guage revitalization director.

Seven vendors are cur-
rently signed up for the Native
Farmers Market. Interested ven-
dors may contact the PR depart-
ment at 989-775-4059.

Chief Pego joins delegation to bring back ancestral
human remains for repatrlatlon

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Ever since the Nibokaan
Cemetery was established in 1995
for the explicit purpose of rebury-
ing repatriated Native American
ancestral human remains and
associated funerary objects, a sit-
ting Tribal Chief has never per-
sonally retrieved those items.

This repatriation became his-
tory for the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe of Michigan on a
national level as this is the first
time a sitting tribal chief has trav-
eled to several locations to bring
ancestors home.

A repatriation team consist-
ing of Tribal Chief Steven Pego,
his wife Mae Pego, Ziibiwing

Center Director Shannon
Martin,  Ziibiwing  Curator
William Johnson and Tribal
Elders  Thomasine  “Ruby”

MeShawboose and Charmaine

Shawana made a journey to New
York City; Toledo, Ohio; and
Dearborn, Mich.

The story of their journey
and the May 22 repatriation
garnered regional and national
media attention from Indian
Country Today, USA Today, and
the Detroit Free Press.

Chief Pego said the mission
was to repatriate 41 ances-
tral human remains from the
American Museum of Natural
History of New York City,
one ancestor from the Toledo
Zoological Society and one
ancestor from the Dearborn
Historical Museum during
May 18-22.

Ziibiwing has been work-
ing diligently on behalf of SCIT,
and in cooperation with the
Michigan Anishinaabek Cultural
Preservation &  Repatriation
Alliance (MACPRA), to bring
home ancestors and their

associated funerary objects from
the numerous museums, univer-
sities and institutions across the
country since the passage of the
1990 Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA).

“Three months before we
went on the trip, Elder George
Martin, as the Grandpa Chief
of the Midewiwin Society,

Courtesy of Esther Helms
(Photographed left to right) Tribal Chief Steven Pego speaks with
Detroit Free Press reporter John Carlisle about his journey on
bringing our ancestors home as SCIT Public Relations Manager
Marcella Hadden and Ogimaakwe Mae Pego look on.

makes the decisions for
Michigan, along with myself
as a Midewiwin Chief, and we
were chosen to be spiritual advi-
sors for bringing our ancestors
home,” Chief Pego said.

When he and his wife were
asked to take the trip to New York
City, Chief Pego was honored.
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March 1, 1976 - July 18, 2013

You are in our memories and our hearts
every day. We love you and miss you.

-Mom, Dad, Anthony and Montana

Betty Joan Webkamigad
Feb. 11, 1941 - May 25, 2015

Betty Joan Webkamigad was born Feb. 11, 1941, the daughter
of the late Charles and Elizabeth Pamp, and passed away May
25,2015 at the age of 74.

She was a lifelong educator and activist for American
Indian people and many credit her with helping them to
achieve academic success.

She was a fierce defender of Anishinaabe culture, lan-
guages and religion. She helped to pass the Native American
Languages Act of 1990. She also marched to Washington on
“The Longest Walk” and helped to get the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act of 1978 passed.

She was a proud Ojibwe, Potawatomi, Odawa and Midewin
woman of the Eagle Clan.

Her great loves were her grandchildren, powwows, the
Red Wings and her alma mater, Lansing Eastern High School
Class of 'S9.

She was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Judith
Pamp; brother, Charles Mouz Pamp; niece, Shiloh Soney Alvis.

Surviving to cherish her memory are her daughter,
Bedahbin Webkamigad; sons, Anung and Mang Webkamigad
and Morgan Pope; grandchildren, Zhaawosh, Bess and
Ewaaseset Bardy and Ian Pope; nephews, Miengun (Melissa)
Auzhibek and Che Pamp; brothers, Paul (Valorie) Johnson
and Terry (Tari) Wareham; and many other beloved relatives.

A funeral service was held 11 a.m. on Friday, May 29,
2015 at Dhammasala Forest Monastery-Buddhist Temple,
14780 Beardslee, Perry, MI.

For those desiring, contributions may be made in memory of B
Joan to Children’s Miracle Network c/o Sparrow Hospital, PO Box
30480, Lansing, MI 48909.

T
The Native
Farmers Market

R
' \‘f\ Every Tuesday Starting
ATIVE ARMERS June 2 to Oct. 13, 2015

VM E D YZEm Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Market will be held at the Housing Pavilion until
the new pavilion on Broadway and Leaton Roads is
finished. Completion date is slated for mid-July.

For questions and registration forms, please contact:
Marcella Hadden, interim market master at 989.775.4059

Check out the
Tribal Observer

ONLINE

www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver
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Wilma Jane Gionet
Jan. 24, 1950 - June 8, 2015

Gionet, Wilma Jane, 65, of Harrietta, Mich., passed away
Monday, June 8, 2015, at her home.

Wilma was born on Jan. 24, 1950, in
Clare, Mich., the daughter of Andrew
and Isabella (Koon) Jackson. She mar-
ried Lairy O. Gionet on April 29, 1969,
in Sherman.

Wilma had worked for the Cherry
Growers Association and previously
Nish-Na-Be-Anong in Traverse City,
Mich. She was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe. Wilma enjoyed playing bingo.

Wilma is survived by her husband Lairy Gionet of
Harrietta; her son Warren David Gionet of Fife Lake; her
brother Andrew Jackson of Mount Pleasant; her sisters Zilda
A. Jackson of Benzonia, Norma Rapp of Mount Pleasant, and
Wanda Lautner of Traverse City.

Wilma was preceded in death by her parents; brothers
Bernard James Jackson, Lamont Jackson, Maurice Jackson,
Ronald Jackson, Wilmont Jackson and Raymond Jackson.

Funeral Services for Wilma were held at 2 p.m. on Friday,
June 12, 2015, at Clark Family Funeral Chapel with Rev.
Owen White-Pigeon officiating.

Joshua Mark VanHorn
June 7, 1980 - June 16, 2015

VanHorn, Joshua Mark, 35, of Mount Pleasant passed away
Tuesday, June 16, 2015, in Mount Pleasant.

Joshua was born June 7, 1980, in
Carson City, Mich., the son of Jack
and Eleanore (Bailey) VanHorn. He
graduated from Ithaca High School.

Joshua worked as a bellman for
the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort.

He was a member of the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe. Joshua
enjoyed tubing and being on the
water and watching sports. He espe-
cially loved spending time with his
daughter Carleigh Grace VanHorn.

He is survived by his significant other Heidi Tugen and
her son Noah; daughter Carleigh Grace VanHorn of Alma,
Mich.; and special daughter Michayla Eitzen of Ithaca, Mich.;
mother Eleanore Bailey-VanHorn of Mount Pleasant; father
Jack VanHorn of Ithaca; brothers Adam VanHorn of Mount
Pleasant and Samuel VanHorn of Ithaca.

Joshua was preceded in death by his grandparents; his aunt
Gloria VanHorn, his uncle Kevin Banister, his cousins Frank
A. Bailey and Carrie Kerns.

Funeral services for Joshua were held at 2 p.m. on Monday, June
22, at 2 p.m. at the Tribal Gym with Pastor Doyle Perry officiating.

Public Notice

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en-
forcement services under 638 Contract with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's.

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart-
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to :

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland
justin.wendland@bia.gov | 701-250-4545
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Helen Marie Reed
Sept. 15, 1940 - June 17, 2015

Reed, Helen Marie, 74, of Mount Pleasant, Mich. passed
away Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at MidMichigan Medical
Center-Midland.

Helen was born Sept. 15, 1940,
in Mount Pleasant, the daughter of
George and Emma (Peters) Slater.
She graduated from Mount Pleasant
High School in the Class of 1959.
Helen married L.E. Reed Sr. on June
27, 1959, in Mount Pleasant.

She was employed for 20 years with Giantway Warehouse.
Helen was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.
She enjoyed traveling and loved the casino, bingo and poker.
Family was of utmost importance to Helen and she enjoyed
most of all spending time with them.

Helen is survived by her husband, L.E. Reed Sr. of Mount
Pleasant; her three children, L.E. Reed, Jr. (Susan), Jeffery
Reed (Kathy), and Leon Reed (Michelle), all of Mount
Pleasant; seven grandchildren, Amanda Flaugher, L.E. Reed
III, Kyle Reed, Ashley Reed, Heidi Reed, Garrett Reed, and
Jacob Reed; six great-grandchildren; three brothers Allen Slater
(Cheryl) of Sanford, Gerald Slater and George Slater (Deb),
both of Mount Pleasant; three sisters Sharon Matthews (Ralph)
of Mount Pleasant, Bonnie Cantu (Fred Sr.) of Mount Pleasant,
and Colleen Sisco (David) of Lake.

Helen was preceded in death by her parents; infant brother
Freeman; sisters Loraine Kennedy, Sandra Boyce, and Kelly
David; and infant twin Elizabeth.

Funeral Services for Helen were held at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
June 20, 2015, at the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Gym with Fred
Cantu Jr. officiating.

PLEASE REPORT ALL

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS

To the Saginaw Chippewa
Tribal Police Department

‘ Dispatch: 989.775.4700
&Y Tip Line: 989.775.4775

ATTENTION

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw

Veteran & Warrior Society Members

Now Recruiting New Members

Meetings Will be Held

The 1% Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room
Time: 6 p.m. | For More Information: 775-4175

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police

6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI
TEL: 989-775-4700

Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program
promoting safe firearm handling and storage
practices through the distribution of free, cable-style
locks. We are doing our part to promote safe
storage, but we need your help! Call for details!

ST\

LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. v - i i ;=

OWNIT?

F [
RESPECT IT.SECURE IT.

Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule July 2015

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
gam Aqua Fit Aqua Fit Aqua Fit
o Sharon Sharon Sharon
i Womer.1 Welght Suspension Training | Warrior Wednesday Womer.1 Welght Turbo Kick
12:10 p.m. Training Training
Jayme Jaden Jayme
Jayme Jayme
1:10 p.m. Turbo Kick
Jayme
5:10 p.m. Fat Blast Kick & §tep
Jayme Jeni
. Belly Dance
5:30 p.m. Deanna
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final list of Candidates

Sept. 15 | Final Candidate List Posted

Election Timeline
2015 Primary & General Elections

Aug. 6 - Sept. 4 | Candidate Packets available at the Tribal Clerk’s Office
(Note: The Clerk’s Office will be closed on Monday-Labor Day, Sept. 7, 2015.)

Sept. 4 | Deadline for Candidates to turn in Petitions
Sept. 11 | Last day to register to vote for the Primary Election

Sept. 14 | Deadline for Candidates to meet all aspects of the qualifications to be place on the

Sept. 18 | Absentee Ballots for Primary Election available in the office and mailed
Oct. 2 | Last day to register to vote for the General Election

Oct. 12 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines

Oct. 13 | Primary Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m.

Oct. 16 | Absentee Ballots for General Election available in the office and mailed

Nov. 2 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines

Nov. 3 | General Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m.

For additional information, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s Office at 989-775-4054.

Repatriation

continued from front page

“They wanted to fly us out there, but we wanted to
drive out there with the rest of the team to experience the
feeling of bringing them back personally,” he said. “It was
an adventure and a long ride, and we made it to New York
and saw how big the museum is.”

The American Museum of Natural History, located in
Manbhattan, is one of the largest in the world. The museum
complex has 27 buildings that cover two city blocks and
boasts 45 permanent exhibition halls, in addition to a plan-
etarium and a library.

“You could feel the heavy-hearted spirit of our ances-
tors and the articles they had displayed,” Chief Pego said.
“They had pipes, Midewiwin pelts and other sacred items
that you know belonged to not only our Tribe, but tribes
across the country... These are spiritual items that were
used in ceremonies back in the day and they are displayed
in this disrespectful manner. It made us wonder whose
family the items belong to.”

He said the ancestors would experience deep sadness
for losing their spiritual items.

“What would it be like if I passed on and my artifacts
were displayed at a museum like this, how would my fam-
ily feel about it?” he said. “I know someone would speak
up and say you can’t display my daddy’s stuff like that: I

know these items belong to others and there is a way other
tribes can identify them and take their items home to their
tribe like we are doing.”

He said he mentioned to Martin the next goal should
be to bring back those articles that belonged to ancestors.

Even though there are no names on the articles, Chief
Pego believes the spirit will lead, and the truth will win
out and those spiritual items will find their way home. He
personally witnessed Ogitchedaw drums in the museum’s
possession with markings that go back to the 1600s.

“I have the greatest respect for the Ziibiwing repatria-
tion team and the work that MACPRA and NAGPRA do
to get the ancestors returned to their home,” he said tear-
fully. “This takes a lot of hard work and traveling across
the country. This work also takes a lot of energy because
your spirit is so involved with the responsibility of bring-
ing them back. You know how it feels when you leave your
home and you just want to get back. So can you imagine
how the ancestors long to get back home to the earth...
that place where they belong?”’

The journey of repatriation for him and his wife was
like how they feel when completing Midewiwin ceremo-
nies, he said.

“You feel exhausted in mind, body, and spirit, but you
also feel a sense of doing those good things that are people
have done for centuries,” he said. “But you know in your
heart it was the right thing to do.”

July 24™
David Perez Sr.

Happy
Birthday

Sweetie
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You can Qu |t!

We can help!

