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Fox River/Green Bay NRDA

The Lower Fox River is
Wisconsin’s largest tributary
to Lake Michigan

Once called “the hardest
working river in the world”
because of heavy use by
industry

Paper companies used PCBs
in carbonless copy paper

About 125 tons of PCBs were
discharged into the river
from 1954-1971




The Problem with PCBs

Bald Eagle

Humans

Herring Gull

Small river organisms eat
sediment with PCBs

PCBs accumulate in fatty tissue
and get passed up the food
chain

PCBs cause

~ wildlife deformities

~ immune system and
reproductive problems

~ developmental delays

~ possibly cancer
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Figure 2: Fox River and Green Bay
Restoration Area
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Trustees:

*Oneida Tribe

e Federal Agencies
(F&WS for DOI &
NOAA)

eState of Wisconsin

*State of Michigan
(dropped out 2009)
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NRDA Restoratlon Accomplishments
8, e | 2 $36,000,000
AARINTER G e S NRDA settlement
funds approved for
110 restoration
projects

2 QOver $22,000,000
leveraged from
__outside sources

2 Over 60
restoration projects

ompleted to date
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Ceremonies centered
around the seasons:

*Harvest maple sap

*Spring fish runs

*Berry/medicines

eHarvest 3 Sisters (white
corn, beans & squash)

*Hunting wild game







Oneida’s as a NRDA Trustee

e Documented injuries to
fish, waterfowl, mink &
eagles from PCBs

Loss of cultural uses of
natural resources

Goal is to replace,
restore or acquire
injured natural
resources




ONEIDA RESERVATION

i fo ' Fas The fish in the Fox River have
A been studied and shown to

migrate into Green Bay and up
Duck Creek.

Oneida people have a
history of fishing in Duck
Creek. These fish are now
unable to be eaten due to

contamination.

Oneida’s claim is related
to the lost cultural
resources & the fishery.




Features of onelda...

Main land use is Agriculture

Gently rolling topography and
silty-clay till soils

Remaining forests are
typically wooded wetlands
that were too wet for
agriculture

Duck Creek valley bisects in
SW-NE direction

233 miles of rivers, creeks, &
streams

Austin Straubel Airport is
within the Reservation
boundary.
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Habitat Restoration & Protection
on the Oneida Reservation

o @ Land Acquisition &
Protection

2 Wetland & stream
restorations

2 Invasive species control
program

2 Best Management
Practices (buffers, etc)

2 Fish habitat
enhancement




NRDA Restoration Projects In Oneida
$2.1 million, $722,000 in matching funds, 11 projects

2f

@ Land Acquisitions

2 Wetland & stream
restorations

2 Invasive species
control

2 Watershed Model

2 Nesting habitat
project

@ Lake Planning &
Design
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FIGURE 1 - Lake Design Concept with Bathymetry Comaudrant |;.:m




Oneida Tribal Community is Unique

2 Approx 7000
residents living on or
near the reservation

@ General Tribal

Council

@ Tribal schools

@ Culturally based

programs

@ Sovereignty
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Communication

ONEIDA NAaTiON NRDA UPDATE

SPrING 2010

‘ONEIDA FISHERY RESTORATION PROJECT:
Meetings with the Lake Sub-team about contracting for sand removal
have occurred and interviews with potential confractors. Steve Linskens
is the project manger for this project.

Fox RIVER CLEAN UP:

= November was the end of the 1st year of the cleanup and was considered a success, removing
16% more than planned. This could shorien the proiect bv 1 vear. The pilan is for 6 more vears
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Oneida Fisheries Restoration Project: Oneida Lake

Paper companies along the Fox River used PCE3 in thelr manufachuring process betwes
1964 ang 1971, Waste products containing PGB wide  irito the Fox River and e
contaminated fish, wateriowl. shorebirds. and other natural resources.

PCEs are known 10 cause atverse ealth effects in humans and wildife such as repn
neuralogic. GevHapmental ang Emmaunalogical probilems. Thiy ane alsa MOUgH! b caus
in humans. Fish advisones ssusd for the Fox River and sumounding watenways suggest|
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The Oneida Tribe became a member of the Fox River NRDA Trustes Council in the labe
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As part of the Fox River deanup project, several of the companies identiied as historically
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Community Events & Ceremonies

2 Pow-Wows, General
Tribal Council Meetings, - A7
Youth & Elder Fishing o W e
Day, Fall Fest, etc... 2 gLl Sy™ W

2 Prizes and giveaways

2 Make it fun?

B Dare:’ Tuesday, Qctober 17, 2006
o Tioner " 100 a.m,

" Locetion: omer of Crook Hd. & Cry U
Ui Crerr UF engrancre

2 Gather community input
~ MiNni-Surveys
~ addresses
~ anecdotal
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Butay Gallmidh ac 454-5527 ar
Tevmaler Hill-Fodloy a0 400- 5454
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Youth Programs

@ Field trips to restoration
and clean-up sites

@ Solicit input for lake
design & restoration
projects

@ Partnerships with
Summer Recreation
Program & Tribal
Schools




Tours & Signage

Tour Map

T-25
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? Both officially
& unofficially

? Use survey
knowledge for
planning
purposes

? Offer prize
incentives

Surveys

Oneida Fishery Restoration Project
Community Comments Received by Category

Wetlands/ Forests

Parking 21 Policy Issues

Fishing/Piers/ Boat
Layout/Shape 42 9

Launch
51 181
Misc/General
Other Amenities Comments
114 119

Beach
115




Status of the Case

? In 3rd year of cleanup on the River
2 §36,000,000 in settlements for restoration

2 About $4.3 million more in restoration settlement

pending court approval
@ Dept of Justice &

State of WI filed
lawsuit in October
2010
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