




The Lower Fox River is 
Wisconsin’s largest tributary 
to Lake Michigan

Once called “the hardest 
working river in the world”
because of heavy use by 
industry

Paper companies used PCBs 
in carbonless copy paper

About 125 tons of PCBs were 
discharged into the river 
from 1954-1971



Small river organisms eat 
sediment with PCBs

PCBs accumulate in fatty tissue 
and get passed up the food 
chain

PCBs cause 
- wildlife deformities
- immune system and

reproductive problems
- developmental delays
- possibly cancer
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$36,000,000 
NRDA settlement 
funds approved for 
110 restoration 
projects

Over $22,000,000 
leveraged from 
outside sources

Over 60 
restoration projects 
completed to date

Wild Rose Fish HatcheryWild Rose Fish Hatchery

Common Tern Nests, Common Tern Nests, 
Lake PoyganLake Poygan

Wild Rice HarvestWild Rice Harvest
Menominee ReservationMenominee Reservation

Killsnake Wildlife AreaKillsnake Wildlife Area
Oneida ReservationOneida Reservation



When we first got here (the Oneidas) there were different 
kinds of fish: trout, red horse fish, walleyed pike, sucker, 
rock bass, and shiners.  

Works Progress Administration Papers 1939 (WPA Project): Oscar Archiquette



Ceremonies centered 
around the seasons:

•Harvest maple sap

•Spring fish runs

•Berry/medicines 

•Harvest 3 Sisters (white 
corn, beans & squash)

•Hunting wild game





Oneida’s as a NRDA Trustee

• Documented injuries to 
fish, waterfowl, mink & 
eagles from PCBs

• Loss of cultural uses of 
natural resources

• Goal is to replace, 
restore or acquire 
injured natural 
resources



The fish in the Fox River have 
been studied and shown to 

migrate into Green Bay and up 
Duck Creek.

Oneida people have a 
history of fishing in Duck 
Creek. These fish are now 
unable to be eaten due to 

contamination.

Oneida’s claim is related 
to the lost cultural 

resources & the  fishery.



Main land use is Agriculture

Gently rolling topography and 
silty-clay till soils

Remaining forests are 
typically wooded wetlands 
that were too wet for 
agriculture

Duck Creek valley bisects in 
SW-NE direction

233 miles of rivers, creeks, & 
streams

Austin Straubel Airport is 
within the Reservation 
boundary.

Features of Oneida…



Land Acquisition & 
Protection

Wetland & stream 
restorations

Invasive species control 
program

Best Management 
Practices (buffers, etc)

Fish habitat 
enhancement



Land Acquisitions

Wetland & stream 
restorations

Invasive species 
control

Watershed Model

Nesting habitat 
project

Lake Planning & 
Design



Lake

Restoring 
the 

Fishery



Approx  7000
residents living on or  
near the reservation
General Tribal 
Council
Tribal schools 
Culturally based       
programs
Sovereignty





Pow-Wows, General 
Tribal Council Meetings, 
Youth & Elder Fishing 
Day, Fall Fest, etc…

Prizes and giveaways

Make it fun!

Gather community input
- mini-surveys
- addresses
- anecdotal



Field trips to restoration 
and clean-up sites

Solicit input for lake 
design & restoration 
projects

Partnerships with 
Summer Recreation 
Program & Tribal 
Schools



Tour Map



Oneida Fishery Restoration Project
Community Comments Received by Category

Parking
42Layout/Shape

51

Wetlands/ Forests
27 Fishing/Piers/ Boat 

Launch
181

Misc/General 
Comments

119

Beach
115

Other Amenities
114

Camping
63

Policy Issues
9