1-800-QUIT-NOW
1-800-784-8669
www.michigan.gov/tobacco

Funded by the Michigan Department of Community Healtl

Services of the Quitline

Coaching-motivation and tips to help you quit
Educational materials

Referrals to local programs

Online coaching

Text-messaging

Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify

SO0 00

Are you a SCIT Community
Member between the ages
of 15 & 257

Have you attended drug or alcohol
treatment? We want to hear about
your experiences and opinions.

You are invited to participate in a
qualitative research study and receive a

$25 Tim Horton’s gift card.

Participation includes a one to two hour
interview at an agreed upon time and place.
Your participation will be confidential.

If you are interested in participating:
Please contact Kehli Henry at:
henrylka@msu.edu or call or text989.307.1414

If someone you know may be interested in participating,
please give them my name and contact information.

““This study is being conducted with permission

from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council.

A message from Nimkee Executive Health Director Karmen Fox:

Report Suspicious
or Criminal Activity!

Nimkee Clinic has a new logo, the Saginaw Chippewa Health
Board and Matthew Wright from the Tribal Observer worked
together to create this beautiful design.

Nimkee Clinic wants to leave their mark wherever they go; it
was something the staff really wanted when I came onboard in
September. The staff are really excited about the logo, the col-
ors will be incorporated into the building during the renovation
process. Nimkee Clinic hasn’t confirmed a starting date but the
approval was passed by Tribal Council. The renovation process
throughout the building will be will completed in phases. Watch
for periodical updates as the project moves forward.

Do Your Part In Stopping Crime!

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting
the Future of Your Community!

Protecting your children, family, community
and future should be a priority!

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police
Dispatch: 989-775-4700
Tip Line: 989-775-4775

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement)
Tip Line: 989-779-9697
Anonymous and Confidential

Nimkee Clinic has extended hours:
* Monday-Friday: Open at 7:30 a.m.

for pharmacy, labs and Contract Health Services
* Tuesday evenings: Open until 8 p.m.

for walk-in appointments
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Chief

Steven Pego, District 1
Sub-Chief

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1

Treasurer
Shelly Bailey, District 1

Secretary
Sandy Sprague, District 1

Sergeant At-Arms
Ron Nelson, District 2
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Chip Neyome, District 1
Council Member
Tim J. Davis, District 1

Council Member
Michele Stanley, District 3

Seve Grandfather Teachii

. ~ Wisdom
To live Wl’[h wisdom is to acquire and use
experiences as guides for making equitable and
mature decisions.

agi » ~ Love
To live our lives with love is to understand our

capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the
needs of others,

lend ~ Respect

To live with respect is to give mutual
consideration for shared and differing ideas as
well as for the world around us.

_ ~ Bravery
To be brave and have courage is to recognize our
moral and mental strength and to do what is
appropriate.

~ Honesty

To be honest is to recognize that we have the
ab1llty to ]lue our lives with honor and integrity.
lendi ~ Humility
To live with humility is to recognize that we are
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to
have our success rewarded and to put others
before ourselves,

~ Truth

To live in truth is to recognize the difference
between right and wrong and to be faithful to
ourselves as well as the world around us even
when the right way is not the easiest way.

&
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NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

During Earth Day on Wednesday, April 22, the Saginaw
Chippewa Youth Council planted a white pine tree for
sobriety and wellness in the community.

“The daily growth of the tree represents community
members, and showcases the daily struggle for those with
addictions,” said Tonya Jackson, Youth Council advisor.

The tree was planted in front of the Nimkee Public
Health entrance.

Youth Council, Tribal Chief Steven Pego, Council
Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig, SCIT Public Relations
representatives, and Nimkee Clinic employees were
in attendance.

Kenson Taylor, social director for Youth Council,
hopes the tree brings happiness to the community.
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.\Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck
Tribal Council and SCIT representatives attend
the Youth Council white pine tree planting.

“We (plant this tree) in a good way where our people
come to get well,” Taylor said to those in attendance.
“Miigwetch for joining Tribal Council, Youth Council
and our community as we plant our gift of life.”

Tribal youth Hart and Wemigwans to attend
Florida baseball training

KATHY HART
Contributing Writer

Youth Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Members and cousins
Charles Hart and Thomas Wemigwans Jr. were invited to
attend the national baseball tryouts in Adrian, Mich. for the
Baseball Factory.

Hart and Wemigwans were chosen to attend a select
training and competition at Pirate City in Bradenton, Fla.

The training will take place Nov. 12-15, 2015 and
include:

* Nine to 10 hours of on-field time per day, 11 to12 hour
commitment total per day.

» Competing in games and scrimmages against players
from 15 states.

* Training with instructors as well as the Pirates City
roving instructors.

* One coach for every four to five players.

* The cost is $2,299, which includes all amenities

(room, board, meals, uniform, laundry, local transporta-
tion) for Hart at the event. Airfare is not included.

Baseball Factory helps build the most complete stu-
dent athletes on and off the field. By providing world-
class instruction, life-changing experiences, and new
opportunities, they help student athletes achieve their
dreams of playing college baseball.

This is a great opportunity for these boys to improve
their baseball skills, and they are pretty excited to have
been chosen to participate in this training and competition.

A fundraiser will be scheduled to offset the cost
for the boys’ trip. A spaghetti and salad dinner may be
held Wednesday, July 1 or Wednesday, July 15, at the
Faith Indian Church of Nazarene.

Araffle will be held for a beautifully beaded Detroit
Tigers pendant with approval. Tickets for the pendant
are one for $5 or four for $10. The drawing will be
held at the end of July.

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
and the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police

want to remind you to

BUCKI

SAGINAW CHIPPEWA

% BOLICE

Tribal Observer Advertising

Tribal Observer

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month.
To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org.
To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055.
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone.

Submissions from the Tribal community
are encouraged and can be sent to:

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
c/o Tribal Observer

7070 E. Broadway Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

MNarive American Journalists Association

Subscription rates are $30 per year.

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process.

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968.

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at
989-775-4010 for more information.

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to

Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20.

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter

to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines.

Tribal Observer Subscription Form

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT.

Name:
Address:

City:

Please mail form to:
Tribal Observer

Attn: Subscriptions

7070 E. Broadway Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

State: Zip code:

Contact Information:

Phone: 989-775-4010
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver
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New Mexico Native Cartoonist Ricardo Caté to be featured at NativeFest

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Out of all of the Native artists
and cartoonists in the U.S., only
one is currently working and
developing new material every
day... his name is Ricardo Caté.

As a Native cartoonist who
has worked for the Santa Fe
New Mexican newspaper for
the last eight years, Caté is also
a father, a teacher, a film maker,
a stand-up comic and keeper
of his Kewa (Santo Domingo

Pueblo) heritage.
His cartoon “Without
Reservations” reaches more

than 60,000 people daily.

“Just like with all Native car-
toon characters, I drew the reg-
ular warrior characters and...
I came up with my character,
The Chief,” Caté said. “Just
like the westerns that had the
cavalry and the Indians, I had
a (George Armstrong) Custer-
looking character who wasn’t
Custer because I didn’t want
to be limited with The General
and how I used him. I'm glad I
took that approach because The
Chief could be the chief of any

plains tribe. In looking back at
it, 'm glad I never gave The
Chief character a distinct tribe
because that would have had
limits also.”

As the story lines in his daily
cartoon progressed, more than
five years ago Caté knew that
his character The Chief repre-
sented Natives everywhere and
where The General represented
the so-called dominant culture
and the comic foil of the strip.

“The character of The Chief
may not have all the answers
for his people, but he is a trust-
worthy leader all the same,”
he said. “The conversations
between the two become pretty
dynamic and it’s very cool to
watch it and see what tran-
spires. That’s where it kind of
takes on a life of its own.”

Caté has the similar chal-
lenges that many Hollywood
actors and filmmakers endure
with stereotypes. The bias
is still a part of the cartoon
industry.

“That’s what my cartoon is
based on; where I use feathers
and loin cloths in the strip, but
that’s not what my cartoons are

[Eacly tribal police.|

Jou wese gallopin
" c\+\’|>+hnj zone,
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Tts when my
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Cight out o?hijl’\
school, thus
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Mom, clo you
even Know
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Cartoonist Ricardo Caté, from Kewa (Santo Domingo Pueblo), will be performing

during Ziibiwing Center’s NativeFest on the July 22 Music and Comedy Night. On

Thursday, July 23, Caté will offer a book signing from 1-3 p.m. His book “Without
Reservation” will be available at the Ziibiwing Gift Shop.

all about,” he said. “It’s about
the punch line and the situations
that make people both laugh and
think. It’s not as much about
how they live, but it is about the
message [ try to get across.”

As Caté prepares his stand-up
routine for his July 22 appear-
ance at  Ziibiwing Center's
NativeFest, he remains clear to
what it means to be a traditional
Kewa man.

“Just like when anyone
comes to a Reservation,

people want to know who
they are and where they come
from,” he said. “That’s where
the humor that Native people
relate to because we appreci-
ate our laughter and the heri-
tage we all share. Whether
you’re from the southwest or
the Great Lakes, we all have
a certain point of view, and I
look forward to sharing some
laughs and my perspective...
I’ve heard a lot of good things
about Michigan, and this is

my first trip out there and I'm
looking forward to meeting
the people.”

Caté will have his work on
display at NativeFest and he
will be doing a book signing
on July 23 from 1-3 p.m. at the
Ziibiwing Center.

In addition, Caté books can
be purchased at the Ziibiwing
Center Gift Shop, and he will
have a vendor booth at the 31st
annual  Saginaw  Chippewa
Powwow July 24-26.

Indigenous Arts Market award recipient, Ricketts, teaches beadwork workshop

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor
As the 2014 Circle of Indigenous

Arts Market People’s Choice
Award recipient, Alice Jo

Ricketts has an abundance of
beadwork knowledge.

Ricketts

Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck
Alice Jo Ricketts taught
“The Art of Beadwork
Workshop” May 18-22 at
the Ziibiwing Center.

« Family Law
« Tribal Law

+ Criminal Law « Drunk Driving
«» Divorce
« Probate Matters

taught her artistic skills during the
Ziibiwing Center-hosted, Charles
Schwab-sponsored Artist-in-
Residence “The Art of Beadwork
Workshop” May 18-22.

Ricketts taught 28 adults dur-
ing a five-day workshop 5:30-8
p.m., $35 per person with all
materials provided.

“I taught the students how to
make earrings with Swarovski
gems, and mid-week I taught
them how to make medallions
and necklaces,” Ricketts said.
“Some made sports logos,
some created their own designs;
strawberries, Ojibwe floral and
butterflies. The students were
excited to see what they could
create. Many of them were easy
to teach and caught on quickly.”

Now 49 years old, she
began beading when she was
11 years old.

“I started getting interested
in beading when I was a child

Free initial consultation | Payment options available

989-779-9991

« License Restoration
« Child Support
« Federal Cases

because I would watch my
older cousins and sister work
on projects,” she said. “As I
watched them, I decided to
give it a try. I actually taught

Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck
Ricketts’ beautiful bead-
work was on display for
her 28 workshop partici-

pants to view.

myself to bead from watch-
ing them.”

During the final day for the
2014 Indigenous Arts Market,
Ricketts won the People’s Choice
Award for her “Jijak Kwe”
(Crane woman) bandolier bag.

She said winning was one of
the most exciting things she’s
ever experienced and that ban-
dolier bag is her favorite
piece she’s ever made.

Her advice to beginner beaders
is to “never give up on your proj-
ects. So many times I would want
to give up, but as I worked on it
and saw the progression, I would
see beauty coming forth. I often
mention beadwork is like people;
we are all a work in progress.”

Her beadwork may be
viewed on her Facebook
page at facebook.com/public/
Alice-Jo-Ricketts.

Faith Indian Church of Nazarene

Camp Meeting 2015

July 1-5 « 7 p.m. * Each evening
Speakers: Reverend Kenny and Sonja Sault

Singers: Masters Touch from Oklahoma
(Four different people from four different Tribes)

All are welcome
989.621.9053

WANTED -
ATTORNEY AT LAW
»  William L. Antrobius

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law;
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner
Housing Collection Actions in State Court

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada

Contact: (989) 772-6277
113 W. Broadway, Suite 240
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858
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Photojournalist

The beauty and pageantry of
powwow regalia has continued
throughout history. However,
Native teachings lead us to
share important messages in a
good way.

Saganing Traditional Powwow
emcee Bucko Teeple provided an
introduction of dancers for the
“Healing Though Culture and
Art Shawl Collection” in sup-
port of American Indian Heart
Health Awareness June 20.

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe
Member RJ Smith served as
arena director and led the
women into the circle.

The shawl program was
created by Suzanne Cross,
Saginaw  Chippewa tribal
elder, and made its initial debut

b
Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

The Tribute Shawl
Suzanne Cross, SCIT

on May 20 at the Riverbank
Powwow in Lansing, Mich.
“The collection created with
a cultural approach to increase
awareness and to empha-
size cardiac health and care,”
Cross said. “As a survivor of
a heart attack and open heart
surgery, I created 13 shawls in
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recognition of the 13 moons
from our Ojibwe Creation
Story. Each shawl has its own
story designed to encourage
American Indian women at
all stages in life to recognize

the importance of the value of

changing life ways to prolong
and save lives.”

Cross said the project
vision came to her during the
healing process after surgery
as she recalled positive events
in her life that embodied each
of the shawls.

She was also very mindful
to commend those women who
donated their time and effort
at the Riverbank and Saganing
Powwows.

“Each dancer received a
beautiful beaded bag from a
collection that was given to
me by my colleague and friend
Lorraine Pierce,” Cross said.
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The strong presence of Anishinabe Kwe graced the arena as
the “Healing Through Culture and Art Shawl Collection" par-
ticipants support American Indian heart health awareness.

“My sister was a social worker
who worked extensively with
older adults. She had a history
of heart disease, a major heart
attack and walked on Aug. 10,
2014. She would have loved
the beauty and what this cer-
emony means to many and her

gifts she has freely given lives
on within us.”

Teeple  welcomed  each
Anishinabe Kwe into the arena
and gave a brief explanation of
who each member was, what
nation they represented and why
they were dancing their shawl in.

= T

otos by Joep Sowmi
Elder’s Shawl
Connie Frieberger, SCIT

Observer

Survivors Shawl
Charmaine Shawana, SCIT

Red Dress Shawl
Darcy Pilar, SCIT

Expecting with
Daughter Shawl
Renata Borton, SCIT

Honor Veterans Shawl
Stoney Polman, Ojibwa
and Tuscarora

Southwest Shawl
Rachel Butzian,
St. Regis Mohawk

Mother’s Shawl
Eva Menefee, Oneida

Child’s Shawl
Aviana Gomez, SCIT

Pre-Teen Floral Shawl
Emille Morley, SCIT

SCIT Shawl
Jolene Quinlan, SCIT

Young Mother’s Shawl
Stephanie Spencer, SCIT

Teen Butterfly Shawl
Christina Benz, SCIT

Aggressively Defending Your Rights...

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER
ATTORNE]Y

Criminal Defense Only < Statewide

Criminal Defense - All Courts
Tribal Court - Defense
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored!

FREE CONSULTATION

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office

We have more Native American clients than any other
attorney in the area because we care!!

We now accept credit cards.

989-386-4114

e Clare

082z 1z-zpm
Yalleyball
FCE

2339 E. Ludington Dr.




Tribal Observer | July 1, 2015

Page 7 | Niizhwaaswi

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

The beautiful part of heading over
to the Saganing Outreach Center
from Tribal Operations in Mount
Pleasant is getting to enjoy the
sunny side of Michigan.

Many  Tribal Members
joined Tribal departments as
they made that journey over to
SCIT’s District Two to join the
At-Large Program at the 2015
Honoring Saganing Traditional
Powwow on June 20-21.

As the Anishinabe
Ogitchedaw Veterans Warrior
Society prepared the medicine
and brought in the eagle staffs
and flags, Public Relations
Director ~ Frank Cloutier
offered tobacco to the dancers
and dignitaries, and At-Large
Powwow Committee staffer
Lisa Peters offered “heart ber-
ries” to the participants.

District Two Tribal Council
Member Ron Nelson was
recognized by emcee Bucko
Teeple, a tribal elder and pipe
carrier from the Bay Mills
Indian Community.

“A traditional powwow is
both a social and cultural event
where we get to look at some
beautiful dancing and won-
derful regalia,” Teeple said.
“It gives us an opportunity to
share our songs and who we
are and all of that is important
to us. Families are very impor-
tant to powwows because they
travel together, they camp
together... this is how we get
to share our culture with oth-
ers from the community and it
helps teach the children to be
responsible adults.”

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe
Member RJ Smith served as

A Tribal youth dances
with her fancy rainbow
shawl regalia.

arena director, with Head Male
Dancer Eric Sowmick and
Head Female Dancer Darcy
Pilar joining Head Veteran
Darryl Jackson (U.S. Marine
Corps) to lead dancers into
grand entry.

Jackson posted the Saginaw
Chippewa eagle staff followed
by U.S. Navy Veteran Larry
Peters posting the warrior staff.

Jonathan Cabrel of the U.S.
Navy carried in the Chief
Pontiac eagle staff and Cecil
John (U.S. Army) brought in
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal

flag.
Other flag postings
included: U.S. Stars and

Stripes (Joe Big Joe), Canada
Maple Leaf (Jim Adams),
State of Michigan (Sharon Big
Joe), followed by the service
flags of the U.S. Army (David
Perez), U.S. Marine Corps
(Jerry Moggo), U.S. Navy
(Delmar Jackson Jr.), U.S. Air
Force (Richard Bagley) and
posting the Prisoner of War
flag was Tony Perry.

Host Drum Spirit Lake

Singers from Petoskey kept the
dancers moving with Southern
Straight Drum from Athens
sharing the arbor.

Anishinabe Kwe “Healing Through Culture

Female dancers require

stamina when they wear
the women'’s traditional
body length bone regalia.

Teeple gave a special recog-
nition to the Pamame Family
who tended the sacred fire at
the eastern door throughout
the weekend.

Perez offered a touching
blessing and good words for
all in attendance.

“We thank all the folks from
across the U.S. and Canada
for coming today and we wel-
come you in the same way the
Great Spirit welcomes us with
a good heart,” he said. “Our
Creator gives us the blessings
and strength we need, as a
people, as we ask for under-
standing in a merciful way.
We are thankful for the faces
here today; man, woman and
child, to participate in some-
thing that has been going on
forever with our Native peo-
ple. As we listen to the drum,
we know the heartbeat within
our people is strong.”

Numerous additional indi-
viduals made the 2015 pow-
wow possible including:

e The arbor construc-
tion: Dan Bennett, Facilities;
Tracy Chamberlain, Facilities;

Jonathan Ayling, Ziibiwing
Warehouse; Ron Defoy,
Facilities; Michael  Hunt,

SCIT Housing Manager April Borton

and Art” shawl dancers grace the arena.

Head Female Dancer Darcy Pilar joins Head
Veteran Darryl Jackson (middle) and Eric
Sowmick (right) as they dance an honor

song for the veterans.

and her granddaughters dance with
strawberries in hand.

Rachel Mae Dennis-Butzin and
Charles Butzin dance a Southern

Straight intertribal.

=) At-Large

Honoring Saganing Traditional Powwow offer

TR

s something for

everyone

o

Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck
The Denman family danced a memorial song with
the jingle dress dancers.

The cedar arbor provided much needed shade for the
Spirit Lake Singers and Southern Straight.

SECR Hotel Maintenance; and
Josh Gloria, Facilities.

e Denise Pelcher: For fund-
raising and working diligently
throughout the weekend.

e At-Large Program team:

Craig Graveratte, Mikki
Marcotte, Gloria Pung.
e Ayling and the ZCS

Warehouse and SECR Facilities
teams for assisting in pulling
cedar out of the knee-deep mud.

e Frank Cloutier: For his
assistance  throughout  the
weekend, and for signing the
Powwow Committee up for the
“Mac and Cheese Bake Off”
competition. The team took first
place in the competition.

The 2015 sponsors included:
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of
Michigan,  Chemical  Bank,
Dependable Sewer, Hantz Group,
Hogen Adams PLLC, SCIT
Housing  Department, Idzior
Furniture, Konwiski Construction
Inc., Krapohl Ford & Lincoln,
Little Town Jerkey, O & O
Advertising, RCL Construction
Co. Inc., Real Integrated.com,
Saganing  Eagles  Landing
Casino, Seventh Generation,
Soil ~ &Management  Eng.
Inc., Sterling Excavation Inc.,
Superior Concrete, Sweeney-
Kern MFG., The Printer (TPI)
and United Apartments.

This Tribal teen dazzles
the crowd with her match-
ing boots and mini dress.

Head Dancer Eric Sowmick
looks sharp in his men’s
traditional regalia.

Emcee Bucko Teeple reads
through the list of warriors
after the flag song.

Okima Il David Perez car-
ries the U.S. Army flag.
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Opiate-heroin

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

With a growing heroin epi-
demic affecting the country, the
Seventh Generation Program
hosted an opiate-heroin abuse
Traditional Talking Circle in
the Elijah Elk Cultural Center
to raise awareness on the issue.

Tribal Council representa-
tives, law enforcement and
Behavioral Health counselors
were a portion of the audience.

Seventh Generation Director
Milton Pelcher provided the
June 12 opening remarks.

“If you want to help this
community, you need to
stay on track,” Pelcher said.
“Humor is one of the greatest
healers of all... T hope people
working in the counseling field
know the Anishinaabe belief
system if they practice tradi-
tion. If they are Christian, take
them to church... Revamp the
system that needs to be set up
with certain individuals.”

Frank Cloutier, public rela-
tions director, presented a
video of Tribal Chief Steven
Pego speaking who was regret-
tably unable to attend.

“These drugs are taking our
children’s lives,” said Chief
Pego in the video. “Heroin
robs your spirit.”

Facilitating the discussion
were Traditional Healers Jake
and Mary Pine and Central
Michigan University lecturer
Marty Malcolm.

Malcolm is a lecturer II
at CMU’s School of Health
Science in the Herbert H.
and Grace A. Dow College
of Health Professions. He has
worked at CMU for 11 years
and teaches substance abuse
and community health courses.

He was previously
employed with the Tribe for
five years as a clinical supervi-
sor for Behavioral Health.

“Most heroin addicts start
out with using prescription
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discussion unleashed during Traditional Talking Circle

drugs,” he said. “The addicts
then switch to heroin because
it is cheaper.”

Attendees questioned the
reason behind why community
members begin using in the
first place.

“Maybe it’s not about why
they started using, but how do
we get them to stop,” Malcolm
said. “Within the past five
years in the young adult com-
munity, coping has gone out
the door. Young adults don’t
know how to cope; they don’t
know what to do next.”

The concerns of helping
addicts recover while continuing
to honor tradition was addressed.

Debbie  Robb,  outpa-
tient clinic coordinator,
said Behavioral Health is
often effective with healing
processes.

“It’s sometimes easy to
not notice the success stories
occurring in the community,”
Robb said. “With our intake
workers... we honor tradi-
tion... There are successes.
We learn from the successes
of people moving on, living
healthier lifestyles.”

Robb had advice not only
for the Tribal community, but
all parents and individuals.

“Grow healthy children so we
aren’t healing broken adults,”
she said. “Adults who have trau-
matic experiences most likely
had a disrupted childhood.”

One attendee mentioned
problems addicts face when
attending a fire or funeral for
a loved one.

A lot of people don’t under-
stand how to attend a fire.
People may be ashamed to
show up to fires or funerals in
that state of mind, he said.

Behavioral Health Substance
Abuse Counselor Robert Storrer
discussed the importance of pre-
vention and treatment.

“Prevention is an opportu-
nity to figure out what your
purpose may be because it’s

) MIGIZI

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CO.

Positions Now Available!

Apply today at
www.migiziedc.com

Several Tribal Members and employees joined in the Seventh Generation’s Elijah Elk
Cultural Center to discuss the heroin and opiate epidemic.

gone,” Storrer said. “It is
important to convey the mes-
sage that (addicts) are not
alone and there is a way out...
It takes some sort of crisis,
either individually or within
their family, before someone
taps them on their shoulder
and tells them they need to get
some help.”

Storrer said the support the
treatment center receives is
phenomenal.

“I don’t think we have ever
given up on anyone,” he said.

Tribal Police Sergeant Scott
Bailey said individuals can-
not point fingers at just one
department to remove drugs
from the area, but it takes an
entire community.

“One thing people need to
do is take care of one another,”
Bailey said.

He suggested checking on
neighbors, and if someone is
feeling down, talk to them.

Tribal Council Secretary
Sandy Sprague was in atten-
dance and spoke on behalf of
the Tribal governance. She dis-
cussed the procedures to remov-
ing drugs from the community.

“As your leadership, we
don’t have all the answers,”
Sprague said. “The best we can

do is support our
(recovery) educa-
tors and become
educated our-
selves. We have
many programs in
order to do so.”
Issues of phar-

macy clients
receiving opiates
as medication

were addressed.

“There are five
medical  provid-
ers in the Nimkee
Medical Clinic who are proac-
tive,” said Margaret Steslicki,
the clinic director. “Every
patient on opiates has to sign a
contract. The medical provid-
ers often have to refuse opiates
to clients.”

Jake and Mary Pine also gave
their words of wisdom. Mary
is from the Wiwemikong First
Nation, Ontario, Canada and
Jake is from the Garden River
First Nation, Ontario Canada.

Mary Pine offered advice to
community members, “Check
on your teenagers. Find out
what they’re doing and who
they are hanging out with.”

Participants discussed what
the community needs to do to
get addicts to want to change.

Opiate-Heroin Traditional Talking
Circle speakers Marty Malcolm, and
Jake and Mary Pine, facilitate the

June 12 discussion.

“l don’t know what goes
through an addicts mind, but it
takes teamwork as a commu-
nity,” Sprague said. “We make
decisions  from  (Council)
chambers and all we can do is
hope the decisions work. There
are a lot of things in this com-
munity we struggle with... All
I can do is encourage, support,
and learn.”

Behavioral Health’s
Residential Treatment Services
is a community-based pro-
gram catering to the needs of
Native Americans who want to
begin the journey to recovery.
For individuals interested in
becoming part of the program,
or for more information, call
989-775-4850.

Tribal and Mount Pleasant Police collect
prescription drugs dropped off

NATALIE SHATTUCK
Editor

On May 28, 2015, the Saginaw
Chippewa Tribal Police
Department and the Mount
Pleasant  Police = Department
hosted a Prescription Drug Drop-
Off event during the Isabella
County Commission on Aging’s
Health and Wellness Expo.

The collection allowed resi-
dents to drop off unwanted or
outdated prescription medication
ensuring that the prescriptions
were disposed of in a safe man-
ner. It also kept the drugs out
of the hands of people who
would misuse them as well as

keeping them from entering

landfills and groundwater.
Tribal Police Sergeant Scott

Bailey and Jeff Browne, public

Observer photo by Natalie Sattuck
Tribal Police Sergeant Scott Bailey (left) and Jeff Browne,

Mount Pleasant public information officer, collected 11 pounds
of pills at the Isabella County Commission on Aging event.

information officer of the Mt.
Pleasant Police Department,
collected 11 pounds of pills
throughout the day.

Need A Ride?

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available
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Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs!
No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City!
* Casino Runs

* Seniors
* Work

* Lift Vans

. ® Medical Transportation Services
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—— Behavioral Health Program

Offers intake and counseling appointments in Saganing

A Behavioral Health therapist is at the Saganing Tribal
Center two days per month.

To schedule an appointment, please contact
Behavioral Health Program’s front office at 989.775.4850

Please contact Lacie
Kelly at 989.775.4873
if you have any
questions or need
additional information.
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Editorial:

BONNIE EKDAHL
Contributing Writer

I would like to take a moment of
your time to plant a seed, to give
you something to think about. It’s
an idea that came from a lot of
people who have shared with me.

There came a point when
I understood what I needed
to share with the community;
some call it an epiphany. I
decided to take the risk and put
it out there.

I know there are many in our
community who are experi-
encing emotional and physical
pain and sadness. They grieve
for their sons and daughters,
their grandchildren, nephews
and nieces, aunties and uncles
who have become lost to us.

Editorial: Our

CHARMAINE SHAWANA
Contributing Writer

I was thinking about the
strength of our ancestors yes-
terday. It amazes me the more
I think about it.

I’ve seen the paintings and
the drawings of them by the
explorers and early colonists.
It doesn’t do them any justice.
They are either naked or look-
ing so exotic that you barely
recognize them.

The power of prayer:

Some are lost in the nightmare
of substance abuse and addiction,
along with all the sorrow that
comes with that existence.

We shed tears and support each
other because we are blessed with
compassionate hearts but often
feel helpless and don’t know
what to do to stop the cycle.

Here is the idea: What kind
of effort would it take to pick
one week out of the year to
focus on prayers and fasting
for our community? With all
the resources and programs
we have, I believe we could do
this in a good, safe way.

I am talking about a united
effort of resources; inviting all
the spiritual denominations in our
community, working in unison at
their individual spiritual places

for one week to pray have passed
away, are suffering, and for those
who are lost. This would be a
time when individuals would fast
and sacrifice themselves for the
love of our relatives.

Would you fast for someone
you love?

Throughout the years, I often
heard about the power of prayer,
and as I get older, I have become
a little wiser about what that
means. Did you know there are
scientific research studies about
the power of prayer? Within these
studies, scientists had to concede
that the prayer worked.

Did you know there are groups
who gathered and prayed at the
shores of dying lakes and over
time the lake began to heal? I
read a lot and of course there is

An open

Tribal

the internet. .. there are lots of sto-
ries about the healing that takes
place as a result of prayer. To try
something different, if we worked
together for that one week, all
together we would ask Gchi
Manito for help and with faith to
help us find the path to wellness,
to healing our community.

Think it over... ask the lead-

ers, the elders, your friends:
Would I, could I, fast for the love
of my relatives?

Is there one among you, in
your circle of family and friends,
who has good health and will rep-
resent you and sacrifice for this
effort to bring healing to our rela-
tives, to ourselves?

I encourage you to take
action... take the step to cre-
ate the movement of healing

letter to my community

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick
Tribal Member Bonnie
Ekdahl enters the circle dur-
ing the Saganing Traditional
Powwow grand entry with
her grandson, Michael.

through prayer and fasting. It
can only help us. I offer these
words with much love and
respect to my community.

ancestors knew there would be a time for everything

But I know our ancestors must
have been so smart to have sur-
vived in such a hostile climate.
Although there is plenty of food
here in the Great Lakes, the win-
ters are so harsh.

I saw a drawing once of a
wigwam that had ventilation and
insulation. It was great. Imagine
the cold winters and effort it took
to find food and shelter. Imagine
raising children in those climates,
even babies.

Our relatives

knew all

about the stars, sun, moon, and
weather. They knew how to
read the clouds and all about the
stars. The stars helped them to
dictate when to plant crops, and
when to harvest them. The stars
and the sky patterns were the
guide to so much more.

The placement of the sun and
the moon were the dictators of
lots knowledge of everyday life.

Since there were no clocks or
watches, people had to be acutely
aware of the earth and what was

Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum

Ziibiwing Center « 6650 E. Broadway, Mt Pleasant, MI 989.775.4750 « www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing

a
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ZIIBIWING
CENTER
OPEN MONDAY-
SATURDAY
10am-6pm

going on by reading the sun,
clouds stars.

They had to know about what
to harvest and how. They had to
know about plants and what and
where to harvest berries, and
other wild fruits and nuts.

Our ancestors knew all about
the seasons, too, they knew what
to plant and where. What types of
soils were good for what crops,
how to best grow what and where.

All in all, it was a pretty harsh
life, but imagine the skill in

making a fire without matches,
building a shelter and having the
skill and knowledge do it, in the
worst of conditions.

I watch those TV shows
about life in Alaska and the sur-
vivor shows and it amazes me
to see what our ancient relatives
had to know and what we take
for granted living in this 21st
century life.

Next time you campout, or go
for a walk in the Great Outdoors,
think about it. ..

UPCOMING EVENTS:

o Art Walk Central
« Cradleboard Workshop

August 1-22
August 3-7

« World Indigenous Peoples Day August 8

« Fiber Woven Bags Workshop

BLUE STAR MUSEUM

August 17-21

THRU 9/5/2015

NATIVE SKYWATCHERS EXHIBIT THRU 9/26/2015

DIKINAAGAN/CRADLEBOARD | s H.I?ISE&TEC E w 53 leELl’il“&“E”Ji‘f /
WORKSHOP el AMERICAN e 3 f' V %
compon ru screcune INDIAN AANVC €
AugUSt 3-7 & YOUTH FILMMAKING WORKSHOP DANCES A 3-Day Celebration of American Indian Culture
5pm-7pm (AT 2UBIWING CENTER) .
FRIDAY, JULY 31 - SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2015 INDIAN CAR BINGO Tuesday, July 21 * 6-9pm ;i;;‘;‘;‘;glgz;
L SHOWS: (Rain or Shine) Registration starts at 4:30pm
Space limited 10 THE PUBLIC 120m $15 per person * Fabulous prizes —
Accepting pm, GRAND PRIZE: $1,000 in Gift Cards rarGo (SRR
first 10 REQUIRED FOR WORKSHOP 2pm & 4Pm All proceeds will support educational and cultural programming at the Ziibiwing Center.
registrants! SOl Re@NLPREESEEESET | T | e
TR o ppppscopEn | NUMeFestWelomes  MUSIC & COMEDY NIGHT
carao cate. _
$75 fee CALL GLENNA GENEREALN TO THE Wednesday, July 22  6-9pm
Call to register * SULHLIE * LIVE MUSIC: ?‘&%\
989 7751747 6-6:45pm * Karaoke Night go
o LY 4
o * COMEDY SHOW:
Men’s & 7-7:45pm * Youth & Adult Comedy Slam
MOVIE 0 . i i ;
OUTDOOR Women’s 8-9:00pm ¢ Comedian Ricardo Caté
IES it
ST T o Traditional * FAMILY FUN:
JULY 29 - 9PM-LEM 6:45-7pm Hula Hoop Contests
JULY 11 Comedian, Cartoonist, 7:45-8pm Hi-Lo Game By
> Film Maker and Author
%e‘/r\l’g gglsss (www.ricardocate.com) Kid’s Bouncers ¢ Face Painting
Jingle Live Performance Balloon Animals ¢ $5 Caricatures
g Wednesday, July 22 Music & Comedy Night
.................................... Co-Sponsors:
FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ]ULY 18 Art Display & BOOk Signing
NATIVE SKYWATCHERS Men’s Fancy with Ricardo Caté -
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP FREE EVENT Feather & Thursday, July 23
e R OPEN TO THE PUBLIC S -
WITH CHRISTINE SYI Womens 13pm Snangﬁ(q;le
4 Art work from the Ricardo Caté Collecti
SATURDAY, ]ULY 11,2015 « 11AM-4PM “I’un" Aneventin couj\fnc\io‘n‘ wil?\ Na%i\'c‘Sk);wa(chcrs: Reach for ) Fancy Shawl rtwork from Oen dlli‘;?a; ate Collection @
Plamondon _the Art in the Sky on display now through September 26, 2015. July 23 thru July 30  10am-Gpm o Hotel
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“Michigan Chillers” author Johnathan Rand shares talent with

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

The “Chillermaniacs” were out in
full force June 13 and descended
upon the Soaring Eagle Waterpark
and Hotel to meet Michigan
author Johnathan Rand.  His
fan club was enthralled as Rand
shared his talent and passion and
stressed the importance of read-
ing and writing.

“I love sharing my love for
reading and writing, and for a
particular event like this, I see
a lot of parent involvement and
families coming out, and they are

encouraging their kids to read and
write,” Rand said. ““A lot of kids
in third, fourth or fifth grade don’t
realize how important reading
and writing will be for their life,
no matter what they choose to do,
and getting kids at this age to read
for fun and pleasure is so key and
such a big deal.”

“Anytime [ see kids com-
ing at me with lights in their
eyes and excited about reading
books, whether they are mine
or those written by others, is
inspiring,” he said.

Gina Borushko, sales and
marketing specialist for Migizi

Saganing Culture Group

The Saganing Tribal Center Men and Women'’s Culture
Group meets the first Wednesday of the month.
Photographed left to right, back row: Don Bordeau, Mary
Lalone, Saganing Outreach Program Seniors Worker
Sandra Compau, Cheryl Dixon and Connie Frieburger.
Front row: Helping Healer Beatrice Jackson, Ziibiwing
Center Curator William Johnson and Josh Bordeau.

Courtesy of Beatrice Jackson
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Economic Development
Company, said more than 60
children attended the 1 p.m.
and 6 p.m. event along with
the evening “creepy campfire
chillers” stories.

“(Rand) taught the crowd
how to do the ‘spooky laugh,” a
critical factor when he is writing
scary stories,” Borushko said.
“He also mentioned that books
are an adventure and you can go
anywhere you want while reading
a book.”

Tribal Education Librarian
Anne Heidemann said the Tribal
Library carries Rand’s books and
they’re popular.

“It’s so exciting to have a
renowned author like Johnathan
Rand visit our community,”
Heidemann said. “We, at the
Tribal Library, feel so lucky to
be able to cooperate with Migizi
and the Soaring Eagle Waterpark;
they donated a full set of signed
Johnathan Rand books which
everyone can enter to win during
our summer reading program.”

“Wiidsendaanan Mziniganan”
(Walk With Books), as well as
a signed poster was donated to
the library.

“Reading during the summer
is so important for people of all
ages, and for kids, it helps them
do better in school when they
return in the fall,” Heidemann
said. “It shows reading can be fun
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

Author and Indian River Native Johnathan Rand
receives assistance from area youth as he shares
one of his trademark “Michigan Chillers” stories.

for everyone and is a great way
to take a mental vacation or learn
new things.”

Every child in attendance

received a free “Michigan
Chillers” poster to have
autographed.

Rand spoke fondly of his
growing up in the “Land of the
Great Lakes.”

“The Michigan Chillers series
allows me to share my love of the
state; being born and raised (in
Michigan) and many of the kids
here... can relate to some of these
places I'm writing about,” Rand
said. “Petoskey, Traverse City,
Mackinaw Island, Saginaw...
these are the places the kids are
familiar with.”

“It brings it home when
you see a title like ‘Dinosaurs
Destroy Detroit’, and as far-
fetched as it may seem, it can be
magical and I latched onto those

ROOMS

STARTING AT

! X377 ENGIE?

www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com
5665 E. Pickard Rd. e Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858

INCLUDES:

possibilities at an early age and
that’s what I’'m hoping kids do
with my books,” he said.

Rand does get a chance to
inject some humor in his creative
writing exploits, like his book
“Kreepy Klowns of Kalamazoo”,
his seventh book in the Michigan
Chillers series.

“I traveled all over the
state and spent some time in
Kalamazoo trying to come up
with some titles,” he said. “I was
looking at this clown theme and
because Kalamazoo started with
a ‘K’, I decided I’'m the author
and I’m saying clown starts with
a K too and I’ll figure out a way
to make this work.”

For anyone looking for
an interesting summer read,
take a chapter from the
“Chillermaniacs” and wrap this
summer around a good book...
available at the Tribal Library!

fKIDe Fyy

REE!

e Overnight Stay in Standard Room

e 4 Waterpark Passes
e Complimentary Kids Meal

- One Meal Per child, Per Night's Stay
- Children 13 & Under

Available 7/6/15 - 9/30/15. Rate is not compable. Multiple rooms and nights may be reserved based on availability. Subject to blackout dates, special events and
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort concert dates. Management reserves the right to change, cancel or discontinue this offer at any time.
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The Wigwam has
Q {\ wo RD SEA RCH sheltered our ancestors
from storms and bad
ADI KAMEGH)MPLDANIWIN weather since the dawn
XYl RFVBAXACFVGTB ) KML of time. The wigwam
GKQWDRAYDSZEXCVBWNMK has witnessed the
AYHNMILNYTGRFGNVCI YA gt @ui [pRole
have had to endure not
GVGBMRETY I HNMAKLNXI A
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our
frybread zaasakokwaan IWZAXBYBHNMQGYTOS RPN strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam
butter ozaawe-bimide I' SNRMTHCTRGAFXZNPIHA does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the
honey a?fnoo-ziinzibaakwad KAAOGBAWVBANHIKTLZTFDK souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life.
ESETN I . I RATHATSQDWZB S X1 GHNS Comments or feedback can be sent to:
shing pole migiskanaak . g A o
bl jiimaan MFWYWTLX 1 VS ETYWNBAAI wigwam_wisaom@y
paddle Towin AVKNWGPBQWEWRTEYOGPWG *(WW is intended ente.rtainmentpurposes only. Please make
pail akik ABOJDBICXDHIJIYRIHLG.I sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .)
lake zaaga'igan WGKMFKKDI TYKM)] APNMI M
whiteﬁsh adikar'ne.:g ATAKHNMBFGHBNGKLANEBH Dear WW: TI’ve been dating a new woman. We
zz?joller bag g?;g l:/t;l:aagan SmssQwl SDsS FGAYHNAB I ) recently got into a big fight over our different under-
vest I EEEE . OHAXCGNMALPARFVBMGEBG standing of the word “controlling” and what it means
biidh bk bealar | imalalk WGAKHT ) GMK ZCXZQWI X I W to each of us. I was so frustrated that I just threw my
pray anami'aa lOZAAWEBIMIDEVGBI I TY hands up and walked away. Our views on the word are
preaching gagiikimaawasowin NZSWDKCFRTGBNHYQ)J P LK not the same. When I asked her to share her opinion,
power gashki'ewizi QYDAWKAABI ZNI 1 ZOOMA A she said she didn’t want to. I was dumbfounded, and
wealth daniwin now I’'m wondering if maybe this relationship is not
future onwaachige MNWENDAAGOZIN NIIBING for me if we can’t even agree on a single definition.
nopei onpencan ENJOY SUMMERTIME! The Last Word

Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick.

WHERE ON THE REZ?

[LAST MONTH:

Do you know where this is?

Answer the puzzle correctly by
July 17 through e-mail or
telephone. Your name will go into
a drawing and one winner will
receive two free announcements

in the Tribal Observer.

Teepee at Behavioral Health

Dear Word: During a new relationship, it is impor-
tant to learn what certain things and words mean to
one other. Even though it does not come easy, you are
investing in your relationship. Don’t give up because
she did not want to talk about something when you
did. She may just have had to collect her thoughts. At
the very least, allow her to come back to you when
she is ready, not when you are ready. Not every word
will have the same meaning. Having “fun” may mean
watching movies, while to another it may mean danc-
ing. Don’t forget to learn each other’s love language at
the same time. A shoulder rub, hug or making dinner

Submit Answers To:

s are also ways of showing love in a positive manner.
dcantu@sagchip.org

Last Month’s Winner:

or call 989-775-4010

Kelly Willis

Email your submissions to
observer@sagchip.org or turn
them in to the Tribal Observer
office located inside the Tribal

Operations building.

T-Bone

T-Bone is a very ac-
tive  Retriever/Ter-
rier mix that came

to HATS as a stray.
Unfortunately,  his
OWners never came

in to claim him. T-
Bone plays great
with female dogs and

is going to need own-
ers who are willing to
give him the exercise he needs. He would LOVE to
be your running partner!

Sicily

Sicily is a female

Domestic Short-

hair. She is pretty

shy, so she will

come up to meet

you if she’s feel-

ing comfortable

enough. Although

she’s shy, she has

a lot of energy

and loves running around to show off her
agility. If you stop in at HATS, you may see
her jumping from cat shelf to cat shelf.

Dear WW: [ think my niece stole from me, but I
can’t prove it. She spent the night with my daughter
over the weekend. I woke up and $20 was missing
from my wallet. I always keep it in open view by my
computer in our family room. I don’t know how to
approach this. Should I dismiss it or confront her? If 1
confront her, should I just outright tell her I know she
took it? Even if she tells me she didn’t do it, I know
she did. A Day Late & $20 Short

Dear Short: Unless you have proof that she took
money from your wallet, you have to give her the ben-
efit of doubt. Is she known in the family to behave like
this? If you confronted her in an angry manner, she
may deny it out of fear. Perhaps you could leave the
wallet and ask that if anyone took $20 to put it back—
no questions asked. If the child is young enough, you
could make an excuse to go through her overnight
things (pack it up for her) before she goes home. Make
sure you let her parents know of your suspicions, so
they can be aware of this possible behavior in the
future. Do not by any means outright accuse anyone
of anything without proof. The only thing worse then
being stolen from is to accuse an innocent person of an
act they have not committed.

Dear WW: My neighbor is always asking to borrow
tools from me. I didn’t mind this at first, as I was glad
to help out. He is a younger man and I have a large
pole barn and years of accumulating tools. Rarely will
I get my tools back unless I bring it to his attention. If
didn’t say anything, he would just assume keep them.
He still has several other tools of mine that have not
been returned. How do I ask for them back without
sounding like a hoarder? If | Had a Hammer

Dear Hammer: Plain and simple, don’t loan out your
tools any more to anyone under any circumstances!
Only you can allow yourself to be taken advantage of.
Your neighbor will start investing in his own tools if
you stop enabling him to continue this pattern. If you
can’t say no, please get counseling to become asser-
tive and explore why is it you can’t say no.
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Editorial: Tribal Police and Fire Departmen

MARILEE FLEMING
Contributing Writer

The June 11 kickball game
of the Tribal Police and Fire
Department vs. children in the
community was a fun event.

We have such an awesome
community that we ended up
with music courtesy of Saginaw
Chippewa Tribal Elder Joe
Sowmick, and Tribal Member
Louanna Bruner was in atten-
dance lending her commentary
abilities for the games.

Behind the scenes, Tribal
Operations Maintenance
workers Jeremy Pumford and
Kathy Lett operated the grill,
cooking hot dogs and burgers.

It was a nice turn out and
everyone was thankful the rain
held off.

Housing Security Officer
Matthew Sprague and I share
an office, and one day we had
a chance to sit and chat.

One thing we talked about is
the fact that some of our com-
munity youth — many from a
single-parent household — may
not have the guidance they
need. We understand single
parents have to spend a lot of
time away from their homes to
work and support their fami-
lies. Kids get bored, and when
kids get bored, they sometimes
get into mischief.

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick
Tribal youth Milan
Quigno snags a pop
fly to take out another
potential base runner.

While on the job, Matt
makes his rounds in the com-
munity. He has stopped and
talked to kids at the park from
time to time, sometimes giv-
ing them a few bucks to go to
Sagamok and buy treats, ulti-
mately developing a rapport
with them. The kids know him
and they feel comfortable talk-
ing with him.

Through these little visits
with the kids, Matt realized
many kids have a negative
image of the Tribal Police.

Why wouldn’t they if the
only interaction they have
with them stems from negative
situations? Maybe kids won’t

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

Tribal Police Sergeant Craig Wilson congratulates his
teammate with a low five as they score another run.
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talk to the police when ques-
tioned, or if they do, maybe
they won’t be respectful or
cooperative because to them,
they are the “bad guy.”

Matt and I discussed the
barrier between the youth and
the police. Matt then came up
with a ballgame idea where the
kids and the police can get to
know each other.

With school coming to an
end, and summer right around
the corner at the time, Housing
Manager April Borton thought
to have a summer kick-off cook-
out while hosting the game.

Tribal  Police  Captain
Donielle Bannon was on
board, and did an awesome job
of getting her officers and the
Fire Department on board.

Youth LEAD also provided
assistance and reached out to
community kids.

Michael McCreery, youth
empowerment aid for Youth
LEAD, hosts the Thursday
night Men’s Group at the park.
They practice kickball, fel-
lowship, and eat with neigh-
borhood kids. He had regular
group attenders who would be
at the park and suggested we
hold to cook-out on one of his
men’s meeting nights.

We wanted to give the kids a
fun game to play and at the same
time, show them that police are
in the community to help.

These youth are going to
be our future one day, and we
have to step in and give them
guidance and build up their
spirits while we can.

If children are getting into
trouble, there’s something
behind it and that child needs
to be helped. When my chil-
dren act up, there is always
something more to the picture.
No parent is perfect, but when
you see the signs, you can’t
ignore children and think their
problem (whatever it may be)

Saving the bees and how you can help

AIMAN SHAHPURWALA

Water Resource Technician

The honeybee population has
been in serious decline through-
out the past decade. Honeybees
are essential to human survival.
They are the most effective
and efficient pollinators for
our food crops. Without hon-
eybees, people and wildlife
would not have the abundance
of food available today.

Here are some best prac-
tices to help save the bees:

1. First rule of thumb: When
working in your garden or yard,
keep in mind, if it is not good for
you, it is not good for the bees.

2. Avoid using pesticides,
insecticides or herbicides on
plants.

3. Avoid using synthetic fer-
tilizers on lawns.

4. Try to use non-GMO
(genetically modified organ-
isms) or source heirloom seeds if

Furnace & Air Conditioning

h‘_‘ “Customing your Co'm'ﬁ‘r;” b

A N
Photo by David Cappaert,
Michigan State University, Bugwood.org

possible, GMO seeds may inter-
fere with the genetics of bees.

5. Plant native wildflowers in
gardens to produce yummy nec-
tar for the bees.

6. Rethink what a weed is.
Many plants we classify as
“weeds” can be beneficial to
our ecosystem, not to mention
beautiful.

7. Support local organic farm-
ers, growers, and seed savers.

For more information on
honeybees, please feel free to
contact: Aiman Shahpurwala,
water resource technician at
989-775-4081 or ashahpur-
wala@sagchip.org.
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t kickball game a success

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

Tribal Police Officer Daniel Hernandez kicks up some dust
as the rest of the squad cheers him on.

will magically disappear.

So what can we do to help?
Kids need to know they have
adults on their side. We thought
we’d try to break down those
walls that stand between Tribal
Police and the kids.

We need to get back to
our roots where child-rearing
wasn’t just the parents’ job
but the community’s job, as a
whole. If our children are get-
ting into trouble, is it really

their fault or is it ours for
not going out of our way and
spending time with them, and
guiding them?

My mom raised me with
the mentality that we (Native
Americans) are a big family;
she gave me so many aunts,
uncles, and cousins; blood or
not. We should always look out
for any youth we see around,
related or not. As Ojibwe, we
are all related anyway.

Volunteers

Nelson said.

Saganing tree carving project

Representatives from the Saganing Outreach Program
recently took down a decaying tree in front of the Saganing
Tribal Center. They were able to save the base of the tree
(approximately 12 feet tall) with the intentions and hope to
have the tree base carved into something of significant mean-
ing to the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.

Donald Nelson, Saganing outreach program supervisor,
is seeking community members interested in donating their
time and efforts into the tree carving.

“Not being able to save this tree has given us an oppor-
tunity to immortalize it for next generation and beyond,”

For more information, please contact him at 989-775-
5820 ext. 55820 or dnelson@sagchip.org

needed for

"The lawyer in
your family"

=, []ami_r:_m S.

Fisher
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Native Skywatchers team encourages participants to “look up” to find star knowledge

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

Indigenous teachings encouraged
27 participants to “look up” as the
Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe
Culture & Lifeways unveiled
their latest two-day educational
workshop June 18-19: Native
Skywatchers — Ojibwe and
Lakota/Dakota Star Knowledge.
Ziibiwing Assistant Director
and event coordinator Judy
Pamp said Ziibiwing, Central
Michigan University’s College
of Humanities and Social/
Behavioral Sciences and the
Olga J. and G. Roland Denison
Visiting Professorship of Native
American Studies collaborated.

The  presenters  include
St. Cloud State University
Planetarium and Native

Skywatchers Director Annette
S. Lee, from the Dakota nation,
with fellow team members
Bois Forte Ojibwe author Carl
Gawboy, Fond du Lac Tribal,
and Community College Title III
Project Director Jeffrey Tibbetts
and William Wilson, Canadian
Ojibwe tribal elder and artist.
“The workshop is designed for
all educators and persons inter-
ested in increasing their knowl-
edge of Ojibwe and Dakota/
Lakota star knowledge,” Lee

Observr photo by Joseph Sowmick
Dakota artist and astrono-
mer Annette Lee utilizes
the “earth-sky technique”
where the back of the loon is
reflected in the stars above.

said. “Included in the workshop
are multiple hands-on activi-
ties so participants will be able
to experience the culture and the
science in the most authentic and
meaningful way possible...”

Wilson provided illumina-
tion of his work during his after-
noon teaching of “Growing up
Traditional:  Ojibwe  Culture,
Language & Art.”

“We learn from those
teachings of the ancestors
who have walked before
us and we see creation as
the spirits see us,” Wilson
said. “We as Anishinabe
people look past the outer
surface and see what is
truly there and we con-
nect to the spirit world.
This is why we see the
lines of communication
connect in QOjibwe art
because when it comes
down to the teaching...
we are all connected.”

Each skywatcher
has a background in art,
although Tibbetts offered
a unique perspective into
stone sculpting and work-
ing with mixed media.

“I’ve had to learn most
of what I know about
art learning on my own
and by watching my dad
carve,” Tibbetts said. “We learn
about things best by observing the
people around us. What we can’t
or don’t learn by observing others
allows us to be creative enough to
seek out new teachers and oppor-
tunities. I had to do that with both
art and cultural things...”

As an  archaeo-astromer,
Gawboy enlightens in his award-
winning research treatise “Talking

Sky: Ojibwe Constellations as a
Reflection of Life on the Land”.

“It is interesting to see where
western thought and academia
are still trying to catch up where
they finally realize that native
natural knowledge, and what
the elders shared in their stories,
is now referred to as science,”
Gawboy said. “Many of the old
paradigms held as fact over the
years have changed as the sci-
ence of Ojibwe star knowledge
is shared. Take for example, the
old idea of Indian time: Part of
Ojibwe astronomy is how they
marked time. Native people
knew there was a time to harvest
medicine and crops and looked to
the sky for that knowledge.”

Jonathon Miller, adjunct sci-
ence instructor of the Saginaw
Chippewa  Tribal  College,
attended the workshop and has
offered astronomy and archaeo-
astronomy courses.

“It is important to integrate as
much Native culture into the cur-
riculum as possible,” he said. “...
I have read a few of the books
that Carl Gawboy has authored
and each one has had a pro-
found impact my appreciation for
Native culture. Both Mr. Gawboy
and Annette S. Lee are people
who are an inspiration to those of
us who love astronomy and are

very interested in learning about
the Native application of it...

The skywatchers concluded
the seminar with participants
forming a circle with the after-
noon star high in the sky.

Lee offered a Dakota honor
song on her shaker and shared
a prayer of hope for all our
relations.

“It is an honor to come
together as we all our remember-
ing, revitalizing and celebrating
the history of Ojibwe and Lakota/
Dakota Star Knowledge,” Lee
said. “This is the essence of cul-
tural astronomy and many elders
and Native people have bits and
pieces of the knowledge so freely
shared with them. We only know
a little and we don’t have to be
experts but we can be humble
and practice these teachings. The
late White Earth Ojibwe Elder
Paul Schultz had a vision that
the young people will bring the
star reading back... I believe that
vision is happening today.”

Pamp encouraged everyone to
“get outdoors and take a look at
the beautiful universe created by
Gitchi Manidoo (Creator)...”

All are welcome to join the
Ziibiwing Center on July 29
for an outdoor movie and star
stories event with storyteller
Larry Plamondon.

Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing brings a competitive edge to Natlve bass masters

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

Fishing has always been a way
of life for Ojibwe people and
it’s natural that when money is
on the line, a largemouth bass
may bring cash.

A message for all to heed:
When a lake is being sprayed and
treated for algae and mosquitoes,
it may affect the fishing.

The disappointment of the
Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing
anglers being shut out at the June
9 outing at Budd Like made the
regulars that more determined as
seven boats took to the water at
Long Lake in Harrison, Mich. for
fishing on June 16.

Youth and Family Recreation
Specialist Colleen Maki served as

WE'VE GOT

the weigh master.

“As weigh master, I arrive
on the site... a half hour before
start,” Maki said. “I check in
each boat and riders. I make
sure that the rules are enforced
and that everyone has a fair
chance to win.”

Maki remains on the shore
until the fishing competition is
finished.

“l weigh in each boat’s
fish (up to five) with a digital
scale,” she said. “I announce
the first three places and big
fish at the end of each tourna-
ment. [ am neutral (non-par-
ticipating) and follow the rules
that keeps the league fun for
everyone participating.”

Maki said Long Lake was gen-
erous to five boats and the first

big fish was entered for the end of
the season big bass contest.

Congratulations to  first
place winners Youth LEAD
Activities Manager Ronnie
Ekdahl and Wayne Young for
their team win of four fish at
seven pounds and .46 ounces.

Eric Sowmick landed the
catch the season so far with a 19
inched-big fish, weighing in at
two pounds and .15 ounces.

Sowmick’s win, along with
two other bass won a second
place finish.

Third place went to Team
Wemigwans where Tommy and
Johnny remain the only fisher-
men who have placed in every
single fishing outing.

As an avid fisherman, Ekdahl
can be seen with his wife

Rosemary and son
Michael as they enjoy
the relaxing time
together as a family.
“The fishing
league has been
going on for a num-
ber of years,” Ronnie
Ekdahl said. “It orig-
inally started with
very simple rules of
one fish per boat and
longest fish wins. In recent years,
we have changed the format to
mimic the more mainstream fish-
ing tournament format... The
whole reason for hosting this
event every year is to get fami-
lies and children in the outdoors.
Children under 16 fish for free
and families are encouraged. It’s
also a great outlet for our local

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

Wayne Young and Ronnie Ekdahl
make for a winning team as they

hoist up trophy bass.

sportsmen and women to get out
and enjoy some time on water.”
Up next for the Tuesday
Night Giigohn Fishing outings
are July 7 at Crooked Lake, July
14 at Five Lakes and a July 21
Long Lake return. The month’s
activities conclude with an
all-day outing at Wixom Lake
scheduled for July 31.

Are You Without a

Driver’s License?

Attorney Todd Levitt has
been restoring Michigan
driving privileges for more

than 20 years.

LOW RATE
LOANS

Call today, for a free consoltation

989.772.6000

The Todd L. Levitt Law Show

Tune in to 98.5 WUPS weekly on Sunday mornings
Sfrom 9 to 10 a.m. Each week the show features new
guests on hot legal topics with a major twist of humor.

CentralMichiganLawyer@gmail.com
600 E Broadway, Mt Pleasant, M1 48858

989.773.5927  ICCUonline.com
2400 Isabella Rd * 102 E Broadway ® 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant
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SAGINAW CHIPPEWA

31 annual

POWWOW

“Honoring the Water”

UNDERSTANDING THE PATH

A List of Powwow Guidelines

1. Be on time. The SCIT Powwow Committee is doing
everything possible to ensure that activities begin and run
smoothly. Please cooperate in this regard.

2. Appropriate dress and behavior is required in the
arena. Anyone unwilling to abide by this rule will be
asked to leave by the arena director. (If you are going to
dance, try to wear dance clothes.)

3. Pointing with fingers is considered poor manners by
some nations. If you must point, use your head and nod
in the direction you wish to indicate.

4. The seating around the arena is reserved for dancers
in regalia. Seats with blankets, shawls or regalia items
on them are taken and should not be bothered. Do NOT
sit on someone else’s blanket unless invited. Uncovered
seats are considered available.

5. No pets allowed, they should be left at home. The
arena is a sacred place from the time it is blessed
until the powwow is over. At no time should pets be
allowed in the arena.

6. Respect the head male and female dancers. Their role
entitles them to start each song or set of songs. Please
wait until they have started to dance before you join in. In
some traditions, it is considered improper to pass the head
male or female dancer within the arena.

7. Some songs require you to be familiar with the
routine or have special eligibility rules in order to
participate. Trot dances, snake, buffalo, etc. require
particular steps or routines. Veteran dances may be
restricted to veterans, combat veterans or in some
cases, the relations of Veterans. If you are not familiar
with a particular dance, observe and learn. Watch the
head dancers to learn the procedures.

A QUICK GUIDE TO THE

8. Most powwows are nonprofit and depend upon
donations, raffles, blanket dances, etc. for support.
Donations are encouraged as a way to honor someone.
Any participant can drop money onto the blanket to aid in
the powwow expenses.

9. Certain items of religious significance should be worn
only by those qualified to do so. Respect the traditions.
Never intentionally touch another dancer’s regalia, per-
son or property without permission.

10. Giveaways, attributes of Indian generosity, are held at
many dances. They are acknowledgments of apprecia-
tion to recipients for honor or service given to the people.
When receiving a gift, the recipient thanks everyone
involved in the giving.

11. If you wish to ask for a special song from a drum, talk
to the arena director first and make sure the master of
ceremonies is informed. It is traditional to make a gift
(monetary or otherwise) to the drum for special requests.

12. Before sitting at a drum, ask permission from the
head singer. Do not touch a drum without permission.
The drums are sacred, and it is believed that anyone who
takes a place behind the drums has been selected by the
Creator to be there. No one drums without special permis-
sion, and no one sits in the drumming area without special
permission. Great offense is taken if you choose to sit in
this area. You should never turn down an invitation by
anyone, especially elders, during a powwow.

13. Ask permission before taking pictures of dancers.
Pictures may be taken with the permission of the danc-
ers, but not during dedication dances (veterans songs, flag
songs, or prayers). These special songs will be announced
by the emcee. Under no circumstances may you enter the
arena to take photos.
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14.1f at any time you are uncertain of procedure, etc.,
please check with the emcee, arena director or head
singer. They will be glad to help you with your questions.

15. Unless you are unsure spectator seating will be
provided, bring a chair. Remember that the seating
immediately around the arena is for dancers only.

16. Be aware that someone standing behind you may
not be able to see over you. Make room, step aside,
sit or kneel if someone is behind you.

17. Alcohol, recreational drugs and firearms are prohib-
ited at all powwows.

18. If you see a lost feather, or you yourself drop a
feather, do NOT pick it up. Notify the nearest vet-
eran, the head veteran, head male dancer or arena
director immediately.

19. In some places it is okay for adults to dance while
carrying infants or small children. In other places
this is considered contrary to local etiquette. Ask
before doing so.

20. Always stand during special songs. This includes
grand entry, flag songs, veteran songs, memorial
songs, prayer songs or any other song that the emcee
designates. It is also customary to remove any hats
that you have on for the duration of that song.

21. Always listen to the emcee. He will give all of the
information you need, as well as entertain you and
keep you posted on news. Any questions you have
can be answered by him. He will let you know when
you need to stand and when you may sit after honor
songs. He will also announce intertribal dances and
other invitations for guests to participate.

22. Supervise your children so that all may enjoy the
event without distraction.

23. If you have a question, ask. Most dancers, singers,
elders and staff are happy to help. Offer a cold drink or
other small, symbolic gifts to those who help you.

SIX MAIN DANCING STYLES OF THE OJIBWE

Women'’s Jingle

This dance is aptly named for the tin cones (jingles) that
cover the dancer’s dress, literally from head to foot. The
movements of the dance are bouncy and energetic, so that
the jingling of the dresses matches the beat of the drum and
provides a constant rhythmical accompaniment to each
song. To be a jingle dress dancer, you must have dreamt
about being one. With each step that these dancers are
taking, they are praying for a sick friend, relative, or Tribal
Member. The dress is made of cloth and has hundreds of
cones attached, usually 365. Each one represents a prayer
for each day of the year. When she dances, she uses her fan
in sweeping motion to wave away sickness.

Men’s Fancy

Fancy dancing is easy recognizable by its rapid tempo and
its colorful and distinctive regalia. Their regalia features
two very large, vividly colored double bustles, which are
worn on the dancer’s back. Smaller bustles may also be
worn on the arms as well as brightly colored bead work and
accessories. These men are undoubtedly some of the most
energetic of all the powwow dancers. Their steps are quick
but graceful with a high powered twist.

2015 Powwow

Workers Needed

Fancy Shawl Dance

The outstanding feature of these dancers’ outfits is the
graceful, brightly fringed shawls that drape the young
women’s shoulders. They are a perfect compliment to the
twirling, prancing, pirouetting steps of this showy, high
spirited dance. The word fancy refers to the footwork,
not the shawl. The dress and decorative beaded acces-
sories are vividly colorful, and match the flaring shawls.
The dance represents the life of the butterfly. This exu-
berant and delightful dance is undoubtedly the flashiest
of the women’s dancing styles.

Men’s Grass
This dance style is also easy to recognize by the striking rega-
lia, which are covered shoulder to ankle with long, thick flows
of bright, multicolored cloth fringe. Men’s grass dancing sym-
bolized the young men of western tribes who were to stomp
down the tall grass of the plains so the people could use the
area. The long fringe represents the grass. The long flowing
yarn fringe originally started out as sweet grass hung from
their regalia. In modern times we use yarn. The dance move-
ments are also distinctive for their siding, shaking and spinning
motion, rather than the high, kicking steps of the fancy dancer.

Women’s Traditional

These woman dance in a sedate and stately manner, in
which they may move slowly about the circle of the arena,
but often will simply stand in the same place, rhythmi-
cally dipping and swaying to the beat of the drummers.
Their outfits are often heavily and elaborately decorated,
with beadwork, and sometimes porcupine quills, elk
ivory and cowry shells. The dresses themselves may be
sewn of buckskin leather or of various types of fabric.
Their colors tend to be somewhat gentler and subdued
than those of other woman’s dance styles.

Men’s Traditional

Traditional dancing is an opportunity for men to dance
in the way of their fathers and grandfathers. A tradi-
tional dancer’s regalia is much more likely to reflect
Tribal affiliation than those of the other men’s dance
styles. The ensemble may frequently include pieces
handed down for generations within the family, and
may range from a look of dignified simplicity to the
dramatically elaborate. The dance style is similar to the
outfit itself-elaborate, expressive and powerful, but not
as flashy and exuberant as the other men’s styles.

the appropriate links.

The Powwow Committee is looking for workers for this year’s annual Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe Powwow. Please apply online at sagchip.org and follow

Positions will be posted until July 5th, 2015
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4 4 Head Veteran: George Martin
G d E Head Male Dancer: Joe Syrette
rqn ntry Head Female Dancer: Heather Syrette
Friday: 7 p.m. ¢ Saturday: Noon & 6 p.m. * Sunday: Noon Emcees: Vince Beyl & RJ Smith

Fireworks Friday evening at dusk Arena Directors: Dave Shananquet & Little Man Quintero

*In the case of bad weather, fireworks will alternatively be held on Saturday night. Head Drum Judge: Steven Loonsfoot

. : . Dance Judges: Darrell Hill & Grace Pushetonequa
At the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Campgrounds 7 ¥ : s

7525 E. Tomah Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Sound System: Rezonance Productions

. k Specials: Fry Bread Contest, Random Mystery Spot
HOte I Informai;lon. Dances, Clown Dance, Men’s Shawl, Generations Freestyle,
Soarlng Eagle Casino & Resort: 1-888-732-4537 Women’s Grass, Youth Hand Drum (17 & under), Armed

Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel: 1-877-232-4532 Forces Sneak Up and Drummers Dance Special.

WWW.SQgChip.Org/pOW'WOW **% This is a drug and alcohol free event ***

For more information, please contact the SCIT Powwow Committee at 1-888-732-4537 or Pow WowCommittee@sagchip.org
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m Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan NI P lsakaE MIARe5R
! 989-775-4000
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© o “Working Together for Our Future”
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Thirty teams tee off

MARY PELCHER

SCTC Extension Coordinator

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal
College held its third annual
golf outing at Bucks Run Golf
Club in Mount Pleasant on
Thursday, June 11, 2015.

There were 60 players (30
teams) that participated in
this annual event. The golf
tournament is held as a fun-
draiser to support SCTC the
students who will be attend-
ing American Indian Higher
Education Consortium’s 2016
student conference.

Shotgun  start  occurred
at 9 a.m. with perfect golf-
ing weather. This year the

Rhonda Quigno brings
some body English to
her golf shot.

First Place Second
Flight Gary Reed and
Jim Anderson

Tribal youth Angelo
Leaureaux enjoying his
first year on the links.

participants  were  divided
into two flights. This enabled
more winners. The partici-
pants were also able to enjoy

Stan Sineway chips it
out of the rough

First Place First
Flight Chase Owl and
Erik Rodriguez

for the third annual

the extra games for additional
prizes. There was golf pong,
furthest marshmallow drive,
skins, longest drive (male and
female), and closest to the pin.

The overcast sky kept the
hot sun off the golfers, and
a boxed lunch was available
on the turn. Bucks Run has
an exquisite course and the
Chippewa River views were
magnificent.

Included with registration
was a golf shirt with the SCTC
logo. Additional prize draw-
ings were held at the conclu-
sion while scoring was tallied;
all golfers won the great door
prizes.

After the final scores were
tallied, first flight winners
were Erik Rodriguez and
Chase Owl (first place) with
a score of 63, Bear Raphael
and Terry Thompson (second
place) with a score of 64.

Second flight winners were
Gary Reed and Jim Anderson
(first place) with a score of
86, Sheila Leaureaux and Val
Raphael (second place) with a
score of 86, hole handicap tie-
breaker utilized.

SCTC appreciates the con-
tinued community support,
especially to those who took
the time to participate.

A special thank you goes
out to our sponsors/donors:
Tribal Council, Public

Second Place Second
Flight Shelia Leaureaux
and Val Raphael

Ms. Colleen Green

2274 Enterprise Drive
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College Board Chair

Qualifications of Regents:

1. An enrolled member of the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe of Michigan (SCIT) or another
federally-recognized tribe, band or group. If a
member of SCIT of Michigan must adhere to the
tribal policy regarding committee membership.

2. Attainment of at least 25 years old.

3. Significant education or work experience related
to the process of higher education or vocational
training or the administration of education or

4. Any specific requirements of organizations
providing financial or other benefits to SCTC or
providing accreditation of SCTC programs.

vocational training institutions and programs.

Employment opportunities for Tribal College: Adjunct instructors

Accepting curriculum vitae for adjunct instructors. Economics instructor: Master’s de-
gree required. History instructor: Master’s degree required. Computer instructor: Mas-
ter’s degree required. Legal and environmental business: Juris Doctor degree required.

Please send all information including transcripts to awagner@sagchip.org or mail to:
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College c/o Andrew Wagner 2274 Enterprise Dr.

Tribal

SCTC Golf Outing

Photos courtesy of SCTC
Elder Bean Sprague
shows Steven Wassegijig
how to avoid a two putt.

Cindy Quigno takes an
iron shot from fairway
to green.

Relations, At-Large Program,
Ziibiwing Center, Soaring
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel,
Nimkee Clinic, Waabooz
Run Golf Course, Soaring
Eagle Casino & Resort,
Integrated Architecture, Pro
Grade Concrete Construction,
Inc., CMU Native American

Programs, Mid Michigan
Community College,
Bibamikowi Studios, Carla

and Stan Sineway, Amanda
and Jason Oldman, 104.3 FM
WCZY, 95.3 FM WCFX, and
Tyme of Change Hair Salon,
and Bucks Run Golf Club.

Val Raphael means
business when she is
on the fairway.

Nathan Lambertson
hits a dean-worthy
shot to the green.

Chase Owl proves the
power of paisley.

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College is an accredited
public community college that provides educational
opportunities reflecting Anishnaabe values.

o Lowest tuition in the region
SCTC confers associate degrees in: o Student-centered learning
-Business o Small class sizes of 25 students or less
-Liberal Arts o Free Tutoring
-Native American Studies o Financial Aid assistance
o Caring instructors, friendly campus
usDA NP 2274 Enterprise Dri O,
U ] prise Drive Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 Leaming
- 7 . Commissien
www.sagchip.edu \Y




Tribal

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK
Photojournalist

Local Tribal students from Mount Pleasant
High School, Mount Pleasant Adult
Education, Shepherd High School and the
W.A.Y./Odyssey High School received
community recognition at Youth LEAD
Leadership Graduation Banquet 2015.

The event was held at the Swan Creek
Ballroom at Soaring Eagle Casino &
Resort on June 10.

SCIT Public Relations Director
Frank Cloutier served as emcee with
Tribal Sub-Chief Lorna Kahgegab Call
delivering opening remarks and Tribal
Council Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig
providing a blessing.

Tribal Council Members Sandy
Sprague, Shelly Bailey and Julius
Peters also celebrated with the stu-
dents and their families.

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College
and Central Michigan University grad-
uate Christina Otto delivered words of
encouragement as the student alumni
speaker for the event.

Youth LEAD Director Jennifer
Crawford and many of the Youth
LEAD advisors and staff were also
present at the event.

“On behalf of Youth LEAD, we would
like to extend a huge congratulation to all
of the 2015 graduates,” Crawford said.
“We are so proud of each and every one of
the graduates and expect to see big things

The following students earned perfect attendace for
May: Alex Hinmon, Madison Isham, Remy Weldon,
Logan Bird, Caleb Burger, Kamryn Hiner, Trevor
Isham, Olivia Lerma, Zhaawan Martell, Javanni
Perry, Miika Prout, Isaiah Rodriquez*, Isabelle Terrill
Leathers, Damey’n Weldon, Azrac Wemigwans,
Bailey Burger, Juan-Sergio Casas, Leonard Ettinger
Pamp and Emily Stevens. *Indicates perfect atten-
dance for the entire school year.

Mount Pleasant HS

The following students earned a 3.0 GPA or higher
for the third trimester: Chyna Bergevin, *Simone
Bigford, Miles Bussler, Claressa Griffus, Gage Colwell,
Allen Crockett, Rebecca Curtis, Kendra Cyr, Benny
Elizalde, Ashton Heinrich, Jordan Heinrich, Eve House,
*Nia Lewis, Maya Madrigal, Brenden Odem, Edgar
Peters, Kataya Peters, Kristin Peters, Shailyn Pontiac,
Milan Quigno-Grundahl, ~Warren Ricketts, Hailey
Ritter, Waab Ruffino, Elissa Schlegel, Sully Schlegel,
Daijia Shinos, Phoenix Slater-Snowden, *Trent David,
Callista Sowmick, *Destiny Wetherbee and Tanner
Williams. *Indicates a 4.0 GPA. The following stu-
dents earned the attendance incentive for the third
trimester: Miles Bussler, Tyler Chippeway, Allen
Crockett, Jordan Heinrich, Nodin Jackson, Nia Lewis,
Edgar Peters, Lesley Simental and Devin Sims.

Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick
Tonia Jewell receives the Shepherd
High School diploma for her late
son Zane Mikal Jewell as the
audience offers a heartwarming
standing ovation.

from each of them. We had 28 youth that
were recognized at the event, demonstrat-
ing their commitment to education. Our
vision is to help youth become educated,
healthy, successful leaders and active
members of society, and we are so proud
of all of our Youth LEAD team members
who have invested so much time, energy
and love into the youth of the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe.”

The Mino Ode Singers were on hand
for a welcome song and an honor song for
the late Zane Jewell and his family.

Zane’s mother Tonia received his post-
humous diploma from Shepherd High
School in a touching tribute that brought
many tears and a standing ovation.

“Sometimes when you lose someone,
one of your biggest fears (for the surviv-
ing family) is that your loved one will be

The following students earned perfect attendace
for May: Mia Bennett, Mackenzie Burger*, Tayden
Davis, Aaron Montoya Pego, Jonathan Davis, Isaiah
Harris*, Kentae Flory, Taliyah Poolaw, Destiny
Shawano, Guadalupe Pelcher-Arias, Christopher
Bartow™* and Katie Green. *Indicates perfect atten-
dance for the entire school year.

Shepherd

The following students earned perfect attendace
for the fifth marking period: Rumaulada Alaniz,
Jonathan Bailey, Miah Chatfield, Samuel Cloud,
Jonathan Cogswell, Sadie Cogswell, Olivia Lawson,
Ashani Pelcher, Maya Ryan, Brandon Seegraves,
Olivia Seegraves, Bree Sprague and Aanzhenii Starkey.
The following elementary students earned perfect
attendace for the fifth marking period: Aiyannah
Borton, Taylor Burton, Sienna Chatfield, Nathan Isaac,
Uriah Main, Damien Martinez, James Perry, Camron
Scarlott-Pelcher Ogemah Taylor, Jarek Chamberlain,
Adam Jewell, Lauryn Leaureaux, Arionna Mejia,
Tina Neyome, Carina Romero and Sabrina Romero.
The following students are being recognized for
their GPA in the fifth marking period: Christina
Benz, Aiyanah Borton, Sienna Chatfield, Tony Garcia,
Camron Scarlott-Pelcher, Mathew Smith, Emma
VanHorn, Hayley Cogswell, Arionna Mejia, Sedona
Megjia, Tina Neyome, India Perez, Sabrina Romero,
Joseph Sineway, Abbey Sura and Scott Sura.

Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights?

and Drunk Driving Cases

Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award”

Assaults | Drug Charges | Negligent Homicide | Sex Charges | Fraud
Embezzlement | Theft | Breaking & Entering | Murder Charges

Domestic Violence | Drunk Driving | Juvenile Offenses

* Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years
* Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan

* Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault
* Mt. Pleasant Buyer's Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life

* Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row!

Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law

989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523
2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant

www.josephbarberi.com
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forgotten, we will always
remember him as one of
our greatest accomplish-
ments in our lives,” Tonia
Jewell said tearfully. “To be
included and honored as a
fellow honorary graduate,
I know he would have been
very appreciative of receiv-
ing the recognition. Our
family has always been our
greatest asset. The grief that
we feel is tremendous and any time that we
get to remember Zane, whether it is with
family or friends, is always welcomed. It
was a little overwhelming but well worth
being part of the event.”

Anita Hall, LEAD’s achievement advi-
sor, said she’s enjoyed working with the
2015 graduates.

“Our aspirations are to nurture these
young adults to face the world; and not
stop at the high school level but further
onto higher education, trade school or
wherever their talents take them,” Hall
said. “Today our nation's needs are great;
we are facing dire situations; protecting
our sacred water, climate and commu-
nities. I truly believe these students will
make an impact.”

West Intermediate

The following students were on the honor roll for the
third trimester: Esme Bailey, Quinnlan Burger, Karen
Chippeway, Lucas Dye, Cory Gaskill, Hunter Genia,
Jarred Johnson, Treazure Jones, Madison Kennedy-
Kequom, Hunter Kequom, Montana Leaureaux, Jesse
Mandoka, Aleeya Peters, Mastella Quaderer, Kyra
Trofatter, Lindsay Watters and Carlee Williams.
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick

Student alumni keynote speaker Christina Otto
gives a message of encouragement and perse-

verance to the graduates.

John Shelton, LEAD’s achievement
advisor, provided closing remarks for the
capacity crowd in attendance. He men-
tioned it is always a pleasure to attend the
graduation of former students.

The graduating Class of 2015 includes:
Kaine Andy, Gage Colwell, Bernardo
Elizalde, Dominic Kampf, Isaiah Ruffino,
Christopher Benz, Neil Coney, Clarissa
Griffus, Sydney Kopke, Sully Schlegel,
Chad Brady, Trent David, Ciara Henry,
Kristen Peters, Phoenix Slater-Snowden,
Sequoya Alaniz, Avery Osawabine,
Gabriel Schoen, Michael Quinlin, Amir
Leaureaux, Aryl Ruffino, Jonathan Laske,
Taylor Cogswell, Zykia Godlewski, Jacob
Jackson, Maggie Jackson, Tina Neyome
and Zane Jewell.

Renaissance

The following students earned perfect attendace for
May: Tia Diamond, Trystan Diamond, Novaly Hinmon,
Erica Hinmon, Gabriel Steele, Greg Steele, Anthony
Hawkins, Katie Pigeon, Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson,
Kaylee Bigford, Mason Peterson, Jonna Mejia, Sway
Mandoka, Nixie Snyder, Kayana Pope, Elijah Otto-
Powers and Logan VanOrden.
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JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

Regardless of age, everyone can
relate to the excitement of sum-
mer vacation, and the Saginaw
Chippewa Academy families
finalized the school year with a
frenzied flurry of fun festivities.

The week-long celebration
began June 2 with the annual
2015 version of SCA Field Day.

SCA Physical Education
Instructor Chloe Updegraff
said the aim for the Tuesday
SCA Field Day was to have a
“Survivor” theme.

“The older grades (3-6) par-
ticipated in events that created

a mentality of teamwork and
school pride,” Updegraff said.
“Students were divided up
into squads of eight students,
with teachers and teacher’s
assistants, along with mem-
bers of the AB (Anishnaabe
Bimaadziwin) team working
as squad leaders.”

Squads accumulated points
by searching for an immunity
idol, with a 10-station workout
circuit, and going through an
obstacle course, finishing with
a giant puzzle.

“Students then participated
with their squads in a team
sports survivor, where they

played against each other in
tug-o-war,

kickball, giants/

The SCA sixth grade Class of 2015 received their diplo-
mas at the June 5 graduation. (Pictured left to right: Andre
Leaureaux, Matthew Quaderer, Liberty Morland, Lars George,
Francis Sheahan and Bryan Sam.)

Language kept

NATALIE SHATTUCK

Editor
The Anishinaabe Language
Revitalization Department

works diligently to keep the
language alive.

On June 9, ALRD pre-
sented the Sasiwaans “Step Up
Celebration” to acknowledge
and honor the students during
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym

commemoration.
Misty Pelcher, interim lan-
guage  apprentice, offered

Students displayed the efforts the Anishinaabe
Language Revitalization Department makes to keep the
Ojibwe language alive.

SCA Science Fair pro ects showcase students hard work

MATTHEW WRIGHT
Staff Writer

On May 28-29, the Saginaw
Chippewa Academy students
showcased the research and hard
work put into each of their sci-
ence fair projects.

Students in pre-kindergarten
through third grade teamed up to
create a single group project for
each grade. Students from fourth
to sixth grade created individual
science fair projects.

Using the scientific method,
each project included a problem
and hypothesis. The hypothesis
is then tested through experi-
mentation with the results being
recorded and documented.

Students make a human pyramid
during the SCA field day.

wizards/elves, and lacrosse,”
she said. “The cultural sig-
nificance of lacrosse was also
discussed with squads, and
students were encouraged to
bring their own sticks.”

The younger students par-
ticipated in similar events, and
all students were able to enjoy
a healthy lunch together as an
entire school.

Updegraff said everyone
had a great time, and the day
was filled with lots of laughs
and good, healthy competition.

She said a thank you to the
SCIT Housing Department is in
order for allowing use of their
facilities for the afternoon.

alive during Sasiwaans

a welcoming and Isabelle
Osawamick, language outreach
specialist, provided a prayer.

Naanooshksag (Little
Humming Birds) toddlers,
Megisiisag (Little Eagles) 2
year olds and Pichiinsag (Little
Robins) 3 year olds classrooms
performed and the students
were recognized.

Maangoonsag (Little Loons)
and  Chiijjaakoonsag  (Little
Cranes) 4 and 5 year olds also
performed and received honor
feathers and awards.

At Sasiwaans, the primary
language instructors and fluent
speakers are Pat Osawamick,

Margaret Flamand, Danita
Mandamin, Edward Trudeau
and Carol Bob.

The secondary lan-

guage instructors are Yvette

On Wednesday, June 3, it was
back to the SCA field for an end-
of-the-year powwow. The SCA
student drum joined the visiting
Walleye Singers and provided
the heartbeat for a series of stu-
dent dance exhibitions.

The occasion also show-
cased an introduction of the
new SCA Junior Warrior
and Junior Miss and their

alternates.
The four students selected
were Junior Miss  Sara

Saunders, Junior Miss runner-
up Alberta Trepanier, Junior
Warrior Kenneth Wemigwans
and Junior Warrior runner-up
Christopher Spencer-Ruiz.

“Step Up

Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick
Four students were honored at the SCA
End of Year Powwow. (Pictured left to right:
Sara Saunders, Alberta Trepanier, Kenneth
Wemigwans and Christopher Spencer-Ruiz).

On Thursday, June 4, the
SCA kindergarten class got an
opportunity to go through as
graduation ceremony as they
get ready to take that next big
step into first grade.

On the last day of school,
the SCA sixth grade Class
of 2015 took center stage as
a packed house of families,
friends and teachers celebrated
with the graduates on June 5.

Tribal Education Director
Melissa Montoya greeted each
student as Andre Leaureaux,
Matthew Quaderer, Liberty
Morland, Lars George, Francis
Sheahan and Bryan Sam
received their diplomas.

Celebration”

Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck

The June 9 Sasiwaans “Step Up Celebration”
acknowledged and honored students.

Pitawanakwat, Larry Kimewan,
Carrie Herron (interim) and
Carrie Wemigwans (interim).

Language apprentices are
Jenna Davis (interim), Alicia
Dudek, Jacqueline  Ortiz,
Misty Pelcher (interim) and
Summer Raphael.

Adam Saboo demonstrates his
problem of "Can baking soda and
vinegar make a balloon inflate?"

Booths were set up to display
the results and documentation.

Students shared their find-
ings with fellow students,
parents and the public in the
SCA hallways.

Maangoonsag and
Chiijaakoonsag performed
an honor song, and Interim
ALRD Director Angela Peters
gave her closing remarks.

The ceremony ended with
a blessing of the miijim —
Naanooshkaasag style.

and_ In

Topics ranged from testing
the velocity of different paper
planes, to how to make a lig-
uid rainbow and whether ice
will melt faster when exposed
to air versus water.

Mana Pelcher shows her chicken
hypnotizing science fair booth to
fellow SCA students.

The overall winner of the SCA
Science Fair was Sara Saunders,
Sth grader, and her project, “What
really powers a flower?”

Taking second place was
4th grader Alberta Trepanier

Observer photos b Matthew Wright

SCA 4th grader Kayden Weekley-Dean

proudly displays his project "Which of
the three slimes are better?"

with her subject “Which lig-
uid freezes faster?” The third
place prize went to Mana
Pelcher with her project “Can
all breeds of chickens be
hypnotized?”



Big

MATTHEW WRIGHT
Staff Writer

American  singer, song-
writer and parodist “Weird
Al” Yankovic brought “The
Manditory Tour” to the
Soaring Eagle Casino &
Resort on Friday, May 29.

Known for his satirical
takes on contemporary pop
music hits, Weird Al treated
the capacity crowd to a
career-spanning set list of
hit songs.

According to weirdal.
com, his four decade-long
career has won him three
Grammy Awards.

In 2014, Weird Al released
his 14th  studio album
“Manditory Fun”.

The album release was an
instant success, with a No. 1
position on the Billboard Top
200 chart. This was no small
feat, as it was the first com-
edy album in chart history to
debut at the top position.

Observer photo by Matthew Wright
Weird Al clutches his accordian
while belting out the lyrics to "Now

That's What | Call Polka!"

He has totaled four gold
and six platinum albums and
wrote and starred in the 1989
film “UHF”.
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The
kicked off with
a memorable
entrance featur-
ing his hit song
“Tacky”, a par-
ody of Pharrell

show

Williams’ hit
song, “Happy”.
As the song
went on, the big
screens showed
Weird Al per-
forming and
dancing through
the backstage
area and out onto
the SECR gam-
ing floor. He
entered through
the Entertainment
Hall doors, before
walking down a
main aisle and
onto the stage.
Weird Al con-
tinued the night with “Lame
Claim to Fame”. After grab-
bing his accordion, he returned
to the stage to perform “Now

That's What I Call Polka!” The
song features a collage of polka
style medleys, including Miley
Cyrus’ “Wrecking Ball” and
Macklemore’s “Thrift Shop”.

The show featured a multi-
tude of costume changes. The
next song had the artist don-
ning an outfit mimicking Lady
Gaga, while singing “Perform
this Way”, a parody of Gaga’s
“Born this Way”. Following
that were the hit songs “Dare
to be Stupid”, “First World
Problems” and “Fat”.

Much to the delight of alu-
minum foil hat wearing fans in
attendance, he sang the hit song
“Foil”. The song, mimicking
Lorde’s “Royals”, is a tongue-
in-cheek ode to the popular
household product.

He appeared on stage dressed
in a grungy sweater and blonde
wig to sing the song “Smells
Like Nirvana”, a satirical ren-
dition of the hit Nirvana song
“Smells Like Teen Spirit”.

“Wanna B Ur Lovr”, “Eat
It”, “I Lost on Jeopardy”, “I
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Love Rocky Road” and “Like a
Surgeon” were also performed.

Riding around the stage
on a Segway, he performed
“White and Nerdy”, a spoof
of Chamillionaire’s “Ridin’”.

Another highlight fea-
tured the artist dressed fully
in Amish attire to sing the
hit song “Amish Paradise”.
During the chorus, audience
members raised their hands in
unison to the beat of the bass.

The following song, “We
All Have Cell Phones” had
audience members enthusi-
astically waving their mobile
devices in the air.

Weird Al returned to the stage
for a Star Wars-themed encore
while flanked by storm troop-
ers, Darth Vader and a full-sized
Chewbacca. The hit song “The
Saga Begins” sang to the tune of
Don McLean’s “American Pie”
brought the audience members
to their feet for a standing ova-
tion. The night came to a close
with “Yoda”, a parody of the
Kinks’ “Lola”.

Comedienne Kathy Griffin brings her “D-List” humor to Soaring Eagle

JOSEPH V. SOWMICK

Photojournalist

Comedienne Kathy Griffin
is an accomplished actress,
writer, producer and

Observer poto by Joseph Sowmick
The multi-talented Kathy Griffin
brought her brand of irreverent
stand-up comedy to the delight of
an appreciative audience.

television host, and on June
6, she brought her “D-List”
humor to Soaring Eagle
Casino & Resort.

Born in Chicago, she
moved to Los Angeles in
1978, where she studied
drama at the Lee
Strasberg Theatre
and Film Institute
and became a
member of the
irreverent impro-
visational com-
edy troupe “The
Groundlings”.

In addition
to her comedy
career, she has
participated in
two USO tours
and credits both
comic legends
Joan Rivers and
Don Rickles
as her stand up
influences.

Griffin offers an
original perspective
with her acerbic
wit and pull-no-
punches comedy.

She said she has “a self-
diagnosed, standup comedy
disorder” and “must share my
thoughts on Caitlyn (Jenner),
Barbra Streisand and those
adorable Duggars.”

The versatility in her live
shows are largely impro-
vised with the comic gos-
siping, going off on tangents
and telling stories from her
outrageous experiences in
Hollywood.

The two-time Emmy and
Grammy Award-winner has
hosted 23 comedy specials
on television.

In 2013, Griffin  was
inducted into the Guinness
Book of World Records for
writing and starring in an
unprecedented 20 televised
stand-up specials, more than
any comedian in history.

Her boisterous and reveal-
ing memoir, “Official Book
Club Selection: A Memoir
According to Kathy Griffin”,
debuted at No. 1 on the New
York Times Bestseller List.

Kara Elmore from
Mount  Pleasant, Mich.

complimented Griffin on
her observational humor
and laughed about the com-
ment she made about a
Frankenmuth business that
celebrates Christmas all year.

“She was so nice in per-
son and hilarious on stage,
I loved when she asked the
crowd, ‘What the #@$* is
Bronner’s?!”” Elmore said.

Andy and Kiley Wills
from Grand Blanc, Mich.
approve that Soaring Eagle
brings world-renowned com-
edy acts to its venue.

“I think it’s a great idea to
mix things up between the
music and comedy because
people enjoy having options
for entertainment,” Andy
Wills said. “Some people
might enjoy comedy over
concerts so it opens it up to
a broader audience... Kathy
Griffin performed an amaz-
ing show that always kept
you on your toes.”

Brandon Hart of Mount
Pleasant has seen numer-
ous comedy acts at SECR
and was looking forward to

attending the Griffin meet
and greet before the show.

“We’ve all seen Kathy
Griffin before in the media,
but I have to say that she is
even funnier in person,” Hart
said. “She was very gracious
with her fans backstage and
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